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OThe Blessing of RelationshipO
March 5, 2006
James 3: 14-18; Matthew 5:9

Intr oduction:  Blessedarethe peacemakersWhat doesthe word peacemaker
bring to mind for you? The UN soldiers,who wearblue hats. A bumperstickeron
SuzanneCrar What doesit meanfor us as believersto not only be peopleof
peaceputto bepeacemakers?

Making Peace

Jesudells usthatwe areblessedf we arepeacemakersWhatis peaceand
how can we be peacemakers?n Hebrewthe word for peaceis shalom,which
meanseverythingwhich makesfor humanity®highestgood. This term doesnot
referto theabsencef evil, but ratherto the enjoymentof all goodthings. Shalom
thenis a word thatencompasseall of life. The blessinghereis not for thosewho
love peacewho wantpeacepr who yearnfor peace.Theblessinghereis for those
who make peace,and this word for peacemakerappearsonly herein the New
Testament. This beatitude demandsthat we actively seek to make peace,
regardlesof how otherstreatus. Therearethreepossibilitiesfor what this may
mean:

Blessedare thosewho makethis world a betterplacefor othersto live in.
Or, as many early scholarssuggestplesseds the personwho makesthemselves
havepeacein their own heart,life andsoul. We all faceaninternaltug of war in
our souls,betweengoodandevil. Blessedare we whenwe haveinternal peace.
Or, third, if we are consistenwith early rabbinicalthinking, blessedarewe when
we help othersbe at peacewith one another Blessedis the one who cultivates
peaceful relationshipsbetweenothers. This is the highest call of humanity
accordingto therabbis. This is the definition Jesusgmeant. Blessedarethosewho
adviseothersto live andto be at peacewho activelyavoidstrife andhatred.

Being God® Children

Oneof the affirmationsof Scriptureis that our Godis a God of peace. As
Paulsaysthroughouthis letters,includingin Romansl5:33,0TheGod of peacebe
with you all, Amen.O Our God is a God of peace,and so if we wantto be His
children,we needto modelandmirror His characteraspeoplewho love andseek
peace. Jesussays,OBlessedre the peacemakerdpr theyshall be called children
of God.O This is a typical Jewishexpression. In Hebrew thereis a scarcity of
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adjectivessoinsteadof sayingthatsomeonas peacefulwe saysomeonas a son
or daughterof peace. Thosewho makepeaceare blessedbecauseahey are doing
thework andwill of God.

It is importantto remembettoo thatthesewordswere sharedn the context
of a larger strugglewithin Jewishsocietyof how to respondto the oppressiorof
Rome. A debateragedthen of how whether God® kingdom could be brought
aboutthroughviolenceor through making peace? Jewishrevolutionariescalled
Zealots,wantedto prove they were loyal sonsof God, by advocatinga violent
overthrowof the Romanauthorities. Here,Jesuss calling usto follow a different
way. The kingdomof God hasall the powerit needsto overcomeand overthrow
worldly powers,andthusviolent efforts aretotally uncalledfor. As Jamessays,in
3:18, OPeacemakemsho sowin peaceraise a harvestof righteousness.@eing a
peacemakethenleadsto righteousnesdpr peacas oneof the fruits of the Spirit,
andasignof the presence andharactenf God.

Leaving aWake of Peace

What kind of trail or wake do we leave behind ourselves? What kind of
impactdo we haveon the lives of others? Therearesomepeoplewho arealways
accompanieddy a trail of conflict and discord, who seemto be surroundedby
storms. And thenthereare otherswho don®allow bitternessto overcomethem,
who bridgegulfs andgapswith others,who bring healingandblessingto the lives
of others. Which areyou? Jesu<learlyleft behindalegacyof peacehealingand
wholeness. Jesustouchedand impactedthe lives of those around Him, in a
powerful and eternalway. As children of God, we are called to be agentsof
healing,blessingandlife giving to others.

Blessedare thosewho produceright relationshipsbetweenfellow human
beings,for in doing so, they are doing the work of God. Or as EugenePeterson
says,OBlessedre you whenyou can showpeoplehowto cooperateinsteadof to
competeor fight. That®whenyou discoverwho youreally are, and your placein
God&family.O

Making Peace Like Jesus Did

As we celebratethe Sacramenbf the Lord® Supperwe are remindedthat
Jesusnadepeacefor us, with God andwith oneanother As Paulsaysaboutthe
new relationshipbetweenJewsand Gentilesin Ephesian:14-18,00r he himself
is our peace whohasmadethetwo oneandhasdestoyedthe barrier, thedividing
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wall of hostility, by abolishingin his flesh the law with its commandmentand
regulations His purposewasto createin himselfonenewmanout of the two, thus
makingpeace,andin this onebodyto reconcileboth of themto God throughthe
cross,by which he put to deaththeir hostility. He cameand preachedoeaceto you
who were far away and peaceto thosewho were near For through him we both
haveaccesgo the Fatherby oneSpirit.O

In Romans5:1-2, Paul says, OTheefore, since we have beenjustified by
faith, we have peacewith God through our Lord JesusChrist. Through him we
have also obtained accessby faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.O As we partakeof the Sacramentmay we
recommitourselvesto making peacewith othersand with God, by sharingand
embracinghegift of thecross.
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