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Intr oduction:

Mercy. How oftendo we hearthatword thesedays? A greatChristianband
is calledMercy Me. | think of my grandmothemho would say mercy asan ex-
clamation,or perhapsn moviessetin medievaltimes. Whatdoesit meanto em
braceandto extendmercy? Thedictionarysaysmercymeango bekind andcom
passionatdn how we treat others,to be benevolentor forgiving of others,or
somethingo bethankfulfor. Mercy is oneof thosewordsthatalmosthasdropped
out of our vocabulary How canwe reclaim this word and embraceanewbeing
merciful and sharingmercy with others? How canwe be more like Jesuswho
embodiedmercy?

The Call to Be People of Mety

Oneof thefundamentahssertion®f Scriptureis thatif we wantto enjoy, embrace
andexperiencemercy we mustbe willing to be merciful andforgiving to others.
As Jesussaysin Matthew 5:7, OBlessedre the mewciful, for theywill be shown
mercy.O0 Thereis a direct link then betweenexperiencingand sharing mercy

Mercy is a gift from God, a gift of God® graceand love, a gift we could never
hopeto earnor deserveon our own. Mercy is to be a gift thatwe give to others,
not becausehey haveearnedor deservedt, but becauseve know of the joy of

mercyandof graciouslyreceivingmercy In beingmerciful, we mirror andmodel
the characteof God,who is alwaysgracious alwaysmerciful andalwayscompas

sionate.

We seethis threadof thoughtthroughoutScripture,suchasin the Lord® Prayey
which we prayedearlierthis morning. Remembewhenwe quotedfrom Matthew
6:12,aswe prayed,drorgive us our debtsas we forgive our debtorsO Jesugein
forcesthis truth in 6:14-5,saying,dror if you forgive peoplewhentheysin against
you, your HeavenlyFather will alsoforgive you. Butif you do not forgive others
their sins,your Fatherwill not forgive your sins.O Mercy andforgivenessarein-
terwoven,andaswe aretransformedy the mercyof God, we too mustextendand
sharethis mercywith others,regardlesof whetherthey deservet. After all, do
we deserveGod®mercy compassiomndforgiveness?
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Mercy flows from the Sharing of Life

Mercy flows from intentionally sharingin the lives of one anothey from literally
enteringinto the worlds, lives andheartsof others. The Greekword for mercy is
eleemonwhichin Hebrewis chesedh.The Hebrewword for mercymeando have
the ability to literally get right inside anotherperson®skin until we seethings
throughtheir eyes to think thingswith their mind, to feel thingswith their feelings.

Mercy thenis muchmorethanfeelingsorryfor someonemercyis sharingin their
life, experiencingtheir pain andjoy. Mercy involves a deliberateand conscious
commitmentof mind andwill to identify completelywith someoneslse.

It is alsointerestingto look at the Greekwordsfor sympathywhich aresynand
pascheinsyn meandogetherwith, andpascheirmeango suffer with or to expert
encewith. Sympathyliterally meanghatwe areto experiencehingstogethemith
anotherperson;that we areto go throughwhatthey go through. Mercy andsym-
pathy then involves a radical sharingin the lives and strugglesof others. If we
wantto be merciful, we mustradically andwithout reservatiorenterinto the lives
of others Jearningto seeandexperiencdife throughtheir eyesandhearts.

As we learnto be merciful, we learnto put asidejudgmentand irritability with
others,aswe learnthatthereis alwayssomethingoehindthe thoughts,wordsand
actionsof others. We learnto look andto havemercyfor the hiddenpains,wounds
andbrokennes®f others,while realizingthat God is bringing healingto our own
wounds,painsand brokenness.As EugenePetersortranslateghis verse,OrouCe
blessedvhenyoucare. Atthe momenbf beingcare-full, youfind yourselvesared
for.O

In life, we facea choiceof whetherwe will be peopleof mercyor judgment. Let
us choosemercy ratherthanjudgement. As Jamessaysin 2:12-3,Bpeakand act
asthosewho are goingto be judgedby the law that givesfreedom pecausgqudg-
mentwithout mercy will be shownto everyonewvho hasnot beenmerciful. Mercy
triumphsover judgment!O | look at my life and| seeto muchjudgmentand not
enoughmercy | seetoo muchharboringof bitternessandnot enoughgrace. Jesus
wantsusto befreedfrom this. Jesusvantsusto beforgivenandto forgive. Jesus
wantsusto beembracedy mercyandto give mercyto others.

In being merciful, we are being like Jesus
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In beingandbecomingpeopleof mercy we arereally becomingike Jesus.When
we remembemwhat God hasdonefor usin JesuChrist, we seethatin JesusGod
hasliterally andpowerfully gotteninto our skinsandlives, comingin fleshto truly
identify with us,to seethingswith our eyes,to feel thingswith our feelings. God
knowsthe strugglesjoys and achesof humanity for He hascometo usin Jesus.
The supreme=xampleof mercythatGodshowsusis in Jesus.As EugenePeterson
translatesJohn 1:14, in the Message Orhe Word becameflesh and blood, and
movedinto the neighbohood. We sawthe glory with our own eyes the one-of-a-
kind glory, like Father like Son,Genepusinsideand out, true fromstart to finish.O

What a greatway to think of the Incarnation,of the comingof God®Sonin the
flesh. Jesushasmovedinto our neighborhoodhaschosento enterinto our world,
lives, hearts,n orderto identify with us,andto die for us,to paythe price for our
sins, in orderthat we might have new life, be forgiven, be embracedconsumed
andoverwhelmedy mercy

Thisis notjustgoodnews,but greatnews! PraiseGodfor His gift of mercyto us,
praiseGod for the gift of the cross! Let us be peopleof the cross,who truly and
deeplyenterinto thelives andheartsof others. Let usconducta spiritualinventory
of our lives and relationships.allowing the Holy Spirit to inform us of who we
needto forgive andbe merciful to.

Blessedis the one who lives inside others, until they can seewith their

eyes,think with their thoughts, feel with their feelings,for in doing so,we will
know what God hasdonefor us,in sendingus and giving us Jesus.
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