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e OThe Old Has Gone, the New Has Come!O
Lamentations 3:21-6; 1 Corinthians 5:16-21
January 8, 2006

Intr oduction: The New Yearis a time of celebration,of making resolutions,of

ponderinglife, andof how we canmakechangesn our lives. As Christianswe
cancelebratea newlife daily aswe celebratehat Jesushasdiedfor us,andoffers
usanewlife in Him. As we makeresolutionghis year let us makespiritual ones
too. Let usprayerfullypondernow we canresolveto enjoyandto belike Christin

eachandeverymoment.

God® compassion is new every morning

No matterwhat hashappenedn our lives, no matterwhat 2005waslike for you,

no matter what yesterdayor even earlier this morning was like for you, God®
compassions new everymorning. God graciouslyblessesus with new life, new
hope,new peaceand new joy eachandeverymorning,aswe patiently andfaith-
fully wait on Him. Hearagainthis amazingnews,

Ofet this | call to mind and therefore | have hope; Becauseof the Lord®
great love we are not consumedfor His compassionsieverfail. Theyare new
everymorning,greatis your faithfulness.| sayto myselfOThe_ord is myportion;
therefore | will wait for Him.OTheLord is goodto thosewhohopeis in Him, to the
onewhoseekdim; it is goodto wait quietlyfor the salvationof the Lord.O

New life doesnot andcannotflow from our own efforts. We cannotchange
our lives, no matterhow hardwe try, for we arenotin controlor aspowerfulaswe
think we are. Only God, the creatorof all life, hasthe powerto renewus andto
give usnewlife. Becausesodlovesussodeeplyanddearly He hasgivenus Je
sus,who hastakenthe journeyto the cross,so that we might enjoy new life and
new hope. New life is to be a hallmarkof our relationshipwith God, asthe Holy
Spiritis constantlyat work in us, renewingandremakingusin theimageof Christ.

Only Godbringsusnewlife, for we cannotdo it on our own.

We can have new life becauseGod nevergives up on us, eventhoughat
timeswe may give up on Him or doubtHis power Evenin the darkestdays,God
Is with us and compassionatelfjovesus, savesus, andgivesus new life. Godis
neverdonewith us, andis alwaysworking in our lives, doing a new thing in our
lives, bringingus newlife. Let uschooseto hopeandwait on Him this morning.
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Let us celebratethat we can be madewhole againbecauseof Jesus. Let us not
give up onthe Onewho nevergivesup on us,who neverlets us out of His sightor
loving embrace.

In Christ, We are Made New

As we cometo believe and trust in JesusChrist, our lives are neverthe same
again. Godis in the businessof making new lives. Remembemwhat happened
with the disciples,whoselives were eternallychangedoy Jesuswho left behind
fishing nets,to go fishing for peopleandwho eachtook their own journeyto the
cross. Think of Paul,the Christianpersecutgrwho was convertedn onemoment,
andspenttherestof his life asa captiveto Christ. At times,we cangettoo com
fortablein our faith journey andwe forgetthat we are not finished creationsthat
Godstill haswork to doin our lives. We arenot perfectyet, we arenot fully like
Jesusyet, and so God still offers us new life, if we arewilling to be transformed
andrenewedby the Holy Spirit. The gift of newlife is an ongoingand perpetual
processaneverendingourneyof beingconstantlytransformedo belike Christ.

New life flows only from our relationshipwith Christ. Paul says,Orheefore if
anyoneis in Christ, they are a new creation; the old has goneand the new has
come!O 2 Cor 5:17. Becauseof our relationshipwith Christ, we are now new
people. We are no longerwho we were,andwe are in the processof becoming
who Godhascreatedusto be. We area new creation,for the old hasgoneandthe
new hascome. Paulemphaticallysaysthatnewlife is not optional,rathernewlife
IS to be expectedand enjoyed. This new life flows from knowing andbeingin a
relationshipwith Christ. The deathof Christon the crosshasusheredn anewera
anda new opportunityfor usto relateto Godandto bereconciledio God. Theold
ordercenteredaroundsin, death thefleshandselfishness.The neworderrevolves
aroundJesusyreconciliationwith andforgivenesshy God, renewalin andthrough
the Spirit. We arenow a newcreationbecausef Jesus.

Oneway that we canenjoy the newlife Christoffers usis throughmakingspiri-
tual resolutions. Someinclude prayer enjoyingeachmoment,slowing down the
paceof our lives, sensingand seeingJesudn the little things,beingandspeaking
grace.
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