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Matthew 6:19-24; 1Timothy 6:17-21
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Intr oduction: What is that we treasure? If we were only allowedto take one

thing with us, whatwould it be? Whator who is mostimportantto us? As disck
plesandfollowers of Christ,Jesusallsusto completeandtotal allegianceto Him.
How canwe treasureJesusn our hearts?

Making Jesus ourTreasure

Jesugells usin 6:19-21,dDo not store up for yourselvesreasueson earth,whee
moth and rust destoy, and whele thievesbreak in and steal. For whee your
treasue is, there your heartwill be also.O Jesusnovesherefrom speakingof re-
ligious practiceso how we shouldhandlematerialismandresourcesn the outside
world. Jesuscontraststwo typesof treasurehere,that of the world and that of
heaven. The earthlytreasuresre both impermanentnd corruptible,while heav
enly treasuresare both eternalandindestructible. In the East,the wealthy would
investlarge amountsof moneyin their clothes. Unfortunately suchclothescould
be eatenaway by moths. The word herefor rust, brosis,meansto eataway such
asby rustor rodents. Othermenhadtheir wealthwrappedup in the cornandgrain
thattheystockpiledandstoredaway Worms,rats,verminandmicewould getinto
the grain and literally eataway at their wealth. The word herefor dig through,
diorusseinmeando breakin. The Palestiniarhomeshadwalls thatweremadeof
bakedclay, that could be easilybrokeninto. Jesuss sayingthatno earthlytreas
ureswere safein the ancientworld. Of coursethis is true todaytoo, asdisasters
canhappenwe canlose our homesand possessions oneinstancewe canlose
moneyin investmentswe canlose homeequity asthe marketcools. Nothingin
thisworld is secure.

How abouttreasure®f heaven?The Jewsviewedthe treasure®f heavenn two
mainways: eitherworks on earththatlastan eternity suchasthe developmenbf
Christiancharacter;anincreaseof faith, hopeor charity;growthin the knowledge
of Christ; or introducingothersto Christ; or the useof moneyfor Christiancauses,
or character Fergusonremindsus that materialprosperityis not the sign of God®
blessings. Rather aswe haveseenin the Sermonon the Mount, we are blessed
whenwe are humble,poorin spirit, mourningover our sin, or persecutedor the
sake of righteousness. Real spirituality flows from releasingour possessions,
ratherthanhoardingthem. Ultimately, asJobsays,in 1:4, Nakedl camefrommy
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mothe® womb,and naked! shall returnO Whenwe die andgo to heavenall we
will takewith usis our character Jesusasksus this question:whatdo you value?
Thisworld or heaven?

Jesus demands our heart, live, soul andTdie word heart refers to the core
of who we are, so if we are to give Jesus our heart, we must give Him all of our
lives. Bonhoder says discipleship can only be maintained when we do not allow
anything to come between us and JesAierldly possessions can distract us from
Jesus, for as we enjoy the world, we too easilgdbour deep and aching need for
Christ and for His cross. Everything else will fade aviay Jesus will always be
with us. May we treasure Him!

Seeing Clearly

We needJesuso help usto seeclearly Jesugells usin 6:22-3, OFheeyeis the
lamp of the body If your eyesare good,your wholebodywill befull of light. But
if your eyesare bad, your wholebodywill be full of darkness. If the light within

youis darknesshowgreatis that darknessD In the Scripturesthe eyesarelinked
to the heart,or arethe equivalentfor both affect the entirebody Jesusagainpro-

vides us with a choiceor contrast: Will our eyesightbe goodor bad? Clear or
murky? Scripturealso presentdight and darknessas spiritual symbolsfor life

lived for God or for sin, for Jesusor for theworld. Whatwill our heartsandeyes
see?Will we setour sightsandheartson Jesusr onourselves.

Barclayinterestinglytells us thatthe word herefor singleeyeis haplous,or gen
erous. Jesughenis commandinguisto havegenerougyes,a generouseart,to be
generousand graciousas God is to us. Barclay saysthe word here for evil,
ponepns meansgrudging or ungenerous. How can we be generous? By not
thinking the worstof othersor repeatinghe worstof others. We alsomustbe gen
erousin our actions,sharingthe gifts God hasgivenuswith others. A lack of gen
erositywill damageall of our relationshipswith ourselveswith others,with God,
aswe causebitternessandresentmento flourishin our lives.

Whatis it that distortsour vision? Prejudicekeepsus from seeingclearly,
eitherourselvesor others. Jealousycanalsodistort our vision. Self-conceitalso
candistortour vision. A distortedheartor eye,onemarkedandmarredby sin will
keepus from seeingandworshippingJesus. We mustturn asidefrom the world,
andturnbackto Godif we areto truly seeJesudor who Heis.
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Who will you serve?

Jesudells us that we must makea decisionof who we will serve,whetherit be
Him or someoner somethingelse. Jesudells us, ONo onecan servetwo masters.
Either hewill hatethe oneandlovethe other or he will be devotedo the oneand
despisethe other You cannotserveboth God and MoneyO Barclaytells us that
this word for serveis strongerthanit may appear Theword doulein,meansslave.
At thattime, a slavewasa living possessiortptally atthe mercyof its masteyand
could be beatenthrown out, andevenkilled. Slaveshadno time for themselves
andno freedoms. Barclay saysthat as Christians,we areto seehow this canbe
truefor us. We too areto seethatwe haveno rightson our own. We areto always
ponderwhat God wantsfrom us, ratherthanwhatwe want. Beinga Christianis a
24-7job. We areto literally give God our completeobedience.Godis muchmore
deservingof being our mastey than what He has created,such as Mammon or
Money.

Barclaysaysthe Hebrewword hereMamon,is the word for materialpossessions.
Originally it was not a bad word, and the root is to entrust,suchasto entrusta
bankerwith your wealth. Overtime, however it took on a negativesensepf that
which a man putshis trustin. Who thendo we trust? Money or God? In Psalm
24:1,we seethateverythingbelongsto God, that Orheearthis the Lord®and eve
rything in it, the world, and all who live in it.0O So, whenwe worship moneyor
makemoneya falseidol, we areobviouslyworshippingsomethingfar lesspower
ful thanourrealGod.

Bonhoefer saysthatwe mustgive our entireheartto God andthatwe mustgetrid
of anythingthatseekgo takeawayour attentionfrom God. Our heartshaveroom
only for onemasteyandthatmustbe God. Stottsaysthat Godcanonly be served
with entire and exclusivedevotion. Who or what will we worship? Dream of?
Spendtime pursuing? Luther said, OWhenevethe Gospelis taught,and people
seekto live accordingto it, therearetwo terrible plaguesthat alwaysarise:false
preachersand Sir Greedwho obstructsright living.O May our hearts visionsand
lives centeron Jesusnot money
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