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Intr oduction: The New Year is a time of celebration, of making resolutions, of 
pondering life, and of  how we can make changes in our lives.  As Christians, we 
can celebrate a new life daily as we celebrate that Jesus has died for us, and offers 
us a new life in Him.  As we make resolutions this year, let us make spiritual ones 
too.  Let us prayerfully ponder how we can resolve to enjoy and to be like Christ in 
each and every moment.

GodÕs compassion is new every morning

 No matter what has happened in our lives, no matter what 2005 was like for you, 
no matter what yesterday or even earlier this morning was like for you, GodÕs 
compassion is new every morning.  God graciously blesses us with new life, new 
hope, new peace and new joy each and every morning, as we patiently and faith-
fully wait on Him.  Hear again this amazing news, 

ÒYet this I  call to mind and therefore I have hope; Because of the LordÕs 
great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail.  They are new 
every morning, great is your faithfulness.  I  say to myself, ÒThe Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will  wait for Him.Ó The Lord is good to those who hope is in Him, to the 
one who seeks Him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.Ó   

New life does not and cannot flow from our own efforts.  We cannot change 
our lives, no matter how hard we try, for we are not in control or as powerful as we 
think we are.  Only God, the creator of all life, has the power to renew us and to 
give us new life.  Because God loves us so deeply and dearly, He has given us Je-
sus, who has taken the journey to the cross, so that we might enjoy new life and 
new hope.  New life is to be a hallmark of our relationship with God, as the Holy 
Spirit is constantly at work in us, renewing and remaking us in the image of Christ. 
 Only God brings us new life,  for we cannot do it on our own.

We can have new life because God never gives up on us, even though at 
times we may give up on Him or doubt His power.  Even in the darkest days, God 
is with us and compassionately loves us, saves us, and gives us new life.  God is 
never done with us, and is always working in our lives, doing a new thing in our 
lives, bringing us new life.  Let us choose to hope and wait on Him this morning.  
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Let us celebrate that we can be made whole again because of Jesus.  Let us not 
give up on the One who never gives up on us, who never lets us out of His sight or 
loving embrace.

In Christ, We are Made New

 As we come to believe and trust in Jesus Christ, our lives are never the same 
again.  God is in the business of making new lives.  Remember what happened 
with the disciples, whose lives were eternally changed by Jesus, who left behind 
fishing nets, to go fishing for people and who each took their own journey to the 
cross.  Think of Paul, the Christian persecutor, who was converted in one moment, 
and spent the rest of his life as a captive to Christ.  At times, we can get too com-
fortable in our faith journey, and we forget that we are not finished creations, that 
God still has work to do in our lives.  We are not perfect yet, we are not fully  like 
Jesus yet, and so God still offers us new life, if  we are willing  to be transformed 
and renewed by the Holy Spirit.  The gift of new life is an ongoing and perpetual 
process, a neverending journey of being constantly transformed to be like Christ.

 New life flows only from our relationship with Christ.  Paul says, ÒTherefore if 
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has gone and the new has 
come!Ó  2 Cor 5:17.  Because of our relationship with Christ, we are now new 
people.  We are no longer who we were, and we are in the process of becoming 
who God has created us to be.  We are a new creation, for the old has gone and the 
new has come.  Paul emphatically says that new life is not optional, rather new life 
is to be expected and enjoyed.  This new life flows from knowing and being in a 
relationship with Christ.  The death of Christ on the cross has ushered in a new era 
and a new opportunity for us to relate to God and to be reconciled to God.  The old 
order centered around sin, death, the flesh and selfishness.  The new order revolves 
around Jesus, reconciliation with and forgiveness by God, renewal in and through 
the Spirit.  We are now a new creation because of Jesus.  

 One way that we can enjoy the new life Christ offers us is through making spiri-
tual resolutions.  Some include prayer, enjoying each moment, slowing down the 
pace of our lives, sensing and seeing Jesus in the little things, being and speaking 
grace.  
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