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OThe Blessing of InheritanceO
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Intr oduction: As we studythe Beatitudeswe areremindedthatin the kingdom
of God,the conceptof blessingis so muchdifferentthanthatwe seein the world.

In the kingdom of God, blessingslow from the power presenceand provision of

Godin our lives in everymoment. In the kingdom, blessingsare not from status,
wealth or possessionput from relationshipand intimacy with God.  We are
blessedbecausewne have Jesusbecauseour lives are slowly and inexorably be-

comingfocused,centeredandrootedin Christ. One of the blessingsof the king-

domis thatof inheritance.Whatdoesthis mean?

Blessed ae ThoseWho Delight in God

If we wantto enjoy the inheritanceGod promisesus, we needto delightin our
God. | love theideaof delightingin God. The word delight meansto take great
joy or pleasuren somethingor someone.What do you delightin? Who do you
delightin? Who or whatdo you think of thatbringsgreatjoy, a greatgrin across
your face,mouthandsoul? Joy, greatjoy, exuberanandunrestrainegoy is to bea
foundationalbpartof our relation-shipwith God. We areto delightin God.

How canwe delightin God?The Psalmistsays,Orust in the Lord and do good;
dwellin theland and enjoysafepastue. Delightin the Lord and He will giveyou
the desiesof your heart. Commityour wayto the Lord; trustin Him and He will
do thisEBe still before the Lord and wait patiently for HimERefrain from anger
and turn fromwrath.O 37:3-5,7, 8. Delightingin God involvestrustingin God,
enjoyingwith gratitudeandcontentmenthe careandprovisionof God. Delighting
in God involvesa full commitmentof our lives, hopes,dreamsand soulsto God.
Delightingin Godinvolvesbeingquietandreceivingfrom GodHis wordsof grace
andlove. Delightingin God includesbeingslow to angerandbeingforgiving of
others. Eachof theseideasinvolvesdiscipleshipyelationshipandintimacy.

The Psalmistsaysthat we will receivethe desiresof our heartaswe delightin
God. What are the desiresof your heart? What do you dreamof andlong for?
Theseare not humanor superficialdesires but rathertheseare the deepestong-
ings and yearningsof our heart:to know that we are loved, to know that we are
cherished,to know we have a purposeto our lives to know and to experience
peace. Our God is a God who hascreatedus with greatcare and thought,who
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knows and who loves us, who knows what we needevenwhenwe don® The
Psalmistsays but thosewhohopein the Lord will inherit theland.O God promises
to provide,to takecareof us,to meetour needsaswe hopeandtrustin Him. He

doesthis throughthe gifts of inheritanceandrelationship. In essencegur inherk

tanceis relationshipwith God, andthe enjoymentof His powetr promiseand pro-

vision daily.

Blessed ae ThoseWho Give Up Control

Jesussays,Blessedare the meek for theywill inherit the earthO Who wantsto
be meekis perhapavhatyou aresayingto yourself. Whenl think meek,| think of
a weakling,who is submissiveand who cannotspeakabovea whisper Meek s
not consideredo be a good thing or good quality in our world today Yet the
Greekword for meek,praus,is of the greatethicalwordsin the Greeklanguage.
Aristotle discussedneeknesss one of the greathumanqualities,suggestinghat
meeknesss the mediumbetweerexcessiveangerandexcessivdack of anger(this
Is classicAristotle, who definedvirtues as a meanbetweentwo extremes). So,
alongthis line, blesseds the onewho is neverangry at the wrong time andis al-
waysangryattheright time. Whatdoesthis mean?As Christians,t is oftenright
to be angrywhenwe seeothersabusedhurt or maltreatedbput it is notright to be
angry when we are hurt, or to indulgein selfishanger Instead,we are blessed
whenwe meeklyandhumblyallow Godto defendus.

A seconastandarduseof this word in Greekis for a domesticate@nimalthathas
beentrainedto obeythewords,commandsandreinsof its master This animalhas
acceptedhe control of its master or owner Along this line then, Blessedis the
personwho haseveryinstinct, impulseand passionundercontrol. Blessedis the
personwho is not self-controlled,but ratherGod controlled. Only in beingcom
pletely subjectand obedientto God, canwe find true freedomand peaceandtrue
blessing.

The Greeksalso usedthis word to contrastwith the ideaof havinga lofty heart.
Being meekis beinghumble,andinvolvesridding one®self of all pride andarro-
gance. Thefirst steptowardslearning,growing andbeingtransformeds to admit
our sinsandto humbly seeour needfor the crossandfor grace. We needJesusywe
needthe cross. Our awarenes®f this needflows from humility and meekness.
Blessedthen is the personwho hasthe humility to know their own ignorance,
weaknessndneed.
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Is meeknessveakness”Not accordingto the Bible. Moses,in Numbersl3is de-
scribedas being meekor humble. Mosescertainly cannotbe describedas being
weak, but rather as being faithful and obedient,and fully awareof his needfor
God. In orderto be meek,we mustgive full control of our lives over to God.
Meeknessnvolves surrenderand completetrustin God. Blessedis the onewho
learnsto be angry at the right time for the right reasonwho hasevery aspectof
their beingsubmittedto the controlandLordshipof Christ,who areawareof their
greatneedfor God,andwho thusdelightin Him.

The meekshall inherit the earth. This promiseof the earthstemmedfrom the
promiseof God to Abrahamin Genesisl3, a promiseof land, provision, care,
presenceand most importantly relationship. This contextincludesa Messianic
elementthatthe meekwill inherittherenewedandregenerate@arth. This prom-

ise canbe realizedwhenwe cometo God in faith, trustand surrender So let us
give up the fallacy of beingin controlandlet God bein chage. Let usgive God
our spiritualtv remotesandlet Godnotonly reignin ourworld, butin our hearts.
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