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OWhose Side & we on?
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Joshua 10:10-15

Intr oduction: AbrahamLincoln hasa greatquote,from whenhe anguishedver
the Civil War. Thenasnow, whenatwar, politicianssoughtto justify their position
by declaringGodwason their side,andthatthustheir causewasright. We seethis
during electiontimes, as both sidestry to use Biblical languageand imageryto
woo Christianvoters. Lincoln said, Orhe keyissueis not whetherGod is on my
side but whetherl am on God®sideO Notice thereis a key differenceherebe-
tweensayingthat Godis on my side,andin sayingthat! amon God®side. The
differenceis thatit our lives arenot aboutus; we existto give glory to Godandto
enjoyHim. How canwe morefully focus onGod®powerandplan?

The Reality of Conf3ict

As we readthe Old Testament] amsurewe breathea sighof relief thatmostof us
do not haveto dealwith suchintensewarfarein our lives today The truth is this:
whenwe are on God®side, we will face opposition. We seethis all throughout
Scripture,for Egyptmistreatedsrael;the nationsof Canaarsoughtto exterminate
them; Babylon conqueredhem; Romeruled over them; and evenJesudacedre-
ligious oppositionanddeath.In this text, Joshuaandlsraelfaceddauntingoppost
tion: for not just onecity, but bve haveteamedup to wipe themout. Israelhada
crucialdecisionto make:would theytrustin God®poweror in their own?

Thetruth alsois that eachof us endureshoth spiritual warfareand spiritual
oppositioneachday.  For as Petersaysin 1 Peter5:8, Be self-contplled and
alert. Your enemythe devil prowls aroundlike a roaring lion looking for someone
to devour Resisthim, standingbPrmin the faith.O We canovercomeSatanby fo-
cusingon God, for God will protectus, God will shieldus,andGodwill be with
us,aslong aswe arecommittedto beingon His side. As believerswe mustcling
closelyto God, for Satanwill challengeour faith, resolveand character Satanis
the father of lies, and Satanlikes to tell us lies, suchas:that God doesnot love
you; thatyou don®matterto God; that God is too busyto help you; thatyou can
nottrustGod. SobepreparedandwhenSatan attackgrustin God.
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As Christians,we also needa practicaltheologyfor how to dealwith per
sonalconfictor opposition. Beforel becamea Christian,| usedto think | could
getalongwith everyone put oncel cameto the cross,it complicatedmy relation
ships. When| becamea pastor it got evenmore complicated. Do we take con
Bicts personallyor do we put our egosasideto seekGodin prayerandin humility?

We areto follow Paul®advicefrom Colossians3:12-5, wherehe says,Orhere-
fore, as God®chosenpeople,holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselveswith com
passion,kindness humility, gentlenessand patience. Bear with eachother and
forgive whatevergrievancesyou may have againstone another Forgive as the
Lord forgaveyou. Andover all thesevirtuesput on love, which bindsthemall to-
getherin perfectunity.OAs believerswe mustalwaysdecideto seekto move for-
ward and deepernto the kingdom, ratherthanto embracethe statusquo or to re-
turnto the past. We musthandleconf3ictor oppositionprayerfullyandhumbly:

God isAlways Faithful

No matterhow many mistakeswe make,God is alwaysfaithful to us. God still
welcomesus with armsfull of grace,love and mercy aswe cometo Him in re-
pentance.Godis faithful becauseis charactewill notallow Him to be anything
else. We havea choiceto makein our lives: will we live accordingto our own will
or accordingto His will? Joshuahadto makethis choicetoo. He hadfailed be-
fore, whenhethoughthe could easilydefeatAi or whenhethoughthe couldgauge
the honestyof the Gibeonites. He seeminglyhaslearnedhis lesson for he sought
the Lord, who told him, Do not be afraid of them; | havegiventheminto your
hand. Notoneof themwill beableto withstandyouO

It is embarrassingo make mistakes,especiallywhenwe run aheadof God and
don®seekHis will. But no mistakeis the Pnalword for a believersinceGod can
useevenour worstblundersto accomplishHis purposedo bring glory to Himself.
Partof beinga believer in fact, is to seevictory whereothersseeonly defeat. God
did not abandonJoshueor Israelto bghtthe battle on their own. Instead,God was
faithful andredeemedheir mistakein orderto win a greatvictory. Most problems
in life Bow from our own baddecisionspur own self-relianceor our own stubborn
independencayr the baddecisionf others. Whenyou wrestlewith your failings,
do you cling to His faithfulness? Hearthis greatnewsfrom Lamentations3:21-3,
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Oret this | call to mind andtherefore | havehope;Becausef the Lord®greatlove
we are not consumedfor His compassiongeverfail; theyare neweverymorning;
great is your faithfulnessOWe can hopein God, for God is compassionatand
faithful. How or in whatwaysareyou questioningHis charactelandHis faithful-
nessthis morning? Are you willing to trustevenif you don©understand?

Asking for Help

How areyou with askingfor help? Californiansand Texanshavemanythingsin
common,oneof which is beingself-reliant. As believers,we mustovercomethis
tendencyandseekto becomeChristreliant. Joshuahereshowedtheimportanceof
beingrelianton God. In this text, God powerfully movedto blessandto intervene
on behalfof His people. God movedin sucha way thatonly He would receivethe
credit and glory. Hear what the Lord doesfor themin 10:11,13-4: Qhe Lord
hurledlarge hailstonesdownon themfromthe sky and more of themdied fromthe
hailstonesthanwere killed by the swods of the Israeliteds= Thesunstoppedn the
middleof the skyanddelayedgoingdownabouta full day. There hasneverbeena
daylike it befor or since,a daywhenthe Lord listenedto a man. Suely the Lord
wasbghtingfor Israel!O

God usedboth supernaturadind naturalmeanshereto bghtfor Israel. Hailstones
can put the fear of Godin you. Stormin Texas. In doing so, God revealedHis
mighty powerand His divine intervention. We don®know how God stoppedthe
sun;we aresimply told thatHe did. Eitherwe believein anomnipotentGodwho
cando anythingor we believein a limited God who canonly do whatour limited
minds can imagine. As C.S. Lewis says, O'he mind which asks for a non-
miraculous Christianity is a mind in processof relapsingfrom Christianity into
mete religion.O Christianityis a faith thatis Plledwith miracles suchasthe Virgin
Birth, andthe Resurrectiorof Christ. Nothingis impossiblefor God.Joshug&knew
who had accomplishedhesemiracles,and who deservedhe glory. Joshuahad
prayedfor help and God delivered. May we too pray for help and give thanksto
God whenand howeverHe answers. Notice Joshuasimply prayedfor help and
God answeredn waysthat Joshuavould not haveevendreamedof or askedfor.
Let us cometo God, seekingHis help, praisingHim for howeverHe choosego
hearour criesandour prayers.
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