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Introduction:  

Mercy.  How often do we hear that word these days?  A great Christian band 
is called Mercy Me.  I think of my grandmother who would say mercy, as an ex-
clamation, or perhaps in movies set in medieval times.  What does it mean to em-
brace and to extend mercy?  The dictionary says mercy means to be kind and com-
passionate in how we treat others, to be benevolent or forgiving of others, or 
something to be thankful for.  Mercy is one of those words that almost has dropped 
out of our vocabulary.  How can we reclaim this word and embrace anew being 
merciful and sharing mercy with others?  How can we be more like Jesus, who 
embodied mercy?

The Call to Be People of Mercy

 One of the fundamental assertions of Scripture is that if we want to enjoy, embrace 
and experience mercy, we must be willing to be merciful and forgiving to others.  
As Jesus says in Matthew 5:7, “Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown 
mercy.”  There is a direct link then between experiencing and sharing mercy.  
Mercy is a gift from God, a gift of God’s grace and love, a gift we could never 
hope to earn or deserve on our own.  Mercy is to be a gift that we give to others, 
not because they have earned or deserved it, but because we know of the joy of 
mercy and of graciously receiving mercy.  In being merciful, we mirror and model 
the character of God, who is always gracious, always merciful and always compas-
sionate.

 We see this thread of thought throughout Scripture, such as in the Lord’s Prayer, 
which we prayed earlier this morning.  Remember when we quoted from Matthew 
6:12, as we prayed, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  Jesus rein-
forces this truth in 6:14-5, saying, “For if you forgive people when they sin against 
you, your Heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if  you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  Mercy and forgiveness are in-
terwoven, and as we are transformed by the mercy of God, we too must extend and 
share this mercy with others, regardless of whether they deserve it.  After all, do 
we deserve God’s mercy, compassion and forgiveness?
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Mercy flows from the Sharing of Life

 Mercy flows from intentionally sharing in the lives of one another, from literally 
entering into the worlds, lives and hearts of others.  The Greek word for mercy, is 
eleemon, which in Hebrew is chesedh.  The Hebrew word for mercy means to have 
the ability to literally get right inside another person’s skin until we see things 
through their eyes, to think things with their mind, to feel things with their feelings. 
 Mercy then is much more than feeling sorry for someone, mercy is sharing in their 
life, experiencing their pain and joy.  Mercy involves a deliberate and conscious 
commitment of mind and will to identify completely with someone else.  

 It is also interesting to look at the Greek words for sympathy, which are syn and 
paschein: syn means together with, and paschein means to suffer with or to experi-
ence with.  Sympathy literally means that we are to experience things together with 
another person; that we are to go through what they go through.  Mercy and sym-
pathy then involves a radical sharing in the lives and struggles of others.  If we 
want to be merciful, we must radically and without reservation enter into the lives 
of others, learning to see and experience life through their eyes and hearts.  

 As we learn to be merciful, we learn to put aside judgment and irritability with 
others, as we learn that there is always something behind the thoughts, words and 
actions of others.  We learn to look and to have mercy for the hidden pains, wounds 
and brokenness of others, while realizing that God is bringing healing to our own 
wounds, pains and brokenness.  As Eugene Peterson translates this verse, “You’re 
blessed when you care.  At the moment of being care-full, you find yourselves cared 
for.”  

 In life, we face a choice of whether we will be people of mercy or judgment.  Let 
us choose mercy, rather than judgement.  As James says in 2:12-3, “Speak and act 
as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judg-
ment without mercy will be shown to everyone who has not been merciful.  Mercy 
triumphs over judgment!”   I look at my life and I see to much judgment and not 
enough mercy.  I see too much harboring of bitterness and not enough grace.  Jesus 
wants us to be freed from this.  Jesus wants us to be forgiven and to forgive.  Jesus 
wants us to be embraced by mercy and to give mercy to others.
 

In being merciful, we are being like Jesus
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 In being and becoming people of mercy, we are really becoming like Jesus.  When 
we remember what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, we see that in Jesus, God 
has literally and powerfully gotten into our skins and lives, coming in flesh to truly 
identify with us, to see things with our eyes, to feel things with our feelings.  God 
knows the struggles, joys and aches of humanity, for He has come to us in Jesus.  
The supreme example of mercy that God shows us is in Jesus.  As Eugene Peterson 
translates John 1:14, in the Message, “The Word became flesh and blood, and 
moved into the neighborhood.  We saw the glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-
kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside and out, true from start to finish.” 
 What a great way to think of the Incarnation, of the coming of God’s Son in the 
flesh.  Jesus has moved into our neighborhood, has chosen to enter into our world, 
lives, hearts, in order to identify with us, and to die for us, to pay the price for our 
sins, in order that we might have new life, be forgiven, be embraced, consumed 
and overwhelmed by mercy.  

 This is not just good news, but great news!  Praise God for His gift of mercy to us, 
praise God for the gift of the cross!  Let us be people of the cross, who truly and 
deeply enter into the lives and hearts of others.  Let us conduct a spiritual inventory 
of our lives and relationships, allowing the Holy Spirit to inform us of who we 
need to forgive and be merciful to.  

Blessed is the one who lives inside others, until they can see with their 
eyes, think with their thoughts, feel with their feelings, for in doing so, we will 
know what God has done for us, in sending us and giving us Jesus. 
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