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Introduction:  As I continued to ponder last week’s sermon, one thought that kept 
coming back to me is that the first blessing mentioned by Jesus is one that over-
arches the rest.  If we are poor in spirit, we will enter into and experience the king-
dom of heaven.  If we are poor in spirit, we will see and embrace our need for God. 
 There are a variety of spiritual needs we will have in life, and the most basic and 
most crucial is our need for the cross, for Jesus.  As we ponder this, as we look at 
our lives, do we live as if we need Jesus, do we act as if we need Jesus; do we 
choose to be people who rejoice and who delight in grace?  Do we live as if the 
world needs Jesus, and as if those around us need Jesus?  So often, we are afraid or 
passive in sharing and living out our faith for others to see and to be touched by.  
God wants us to embrace our need for Him, to seek Him and to be transformed by 
His comfort, love and grace, and then to pray for and to seek this transformation 
for others as well.

Our God Wipes Away Tears

 I don’t mind saying that as I looked at this series, I thought of having someone 
else preach on this passage, since I have lived and talked so much about the need 
for comfort this past year.  I asked God to release me from this verse, but the Lord 
told me to preach it.  So here we go...

 It is clear that when we look around us, we live in a world where there is great suf-
fering and pain.  I see that with what happened to the young man up the street who 
was beaten to death, leaving a grief stricken family; I see that when I read in the 
paper of more Americans dying far away in Iraq; as I read of the lingering and on-
going recovery around the world from natural disasters that have permanently 
scarred countries and lives.  Our world is full of sin and of the brokenness of hu-
manity.  The good news is that God has sent us Jesus: to heal us, to restore us, to 
wipe away every tear.  

 We see this in Revelation 7:16-7, where John tells us, “never again will they hun-
ger; never again will they thirst.  The sun will not beat upon them, nor any 
scorching heat.  For the Lamb at the center of  the throne will be their shepherd; he 
will lead them to springs of  living water.  And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes.”  John tells us that we serve and we adore a God who comforts us, who 
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promises that one day every tear will be wiped away, that one day, all wounds will 
be healed and made whole.  Our God is a God who gives and who offers us life 
and sustenance, as we trust in Him, as we follow Him.  Our God will comfort us, 
and one day all suffering will cease and end.  Even though we may be suffering 
now, or even though we see suffering all around us in the world, we know that one 
day, it will come to an end, and we will enjoy healing, new hope and new life.

The Blessing of Mourning

 We had people say a variety of things to us in our mourning.  If someone had ever 
said we were blessed, I would have been pretty upset, or I would have thought they 
were pretty insensitive.  This makes the statement of Jesus more striking and pro-
found, for Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.”  
No one who is suffering would want to hear this; instead they would want to hear 
that the end of their suffering is in sight.   I know one time, a good family friend 
told me that God would use our suffering to minister to others.  Of course at the 
time, I would have taken a pass on that or I would have asked to learn this some 
less painful way.  

 The Greek word here for mourning is the strongest word for mourning in the 
Greek language.  The term is used for mourning for the dead, the passionate lament 
for one who was loved and lost.  The word for example is used when Jacob la-
ments his loss of Joseph.  This is the type of grief which takes hold of someone and 
cannot be hidden, the type of grief that you can see in a person’s face, body lan-
guage and posture.  It is the type of sorrow that lingers, that is more than an ache in 
the heart, but which brings unrestrained tears to the eyes.  So, this mourning is not 
temporary or partly felt, but rather something that is consuming and overwhelming.

 Barclay says there are three ways we can look at this mourning.  The first is that is 
a literal mourning.  Blessed, then, is the person who has undergone and experi-
enced the worse and most bitter suffering there is.  The blessing is that this type of 
sorrow refines one’s character, reminds us of what and who is really important in 
life, and shows us how to fully appreciate the gift of life.  Such sorrow teaches us 
to be grateful for the love and support of others and for the comforting presence of 
our God.  As we learn to survive such grief, we become stronger people.

 Another way to look at this phrase is to mourn for the sorrow and suffering of the 
world.  Blessed, then, are those who mourn for the brokenness they see in the 
world.  Although we are called to be detached from things of the world, we are not 
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called to be detached from the people in our world.  Christianity at its core cares 
for the eternal souls, lives and well being of others.  

 Barclay says a third way of looking at this blessing is that we are blessed when we 
mourn for our sin and our sinful condition.  Repentance was core and crucial to the 
message and call of Jesus and of John the Baptist.  Repentance flows from a sor-
row and deep mourning over our sins and over our brokenness.  One of the most 
important moments of our lives is when we come face to face with our own sin.  
The cross reveals to us our sinful nature, and we are called to respond with contri-
tion and penitence.  The joy and blessing of forgiveness flows from our mourning 
over sin.  

The Blessing of Comfort

 The good news is that God comforts us when we mourn, whether we mourn our 
own losses, whether we mourn the state of our world, or whether we mourn our 
own sin.  God embraces us with His love, grace and forgiveness and most power-
fully His presence.  As Eugene Peterson says in the Message, “You’re blessed when 
you feel you’ve lost what is most dear to you.  Only then can you be embraced by 
the One most dear to you.”  God comforts us with His presence, in fact the Mes-
siah, was called the Comforter by the rabbis.  God offers to comfort us in and 
through Jesus Christ.  God blesses us in the midst of our mourning with His pres-
ence, with His care, with His compassion.
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