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James 3: 14-18; Matthew 5:9

Introduction:     Blessed are the peacemakers.  What does the word peacemaker 
bring to mind for you?  The UN soldiers, who wear blue hats.  A bumper sticker on 
Suzanne’s car.  What does it mean for us as believers to not only be people of 
peace, but to be peacemakers?

Making Peace

Jesus tells us that we are blessed if we are peacemakers.  What is peace and 
how can we be peacemakers?  In Hebrew the word for peace is shalom, which 
means everything which makes for humanity’s highest good.  This term does not 
refer to the absence of evil, but rather to the enjoyment of all good things.  Shalom 
then is a word that encompasses all of life.  The blessing here is not for those who 
love peace, who want peace, or who yearn for peace.  The blessing here is for those 
who make peace, and this word for peacemakers appears only here in the New 
Testament.  This beatitude demands that we actively seek to make peace, 
regardless of how others treat us.  There are three possibilities for what this may 
mean:

Blessed are those who make this world a better place for others to live in.  
Or, as many early scholars suggest, blessed is the person who makes themselves 
have peace in their own heart, life and soul.  We all face an internal tug of war in 
our souls, between good and evil.  Blessed are we when we have internal peace.  
Or, third, if we are consistent with early rabbinical thinking, blessed are we when 
we help others be at peace with one another.  Blessed is the one who cultivates 
peaceful relationships between others.  This is the highest call of humanity 
according to the rabbis.  This is the definition Jesus meant.  Blessed are those who 
advise others to live and to be at peace, who actively avoid strife and hatred.

Being God’s Children

One of the affirmations of Scripture is that our God is a God of peace.  As 
Paul says throughout his letters, including in Romans 15:33, “The God of  peace be 
with you all, Amen.”  Our God is a God of peace, and so if we want to be His 
children, we need to model and mirror His character, as people who love and seek 
peace.  Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children 
of God.”  This is a typical Jewish expression.  In Hebrew, there is a scarcity of 
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adjectives, so instead of saying that someone is peaceful, we say someone is a son 
or daughter of peace.  Those who make peace are blessed because they are doing 
the work and will of God.

It is important to remember too that these words were shared in the context 
of a larger struggle within Jewish society of how to respond to the oppression of 
Rome.  A debate raged then of how whether God’s kingdom could be brought 
about through violence or through making peace?  Jewish revolutionaries, called 
Zealots, wanted to prove they were loyal sons of God, by advocating a violent 
overthrow of the Roman authorities.  Here, Jesus is calling us to follow a different 
way.  The kingdom of God has all the power it needs to overcome and overthrow 
worldly powers, and thus violent efforts are totally uncalled for.  As James says, in 
3:18, “Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of  righteousness.”  Being a 
peacemaker then leads to righteousness, for peace is one of the fruits of the Spirit, 
and a sign of the presence and character of God.

Leaving a Wake of Peace

What kind of trail or wake do we leave behind ourselves?  What kind of 
impact do we have on the lives of others?  There are some people who are always 
accompanied by a trail of conflict and discord, who seem to be surrounded by 
storms.  And then there are others who don’t allow bitterness to overcome them, 
who bridge gulfs and gaps with others, who bring healing and blessing to the lives 
of others.  Which are you?  Jesus clearly left behind a legacy of peace, healing and 
wholeness.  Jesus touched and impacted the lives of those around Him, in a 
powerful and eternal way.  As children of God, we are called to be agents of 
healing, blessing and life giving to others.

Blessed are those who produce right relationships between fellow human 
beings, for in doing so, they are doing the work of God.  Or as Eugene Peterson 
says, “Blessed are you when you can show people how to cooperate instead of  to 
compete or fight.  That’s when you discover who you really are, and your place in 
God’s family.”

Making Peace Like Jesus Did

As we celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper we are reminded that 
Jesus made peace for us, with God and with one another.  As Paul says about the 
new relationship between Jews and Gentiles in Ephesians 2:14-18, “or he himself 
is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing 
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wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and 
regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus 
making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of  them to God through the 
cross, by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit.”

In Romans 5:1-2, Paul says, “Therefore, since we have been justified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we 
have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  As we partake of the Sacrament, may we 
recommit ourselves to making peace with others and with God, by sharing and 
embracing the gift of the cross.
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