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Intr oduction: A few weeksago, JaneMrowka stoodup and gavea greattestt
mony aboutthe healingpowerof God. Our Godis a God of powerandof healing,
who yearnsto remakewhat hasbeenbroken. For eachof us, aswe ponderour
lives, canwe seethe healingpower of Jesusin our own lives or in the lives of
thosearoundus? If not, why not? As we ponderthe blessingsof the Beatitudes,
let usreflecton theblessingof healing.

The Gift of Healing

In Isaiah61, we seethat Jesusds given a ministry of healing. This textin fact, is
readandquotedby Jesusjn Luke 4:16-21,whereHe states Ofodaythis Scriptue
is fulfilled in your hearing.O Jesushasthe powerto healbecausdesuss anointed
andempoweredyy God. Isaiahsays,Orhe Spirit of the Soveeign Lord is on me,
becausehe Lord has anointedme to preachgood newsto the poorO Sincethe
Spirit was so strongly with Him, amazingthings happenedhroughHis presence
andministry, including miraculoushealing. God calledJesugo preachgoodnews
to the poor, to thosewho expectantlywaited on God for the gifts of healingand
wholeness.

Jesusvaschagedto healin a varietyof ways. Isaiahsaysin 61:1-2, OHehassent
meto bind up the brokenheartedp proclaimfreedomfor the captivesandrelease
from darknesdor the prisonersto proclaimthe year of the Lord® favor andthe

day of vengeanc®f our God, to comfortall who mourn.OJesushascometo heal

all of our woundsand brokennessJesushascometo proclaimfreedom,to those
who arein bondaggrom their sins, or to the evil one,which we seein the many
healingsanddeliveranceghat Jesushlessegeoplewith. Jesushascometo bring

healingto thosewho are humbled,brokenor overwhelmedoy life, which is each
of us.Jesugpromiseso comforteachof us,in our mourning,aswe choose&o trust

in Him andto surrenderto His redemptiveand graciousplan for our lives. Our

lives areto neverbe the sameagainwhenwe meetandwhenwe encounterJesus.
For asIsaiahsays,Qve will receivea crown of beautyinsteadof ashesthe oil of

gladnessinsteadof mourning,a garmentof praise insteadof a spirit of despair

Theywill be called oaksof righteousnessa planting of the Lord for the display of

His splendorO Oncewe meetJesusGod doesa new and powerful work in us,

giving usthegift of healingandwholeness.
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The Blessing of Healing

Jesusmadea lasting and powerful differencein the lives of thoseHe saw talked
with andtouched. Luke saysin 6:17-9, G great numberof peoplefrom all over
Judea,from Jerusalemand from the coastof Tyre and Sidon,who had cometo
hear Him and to be healedof their diseases. Thosetroubledby evil spirits were
curedandthe peopleall tried to touchHim, becausgowerwascomingfromHim
and healingthemall.O What an amazingdescriptionof the impactof Jesusand
evenmore importantly the blessingof healingwhich is encompassedithin the
restof the beatitudes.

Not everyoneappreciatedhe ministry of Jesusfor Jesusdid not fit within nar
rowly conceivedreligiouspractices. WhenchallengedJesussaidin Luke 5:31-2,
Oltis not the healthywho needa doctor but the sick. | havenot cometo call the
righteous,but sinnersto repentance.Qf we wantto be healed we mustfirst see
our deepneedfor God,which s thefirst of the BeatitudesOBlessedrethe poorin
spirit. O Do you seeyour needfor God? Are you willing to surrendeto Jesus?Are
you willing to hopeandtrustin God for healing? Are you willing to receivethe
blessingof healing?

WeAll Need Healing

Partof the GoodNewsof Scriptureis that God honorsand meetsthosewho seek
Him. In Luke 5, a lepercameto Jesusandfell on his face, askingfor healing.
Jesushealedhim immediately by touching him. Also, in Luke 5, somefriends
broughta paralyticto be healedby Jesus. When the gatheredcrowds prevented
themfrom gainingaccesgo Him, they creativelywent up onto the roof, andlow-
eredhim on a matthroughtheroof. Jesushonoredtheir faith andhealedhim. In
Luke 7, a centurioncameto Jesusseekinghealingfor his servant. The centurion
expressedaith that Jesuscould healfrom afar, faith thatwasvalidatedasJesudid
so.In Luke 8, a desperatevomanwho hadbeenbleedingfor years,soughthealing
by touchinghis robe. Jesusknew that power had left Him and soughtwho had
touchedHim, reassurindnerof herhealing.

Are we willing to seekhealinglike thesepeoplewere? Are we awareof our need
to be healed?Eachof usis broken;with brokenhearts bodiesmindsor soulsthat
needto be healed. It is impossiblefor usto makeit throughlife unscathedar un
harmedby sin, by pain.All of uswill suffer painandillness;all of us needto be
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healed. Are we willing to believethat God hasmorein storefor usthanwe are
now experiencingFor someof us,we will belike theblind manin John9, where
Godwill wantto revealHis glory by healingus. As Jesussaidin John9:3, ONef
ther this man nor his parentssinned,but this happenedso that the work of God
might be displayedin his life.O At times,healingmay be delayed. EvenPaulex-
periencedhis, for ashe saysin 2 Corinthians12:9, ObutGodsaidto me,My grace
is sufficientfor you,for my poweris madeperfectin weakness.O

Physical healingSo many examples, as many as there are parts of the Notlying is impossible with God.
Spiritual healing-Choosing to fagive. Praying rather than worryingmotional healing-Eliminating negativity
choosing to blessHealing of joy-Do you look forward to the gift of each dalpo you wake up each morning; re
joicing in the gift of the day and of lifeRlealing of trust-Do you trust GodHealing of hopeDo you choose hope
over despairHealing of busynessAre you too busy for God, to hear from GalfRat is the brokenness that God
wants to heal you of today®/e all are broken and we all need to be heakeiwe come before the cross this morn
ing, let us be embraced by His healing love.
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