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Introduction:  Abraham Lincoln has a great quote, from when he anguished over 
the Civil War.  Then as now, when at war, politicians sought to justify their position 
by declaring God was on their side, and that thus their cause was right.  We see this 
during election times, as both sides try to use Biblical language and imagery to 
woo Christian voters.  Lincoln said, “The key issue is not whether God is on my 
side but whether I am on God’s side.”  Notice there is a key difference here be-
tween saying that God is on my side, and in saying that I am on God’s side.  The 
difference is that it our lives are not about us; we exist to give glory to God and to 
enjoy Him.  How can we more fully focus on God’s power and plan?

The Reality of Conflict

 As we read the Old Testament, I am sure we breathe a sigh of relief that most of us 
do not have to deal with such intense warfare in our lives today. The truth is this: 
when we are on God’s side, we will face opposition.  We see this all throughout 
Scripture, for Egypt mistreated Israel; the nations of Canaan sought to exterminate 
them; Babylon conquered them; Rome ruled over them; and even Jesus faced re-
ligious opposition and death. In this text, Joshua and Israel faced daunting opposi-
tion: for not just one city, but five have teamed up to wipe them out.  Israel had a 
crucial decision to make: would they trust in God’s power or in their own? 

The truth also is that each of us endures both spiritual warfare and spiritual 
opposition each day.   For as Peter says in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be self-controlled and 
alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 
to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith.”  We can overcome Satan by fo-
cusing on God, for God will protect us, God will shield us, and God will be with 
us, as long as we are committed to being on His side.  As believers, we must cling 
closely to God, for Satan will challenge our faith, resolve and character.  Satan is 
the father of lies, and Satan likes to tell us lies, such as: that God does not love 
you; that you don’t matter to God; that God is too busy to help you; that you can-
not trust God.  So be prepared, and when Satan attacks, trust in God.
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As Christians, we also need a practical theology for how to deal with per-
sonal conflict or opposition.  Before I became a Christian, I used to think I could 
get along with everyone, but once I came to the cross, it complicated my relation-
ships.  When I became a pastor, it got even more complicated.  Do we take con-
flicts personally or do we put our egos aside to seek God in prayer and in humility? 
  We are to follow Paul’s advice from Colossians 3:12-5, where he says, “There-
fore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with com-
passion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with each other and 
forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.  Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you.  And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all to-
gether in perfect unity.’ As believers, we must always decide to seek to move for-
ward and deeper into the kingdom, rather than to embrace the status quo or to re-
turn to the past.  We must handle conflict or opposition prayerfully and humbly.  

God is Always Faithful

 No matter how many mistakes we make, God is always faithful to us.  God still 
welcomes us with arms full of grace, love and mercy, as we come to Him in re-
pentance.  God is faithful because His character will not allow Him to be anything 
else.  We have a choice to make in our lives: will we live according to our own will 
or according to His will?  Joshua had to make this choice too.  He had failed be-
fore, when he thought he could easily defeat Ai or when he thought he could gauge 
the honesty of the Gibeonites.  He seemingly has learned his lesson, for he sought 
the Lord, who told him, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your 
hand.  Not one of them will be able to withstand you.”  

 It is embarrassing to make mistakes, especially when we run ahead of God and 
don’t seek His will.  But no mistake is the final word for a believer since God can 
use even our worst blunders to accomplish His purposes to bring glory to Himself.  
Part of being a believer, in fact, is to see victory where others see only defeat.  God 
did not abandon Joshua or Israel to fight the battle on their own. Instead, God was 
faithful and redeemed their mistake in order to win a great victory.  Most problems 
in life flow from our own bad decisions, our own self-reliance or our own stubborn 
independence, or the bad decisions of others.  When you wrestle with your failings, 
do you cling to His faithfulness?  Hear this great news from Lamentations 3:21-3, 
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“Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope; Because of the Lord’s great love 
we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.” We can hope in God, for God is compassionate and 
faithful.  How or in what ways are you questioning His character and His faithful-
ness this morning?  Are you willing to trust even if you don’t understand?

Asking for Help

 How are you with asking for help?  Californians and Texans have many things in 
common, one of which is being self-reliant.  As believers, we must overcome this 
tendency and seek to become Christ reliant.  Joshua here showed the importance of 
being reliant on God.  In this text, God powerfully moved to bless and to intervene 
on behalf of His people.  God moved in such a way that only He would receive the 
credit and glory.  Hear what the Lord does for them in 10:11,13-4:  “the Lord 
hurled large hailstones down on them from the sky, and more of them died from the 
hailstones than were killed by the swords of the Israelites…The sun stopped in the 
middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day.  There has never been a 
day like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened to a man.  Surely the Lord 
was fighting for Israel!”  

 God used both supernatural and natural means here to fight for Israel.  Hailstones 
can put the fear of God in you.  Storm in Texas.  In doing so, God revealed His 
mighty power and His divine intervention.  We don’t know how God stopped the 
sun; we are simply told that He did.  Either we believe in an omnipotent God who 
can do anything or we believe in a limited God who can only do what our limited 
minds can imagine.  As C.S. Lewis says, “The mind which asks for a non-
miraculous Christianity is a mind in process of relapsing from Christianity into 
mere religion.”  Christianity is a faith that is filled with miracles, such as the Virgin 
Birth, and the Resurrection of Christ.  Nothing is impossible for God. Joshua knew 
who had accomplished these miracles, and who deserved the glory.  Joshua had 
prayed for help and God delivered.  May we too pray for help and give thanks to 
God when and however He answers.  Notice Joshua simply prayed for help and 
God answered in ways that Joshua would not have even dreamed of or asked for. 
Let us come to God, seeking His help, praising Him for however He chooses to 
hear our cries and our prayers. 

by Rev. Brian Spangler.  Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  www.peacechurch.net 


