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OThe Blessing of Seeing GodO
Hebrews 12:14-17; Matthew 5:8

Intr oduction: Sometimespeoplewill sayto me that they wish they could see
God, atwork or alive aroundthem. How canl, theyaskme? Whatdo we needto

do to hearfrom andto seeGod? Do we evenwant to seeGod or are we more
comfortablewith a distantGodor a Godwe cancontrol? How canwe look for and
seeGodin new unexpecte@nddifferentways? How canwe beblessedy seeing
God?

Cleaning out the Junk

This beatitudereinforcesthe importanceof taking the time to examineourselves,
to prayerfullyponderhow we needto becomemorelike Jesus.lIt is essentiafor us
to affirm thatGod caresdeeplyaboutpurity andaboutour spiritual healthandwell
being. It is also essentialfor us to affirm that we havea role to play in being
spiritually healthy Although we needto leanon the graceof God, we also must
makesomebasicdecisiondn our lives: suchas,Will | forgive?Will | be merciful?

Will | love othersas| love myself? Will | respondwith a yesandyahooto the
invitation andinitiation of Godin my life? This beatituderemindsusthatwe have
to takeresponsibilityfor the stateof our souls,insteadof blamingothersor blam
ing life for what hashappenedo us. We needto confessthat we are sinners,in
dire anddeepneedof the cleansingandforgiving graceof God. As David saysin
Psalm24, ONho may ascendthe hill of the Lord? Who may standin His holy
place? He who hascleanhandsanda pure heart,who doesnot lift his soulto an
idol or swearby whatis false.O Purity mattersto God andshouldmatterto us. If
we wantto enterinto the presencef God,we mustbepure.

The Greek word for pure is kathardBhis word has a variety of uses.
Originally, it meant clean in terms of a soiled clothes which have been made clean.
The term is also used for making pure or clean, such as purification by fire, or
cleansing a vine by pruning. In a levitical or religious sense, the word means to be
clean, to not use what is forbidden. Ethicalhe word means to be free from-cor
rupt desire, from sin and guilt, to be blameless and innoddm&.word often ap
pears with the Greek word, akeratos, which was used for milk or water that was
unadulterated by wateor metal with no alloy in it.The term then refers to being
clean, purity means that we live for God alone, that only God rules over our hearts.
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Purity requiresa consciousand devotedcommitmentto follow Jesusto be-
long to God. Most of us,if we arehonestwill admitthatwe havedivided hearts,
attimes,we serveGodandat othertimes,we serveourselves.Jesugallsusto ex-
amineour thoughts,our words,our behaviorsandto be moreawareof our motiva
tions and our intents. Why do we do goodthings or serveat church? To please
Godor to look goodfor others? Do we readthe Bible andpray out of guilt or out
of hungerandthirst for God? Is our faith basedon actionor on relationshipwith
Jesus?As believerswe mustalwaysbe conductingspiritualinventoriesto ensure
that our heartsare pure, and that we are focusedon giving glory to God alone,
ratherthanto ourselves.

We live in an impure and dirty world, full of obscenelanguage;videos,
songs,gamesand moviesthat glorify violence;entertainmenthat cheapensexu
ality andtaintsthe marriagebed; pornographythat warpsour souls. How canwe
stay pure? We mustfocuson andlose ourselvesn our Holy God, we mustflee
from andavoidimpurity like the plague. We needto ruthlesslycleanout the junk
in our lives. Fastingandpenitence.Smokef3 lungsandheart. How cleanis your
soul?

Where and what is in yourHeart

A key questionfor eachof usis whereis your heart? The Greekword for heartis
kardia. This word canreferto the actualphysicalorganof the heart,which is the
centreof the circulationof the blood,andthusregardedasthe seatof physicallife.
The word canalsosymbolicallymeanthe centreand seatof spiritual life, the soul
or mind asthe fountainandseatof all thoughts passionsgdesiresandpurposesthe
centerof the will andcharacterthe soul of a person. In this case the meaningis
thatof the heartbeingthe centerof one®being,including the mind, will andemo
tions.

WhenJesusspeakof purity of hearthere,He is referringto the spiritual condition
of ourinnerbeing,of who we areatthe coreof our being. Jesuss sayingwe must
havepurethoughtsand motivations,andthatin essencewe areto internalizethe
commandment®f God. We areto haveintegrity at the core of who we are, to
haveconsistencypetweerthe inner andouterpartsof who we are. In Acts 13:22,
Paultells us that God choseDavid becauseQ havefound David, son of Jessea
man after my own heart; He will do everythingl want him to do.O God is still
looking for peoplewho arewilling to live for andto seekHim, whoseheartbeats
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for Him. In all of who we are,we areto seekto be pure,in word, thought,deed
andaction.

As we preparefor the Lord® Suppernext week, and Ash Wednesdaythis
week,we areremindedthat purity mattersto God, andthatit is only the blood of
Christ that can cleanseus and washus aswhite assnow As we preparefor this
week,let usseekto be pureandcleansed.

Seeing God

What doesit meanto seeGod? How canwe enterinto His presence?Interest
ingly, in Exodus33:20,God tells Moses,Orou cannotseemy face,for no onemay
seemeandlive. Godsaysthis becausanimpureandsinful personcannotlook on
a holy God andexpectto survive. Innerandouterpurity is necessaryf we areto
seeandto know God. Goddesiresandyearnsfor usto be holy. Godwantsusto
be setapartfrom our world, asHeis. As Petersays,in 1 Peter1:15-6,Butjustas
He who called you s holy, sobe holy in all youdo: for it is written, be holy, be-
causel amholy.

We areto belike Godif we wantto seeGod. We areto setourselvesapart
from sinandimpurity, andbe setapartto God. Purity thenleadsto seeingGod, for
a holy goddemands holy people.The authorof Hebrewsreinforcesthisin 12:14,
saying,Onakeeveryeffort to live in peacewith all peopleand to be holy; without
holinessno onewill seethe Lord.O Thetruth is thatwe only seewhatwe areable
to see,bothin a physicalandspiritual sense. Our sin separatesis from God and
distractsus from seeingclearlywho He is andwho we are. Only asthe graceand
crossof God cleanseaus, are we able to start making the right choicesand to
chooseGodratherthansin. We canseeGod, we canenterinto His presencavhen
we havededicatedur livesto Him.

As Eugene Peterson tells us,YBuOre blessed when you get you inside world-your mind and heart-put right, then
you can see God in the outside worl8lessed is the person whose motiveseaabsolutely pue, for that person

will be able to see God.The good news is that God wants us to see Him, and has given us thessrof Christ,

so that we can be cleansed and made puand given access to His psence and thone. Praise God!
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