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Intr oduction: As | continuedto ponderlastweek®sermononethoughtthatkept
comingbackto me s that the first blessingmentionedby Jesuss onethat over

archegherest. If we arepoorin spirit, we will enterinto andexperienceheking-

domof heaven.If we arepoorin spirit, we will seeandembraceour needfor God.

Therearea variety of spiritual needswe will havein life, andthe mostbasicand
mostcrucialis our needfor the cross,for Jesus.As we ponderthis, aswe look at

our lives, do we live asif we needJesusdo we act asif we needJesus;do we

chooseto be peoplewho rejoice andwho delightin grace? Do we live asif the

world needslesusandasif thosearoundus needJesus?Sooften,we areafraidor

passivein sharingandliving out our faith for othersto seeandto be touchedby.

Godwantsusto embraceour needfor Him, to seekHim andto be transformedoy

His comfort, love and grace,andthento pray for andto seekthis transformation
for othersaswell.

Our GodWipesAway Tears

| don®mind sayingthat as| looked at this series,| thoughtof havingsomeone
elsepreachon this passagesincel havelived andtalkedso muchaboutthe need
for comfortthis pastyear | askedGodto releasemefrom this verse,butthe Lord
told meto preachit. Soherewego...

It is clearthatwhenwe look aroundus,we live in aworld wherethereis greatsuf-

fering andpain. | seethatwith whathappenedo the youngmanup the streetwho

was beatento death,leavinga grief strickenfamily; | seethatwhen| readin the

paperof moreAmericansdying far awayin Iraq; asl readof thelingeringandon

going recovery aroundthe world from natural disastersthat have permanently
scarredcountriesandlives. Our world is full of sin andof the brokennes®f hu-

manity. The goodnewsis that God hassentus Jesusto healus, to restoreus, to

wipe awayeverytear

We seethis in Revelation7:16-7,whereJohntells us, heveragainwill theyhun
ger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat upon them, nor any
scorching heat. For the Lambat the centerof the thronewill betheir shephed; he
will lead themto springsof living water And Godwill wipe awayeverytear from
their eyes.OJohntells usthatwe serveandwe adorea God who comfortsus, who
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promisesthatoneday everytearwill bewipedaway thatoneday, all woundswiill

be healedand madewhole. Our Godis a God who givesandwho offers us life

andsustenanceaswe trustin Him, aswe follow Him. Our Godwill comfortus,
andoneday all suffering will ceaseandend. Eventhoughwe may be suffering
now, or eventhoughwe seesuffering all aroundusin theworld, we know thatone
day it will cometo anend,andwe will enjoyhealing,newhopeandnewlife.

The Blessing of Mourning

We hadpeoplesaya variety of thingsto usin our mourning. If someonéadever
saidwe wereblessed| would havebeenpretty upset,or | would havethoughtthey
were pretty insensitive. This makesthe statemenbf Jesuamore striking and pro-
found, for Jesussays,OBlessedre thosewho mourn,for theywill be comforted.O
No onewho is suffering would wantto hearthis; insteadthey would wantto hear
thatthe end of their suffering is in sight. | know onetime, a goodfamily friend
told me that God would useour suffering to ministerto others. Of courseat the
time, | would havetakena passon thator | would haveaskedto learnthis some
lesspainful way.

The Greekword here for mourningis the strongestword for mourningin the
Greeklanguage.Thetermis usedfor mourningfor the dead the passionatéeament
for onewho was loved and lost. The word for exampleis usedwhen Jacobla-
mentshis lossof Joseph.This s thetype of grief which takeshold of someoneand
cannotbe hidden,the type of grief that you canseein a person€face, body lan-
guageandposture. It is thetype of sorrowthatlingers,thatis morethananachein
the heart,but which bringsunrestrainedearsto the eyes. So, this mourningis not
temporaryor partly felt, butrathersomethinghatis consumingandoverwhelming.

Barclaysaystherearethreewayswe canlook at this mourning. Thefirst is thatis
a literal mourning. Blessedthen,is the personwho hasundegone and expert
encedthe worseandmostbitter suffering thereis. The blessingis thatthis type of
sorrow refinesone®characterremindsus of what andwho is really importantin
life, andshowsus how to fully appreciatehe gift of life. Suchsorrowteachesus
to be gratefulfor thelove andsupportof othersandfor the comfortingpresencef
our God. As we learnto survivesuchgrief, we becomestrongermeople.

Anotherway to look at this phrases to mournfor the sorrowandsuffering of the

world. Blessed,then, are thosewho mourn for the brokennesghey seein the
world. Althoughwe arecalledto be detachedrom thingsof theworld, we arenot
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calledto be detachedrom the peoplein our world. Christianity at its core cares
for theeternalsouls,lives andwell beingof others.

Barclaysaysa third way of looking at this blessings thatwe areblessedvhenwe
mournfor our sin andour sinful condition. Repentanc&ascoreandcrucialto the
messageand call of Jesusandof Johnthe Baptist. Repentancdélows from a sor
row anddeepmourningover our sinsandover our brokenness.One of the most
importantmomentsof our lives is whenwe comefaceto face with our own sin.
The crossrevealsto us our sinful nature,andwe arecalledto respondwith contrk
tion and penitence. The joy andblessingof forgivenesslows from our mourning
oversin.

The Blessing of Comfort

The good newsis that God comfortsus whenwe mourn, whetherwe mournour
own losseswhetherwe mournthe stateof our world, or whetherwe mourn our
own sin. God embracesis with His love, graceandforgivenessand mostpower
fully His presence As EugenePetersorsaysin the MessageQrouCe blessedvhen
you feel youOvéost whatis mostdearto you. Only thencanyou be embracedoy
the Onemostdear to you.O God comfortsus with His presencein fact the Mes-
siah, was called the Comforter by the rabbis. God offers to comfort us in and
throughJesusChrist. God blesseausin the midstof our mourningwith His pres
ence with His care,with His compassion.
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