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Intr oduction: With what has happenedn our community and literally in our
block this pastweek,| havebeenponderingthis question,of whois my neighbor?
In a world thatis growing andwith anonymityincreasing how canwe know and
serveothers? The questionof who our neighboris, is one that hasbeenasked
throughoutime. Let usseewhatJesusasto say

Loving Our Neighbor

Onetime, asthe Phariseesvashopingto challengeandperhapsvenentrapJesus,
andso he askedJesus: OBacherwhichis the greatestcommandmerin the Law?
Jesusreplied, OLovethe Lord your God with all your heartand with all your soul
andwith all your mind. Thisis thefirst and greatestcommandmentndthe sec
ondis like it, OLoveour neighborasyourself.QAll the Law andthe Prophetshang
on thesawo commandments.O

This questionwasoneof considerablenterestat thetime in rabbiniccircles.
Jesugrovidedthemwith ananswerstraightfrom Scripture quotingDeuteronomy
6:4-5, where Mosessays,Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength.O This Shemathe Hebrewword for hear was repeatedwice each
dayby Jewsat thetime. We areto love God for who Godis, with reverencecom
mitment and obedience as we acknowledgethe Lordship of God in our lives.
Also, Jesugjuotedfrom Leviticus 19:18,whereMosessays,dDo not seekrevenge
or beara grudgeagainstoneof your people but love your neighborasyourself. |
am the Lord.O Jesusthen answeredthe questionwith Scripture, Scripturethat
would bewell knownto them.

In doing so, Jesugprovideda two-partcall to love. We areto love God,andaswe
love God we areto love our neighbors. Jesussuggestghat all of Scripture,the
Law andthe Prophetscan be found in thesecommands. This call is so essential
thatwe seeit throughoutthe New Testamentsthe foundationfor New Testament
ethicsandlife in the church. In eachinstance)oving one®neighboris seenasba
sic andessentiato Christianfaith. As we love God completelyandfreely, we are
alsocalledto love our neighbors. Loving our neighborsinvolves more than our
emotions. Loving our neighborsincludesacting with their good, well being and
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fulfillment in mind. This love is not basedon merit. We areto love our neighbors
for whotheyare,asfellow childrenof God.

Who is My Neighbor?

Jesusprovidesus with an exampleof loving our neighboy when He sharedthe
Parableof the Good Samaritan. Let us examinethe story together A manwas
travellingfrom Jerusalento Jericho,which would havebeena suitablelocationfor
robberswho preyedon thosewho frequentlytravelledto and from Jerusalento
takecareof commercialor templebusiness.This manwasquickly reducedo des
perateneed,for he wasstrippedof his clothes beatenandleft for dead. This man
wasin dire needof help andassistancandwe are left wonderingwho will help
him.

The first manwho passedseemed likely sorttoo help, for it wasa priest,one
who would know fully the call to love Godandto love one®neighbor It would be
reasonabléo assumdhe manwill stayandhelp. Tragically eventhoughhe sees
the man, he intentionallypassedn the otherside. He fails to helpa manin need.
Who knowswhy he failed to stop,if it wasfearof beingrobbedtoo or fear of be-

coming impure in contactinga beatenman. Now, the man was evenin worse
shape.

The nextmanto comealsoappearedo be a goodcandidateo help, for hewssa
Levite, rankedsecondto priestsin the life of the templeandof the worship. Yet,
he too like the priest,fled and passedn the otherside. Two religious men,who
know of the needto help,refused talo so.

Thethird mandid stopandhelp. A Samaritardid whathe couldandhadcompas
sion on Him. This term pity or compassiommeansthat he identified with some

one®situationin orderto acton their behalf. He did not do this becausée loved
God, but ratherbecausée sawhow this manhada dire need. The love for one®
neighborthenwas not restrictedbut extendedo eachandeveryperson. The Sa

maritangavethe needymanwhat he hadto share,giving him oil andwine, ban

dagesand a ride to town. The Samaritanthen providedfor his careat an inn,

enoughmoney(two denarii)for the nexttwo weeksor until he canreturnandpay
again. Thiswasalsohelpfulasthe mancould neverpayfor himself.

Who is our neighbor?A neighboris onewho we will bereadyto helpandwhois
readyto help us. The Samaritanbecamea neighborby helpingthe manin need.
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By being compassionatand merciful, the Samaritanioved his neighbor We are
alsoto love in this way, by being compassionatand merciful, by caring for the
needsof others. This compassions to surpassany worldly or fleshly divisions,
suchaswealth,class,raceor sex. Despitean assumedlistanceand estrangement
of a Samaritanand a Jew the needsof the man overruledthis and they became
neighbors. Our neighborsthen are eachpersonwe meet,whetherwe know their
nameor not, whetherwe arelike themor not.

How can we love our neighbor? By helping them insteadof avoiding them or
passingoy their needs. By thinking of their needsandbeingwilling to meetthem,
evenwhenan encounteiis unexpectedr unplanned. By doing little things,such
asbeing courteouson phone,by putting cartsaway and big thingssuchasbeing
on the neighborhoodvatch,and seekingto providetangibly for the needsof oth-
ers.
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