
February 26, 2006
“The Blessing of Seeing God”

Hebrews 12:14-17; Matthew 5:8

Introduction:  Sometimes, people will say to me that they wish they could see 
God, at work or alive around them.  How can I, they ask me?  What do we need to 
do to hear from and to see God?  Do we even want to see God or are we more 
comfortable with a distant God or a God we can control?  How can we look for and 
see God in new, unexpected and different ways?  How can we be blessed by seeing 
God?

Cleaning out the Junk

 This beatitude reinforces the importance of taking the time to examine ourselves, 
to prayerfully ponder how we need to become more like Jesus.  It is essential for us 
to affirm that God cares deeply about purity and about our spiritual health and well 
being.  It is also essential for us to affirm that we have a role to play in being 
spiritually healthy.  Although we need to lean on the grace of God, we also must 
make some basic decisions in our lives: such as, Will I forgive? Will I be merciful? 
 Will I love others as I love myself?  Will I respond with a yes and yahoo to the 
invitation and initiation of God in my life?  This beatitude reminds us that we have 
to take responsibility for the state of our souls, instead of blaming others or blam-
ing life for what has happened to us.  We need to confess that we are sinners, in 
dire and deep need of the cleansing and forgiving grace of God.  As David says in 
Psalm 24, “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in His holy 
place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift his soul to an 
idol or swear by what is false.”  Purity matters to God and should matter to us.  If 
we want to enter into the presence of God, we must be pure.  

 The Greek word for pure is katharos.  This word has a variety of uses.  
Originally, it meant clean in terms of a soiled clothes which have been made clean.  
The term is also used for making pure or clean, such as purification by fire, or 
cleansing a vine by pruning.  In a levitical or religious sense, the word means to be 
clean, to not use what is forbidden.  Ethically, the word means to be free from cor-
rupt desire, from sin and guilt, to be blameless and innocent.  The word often ap-
pears with the Greek word, akeratos, which was used for milk or water that was 
unadulterated by water, or metal with no alloy in it.  The term then refers to being 
clean, purity means that we live for God alone, that only God rules over our hearts.  
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Purity requires a conscious and devoted commitment to follow Jesus, to be-
long to God.  Most of us, if we are honest, will admit that we have divided hearts, 
at times, we serve God and at other times, we serve ourselves.  Jesus calls us to ex-
amine our thoughts, our words, our behaviors and to be more aware of our motiva-
tions and our intents.  Why do we do good things or serve at church?  To please 
God or to look good for others?  Do we read the Bible and pray out of guilt or out 
of hunger and thirst for God?  Is our faith based on action or on relationship with 
Jesus?  As believers, we must always be conducting spiritual inventories, to ensure 
that our hearts are pure, and that we are focused on giving glory to God alone, 
rather than to ourselves.  

We live in an impure and dirty world, full of obscene language; videos, 
songs, games and movies that glorify violence; entertainment that cheapens sexu-
ality and taints the marriage bed; pornography that warps our souls.  How can we 
stay pure?  We must focus on and lose ourselves in our Holy God, we must flee 
from and avoid impurity like the plague.   We need to ruthlessly clean out the junk 
in our lives.  Fasting and penitence.  Smoker’s lungs and heart.  How clean is your 
soul?

Where and what is in your Heart

 A key question for each of us is where is your heart?  The Greek word for heart is 
kardia.  This word can refer to the actual physical organ of the heart, which is the 
centre of the circulation of the blood, and thus regarded as the seat of physical life.  
The word can also symbolically mean the centre and seat of spiritual life, the soul 
or mind as the fountain and seat of all thoughts, passions, desires and purposes, the 
center of the will and character, the soul of a person.  In this case, the meaning is 
that of the heart being the center of one’s being, including the mind, will and emo-
tions.  

 When Jesus speaks of purity of heart here, He is referring to the spiritual condition 
of our inner being, of who we are at the core of our being.  Jesus is saying we must 
have pure thoughts and motivations, and that in essence, we are to internalize the 
commandments of God.  We are to have integrity at the core of who we are, to 
have consistency between the inner and outer parts of who we are.  In Acts 13:22, 
Paul tells us that God chose David because, “I have found David, son of  Jesse a 
man after my own heart; He will do everything I want him to do.”  God is still 
looking for people who are willing to live for and to seek Him, whose heart beats 
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for Him.  In all of who we are, we are to seek to be pure, in word, thought, deed 
and action.

As we prepare for the Lord’s Supper next week, and Ash Wednesday this 
week, we are reminded that purity matters to God, and that it is only the blood of 
Christ that can cleanse us and wash us as white as snow.  As we prepare for this 
week, let us seek to be pure and cleansed.  

Seeing God

 What does it mean to see God?  How can we enter into His presence?  Interest-
ingly, in Exodus 33:20, God tells Moses, “You cannot see my face, for no one may 
see me and live.  God says this because an impure and sinful person cannot look on 
a holy God and expect to survive.  Inner and outer purity is necessary if we are to 
see and to know God.  God desires and yearns for us to be holy.  God wants us to 
be set apart from our world, as He is.  As Peter says, in 1 Peter 1:15-6, “But just as 
He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do:  for it is written, be holy, be-
cause I am holy.   

We are to be like God if we want to see God.  We are to set ourselves apart 
from sin and impurity, and be set apart to God.  Purity then leads to seeing God, for 
a holy god demands a holy people. The author of Hebrews reinforces this in 12:14, 
saying, “make every effort to live in peace with all people and to be holy; without 
holiness no one will see the Lord.”  The truth is that we only see what we are able 
to see, both in a physical and spiritual sense.  Our sin separates us from God and 
distracts us from seeing clearly who He is and who we are.  Only as the grace and 
cross of God cleanses us, are we able to start making the right choices and to 
choose God rather than sin.  We can see God, we can enter into His presence when 
we have dedicated our lives to Him.  

As Eugene Peterson tells us, “You’re blessed when you get you inside world-your mind and heart-put right, then 
you can see God in the outside world.  Blessed is the person whose motives are absolutely pure, for that person 
will be able to see God.  The good news is that God wants us to see Him, and has given us the cross of Christ, 
so that we can be cleansed and made pure and given access to His presence and throne.  Praise God!
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