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OWelcoming JesusO
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; John 12:12-6
Palm Sunday 2006
April 9

Intr oduction: Thisweek,| havebeenreflectingon how dogsandchildreninstinc

tively know how to welcomepeople. Dogs especiallyare greatat this, as they
know how to welcomeyou vocally, with loud andboisterousbarkingandwith tail

waggingthattakesup their entirebody; not just their tails. Our dog®motherwas
so excitedaboutvisitors that shewas given the namePuddles becauseshewould

literally peein excitementwhen peoplecameby. Belle lovesto welcomepeople
too. We havehadto put down somegroundrulesthough,suchasdon®answerthe
doorunlessyou haveclotheson, or don©answerthe doorwithout looking first.

On Palm Sunday we remembethow the crowdswelcomedJesusanto Jeru
salem,andwe arecalledto ponderhow we too canwelcomelJesusinto our hearts,
into our families, into our lives, into our church.

Thanking God

A chief way that we canwelcomeJesusinto our heartsis by thankingGod, by
being thankful and grateful for what He hasdonefor us. We seethis clearly in

Psalm118, whereDavid repeatedlyexpresseshe needfor gratitude statingthank

fulnessfive times. David says,d5ive thanksto the Lord, for He is good; His love
endues forever Openfor me the gatesof righteousness| will enterand give
thanksto the Lord. | will give thanks,for youansweed me; you havebecomemy
salvation. You are my God,and| will giveyouthanks;youare myGod,and! will

exalt you. Give thanksto the Lord, for He is good; His love endues foreverO
(118:1,19,21,28,29).

As | reflecton this Psalm,| think it is importantto reinforce,thatwe canneverbe
thankful enoughas Christiansfor what God hasdonefor us. David is thankful for
the goodnes®f God, for God®love, for beingableto enterinto God®presence,
for being saved,for beingin a relationshipwith God. Notice too, that David is
thankful for God, not for himself. Thankfulnessshould properly be focusedon
God, and what God hasdonefor us. What are you thankful for this morning?
What hasGod donefor you thatfills your heartwith gratitudeandthanksgiving?
On Palm Sunday the crowds were thankful for the gift and presenceof Jesus.
They welcomedHim into Jerusalenwith heartsfull of thanksgiving. So too this
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morning, our gratitudeshouldbe centeredand rootedin the gift and presenceof
Jesus,

Eachof usgoesthroughseason life, whenit is easieror moredifficult to
be thankful. Beingthankfulis not justa call, but at timesa challenge. How can
we choosethankfulnesswhen the storm clouds of life convege and gatherall
aroundus? Prayerand surrenderare essentiako beingthankful. Whenwe feel
thankful and especiallywhenwe don®feel thankful, we arecalledto pray When
we needto be morethankful,we canpray andinvite the Holy Spirit to fill uswith
inexpressibleandgloriousjoy thatwill neverperishor fade(1 Peterl:8).

Praising God

Anotherimportantand essentiaway that we canwelcomeJesusinto our hearts
andlivesis by praisingHim andworshippingHim. Of coursethis goesalongwith
gratitude,but it alsotranscendgratitudetoo. Praiseis centralto our relationship
with God, for aswe praiseGod, we remindourselvesof who our Godis (omnipc
tent, omniscient,omnipresent|imitless), and we remind ourselvesof who we are
(wounded,brokenand batteredpeoplewho needto be savedandwho needto be
embracedoy grace,peoplewho have no hope and who cannotsaveourselves).
Praisealso transformsour souls,for the Lord inhabitsthe praisesof His people,
andfor aswe praiseGod, we alsoenterinto His presence.

We seethe importanceof praisingGod in this text from John. As Jesusentered
Jerusalemthe crowdspraisedGod, waving palm branchesand shoutingout, Ho-
sanna! Blesseds He who comesin the nameof the Lord! Blesseds the king of
Israel!O In praisingGod, the crowdsquotePsalm118:25,and proclaimthat Jesus
Is the promisedMessiahandKing of Israel. Why palm branches?Palmbranches
were seenas emblemsof victory and of peace assignsof the king® power The
crowdswavedthe palmbrancheghento signify thatJesusvasthe promisedKing.
Whatdoesthe word Hosannamean? Hosannas a combinationof two words,and
meandO God, saveus. It is alsoa word of praise,andsothe crowdsare praising
God for His gift of salvation,andfor sendingJesugo saveus. The crowdsalso
praisedand blessedJesusfor comingin God® name,for God® purposesto do
God®will andfor beingthe King of Israel. Palm Sundayis a time whenwe re-
memberthe importanceof praisingGodfor the gift andthe journeyof Jesudo the
cross. We praiseGodfor we aresavednot becaus@f our own efforts, but because
of thegraceandlove of God.
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We can welcome Jesusinto our heartsand lives then by praising Him.
Praiseis somethingwe canand needto do 24-7, not just on Sundays. We can
praiseGod by beingthankfulandgrateful,by prayingandsingingto God, by see
ing everymomentasa gift andanopportunityto praiseGod.

Being Like Little Childr en

A third way we canwelcomeJesusnto our heartsandlivesis by beinglike alittle

child. If we wantto belike Jesuswe needto grow youngereachday, ratherthan
older In Matthew21:15-6,Matthewtells us, OButwhenthe chief priestsand the
teachersf thelaw sawthe wonderfulthingsJesusdid andthe childrenshoutingin

the templearea, Hosannato the Sonof David,Otheywere indignant. Do you hear
whatthesechildrenare saying?Theyaskedlesus.O¥s,OrepliedJesusOhaveyou
neverread, OFom the lips of infantsyou haveordainedpraise?0 Jesugefusedto

let the religious authoritiesdownplaythe worship of the childrenandin fact rein-

forced how importantit is that children praiseGod. God lovesit whenchildren
praiseHim, and thus the importanceof our children processingwith palmsthis
morning. Jesusalsosharedhe importanceof beinglike childrenin Mark 10:14-5,
saying,Q et thelittle childrencometo me,anddo not hinderthem,for thekingdom
of God belongsto suchasthese. | tell youthe truth, anyonewho will notreceive
the kingdomof God like a little child will neverenterit.O If we wantto receive
Jesusjf we wantto welcomeJesuswe needto belike little children,we needto

be willing to trust, to surrenderto be openandreceptiveto God, to seelife asan
adventurea gift, to seelife assomethingto be enjoyedandexperiencedto crawl

into our HeavenlyFathef3 lap andbe embracedy His love andgrace.

Just as the crowds welcomed Jesus, may we welcome Jesus into our hears
this morning by being thankful, by praising Him, by being like little children. Let

us pray now and welcome Him into every part of our life.
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