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Intr oduction: As | am writing this sermon,my stomachis rumbling, and| am
thinking to myself,what®for lunch? Whatdo you enjoy eatingor drinking? What
comfort foods or drinks do you enjoy? What fills you up? What satisfiesyou?
For eachof us, it could be differentthings: a Big Mac, a Double Double animal
style, Starbuckscoffee, smoothie,brownies,ice cream,steak. How can we as
Christiansseekto befilled by Christ,to besatisfiedand filledby Christalone?

The Fullness of Blessing

Eachweek we are looking at a different Beatitude,but one thing remainsthe
sametheideaof blessing. Whatdoesit meanto be blessed?The Greekword for
blessing,makarios is a very specialword, often associatedvith godlike joy. The
promiseof blessinghereis an exclamationnot a promise,andthe blessingis not
somethinghopedfor or whatshall bein the future, but a presenteality, a time of
life we haveenterednto now. The word makarios refersto a joy that cannotbe
takenaway thatis basedon knowing andloving the Lord. It transcendsur Eng
lish word of happy for happyrefersto happenstancer eventsin life. Unlike hap
pinessthatis basedon whathappensn our lives; joy, truejoy emanate$srom alife
and soul dedicatedto God. This joy that flows from Christ can overcomeand
withstandany lossor hardshipin life, and nothing cantake suchjoy from us. We
are blessedthen whenwe haveJesusin our heartsand lives, for we are blessed
whenwe know andareembracedy the love of God. The fullnessof blessingoc-
cursaswe focuson andloseourselvesn God.

Embracing our Deep Need forGod

This Beatituderefersto our deepesandmostbasichumanneed,whichis our need
for God. Jesussays,(Blessedare thosewho hungerand thirst for righteous-ness,
for theywill befilled." As we ponderthis, mostof us haveto admitthatwe are
fortunateenoughto not really know what it is like to be desperatelyhungry or
thirsty. True, we all havehad hungerandthirst pangs,but we live in a different
world thanin Jesus@me. In thattime, the daily wagefor an averageworkerwas
very low, certainly not enoughto overindulgeon. Theyatemeatoncea weekor
so,andthe working manor day laborerin Palestinevasalwaysjust barelyabove
the borderlineof realhungerandactualstarvation. In addition,accesgo cleanand
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healthywaterwas differentthen, and personatapswere unknown. On journeys,
oftentakenby foot, mule or camel,thirst wasa dire reality. The terrainwasrug-
ged, the duststormsstrong,andtheir thirst intense. Jesushenis referringto an
intensethirstandhunger not onethatcould be satisfiedwith a mid morningsnack.
Thisis ahungerandthirstthatif not met,will resultin death.

Whatdo you hungerandthirst for? Whatcanyou literally not live without?How
much do you want righteousnesswhat is right, good and what s just? Do you
want righteousnessis much as a starving personwantsfood? Do you dreamof
beingfilled with God®personand presenceasa thirsty mandreamsof a drink of
water? Are you willing to makesacrificesin your lives in orderto embraceright-
eousness?How would our lives look if we yearned,ached,longedfor andlived
for Jesusalone? Jesussayswe are blessedf we seekHim for our lives, for the
strengthwe needeach day

Graceremindsus that our heart®longingsreally matterto God. Noneof us are
perfect,noneof uswill everbe perfect. Blesseds the personwho longsfor God,
who longsfor Godandwho clingsto God, no matterwhatfailuresor failings come
theirway. Godjudgesus basedon our actions,our dreamsandlongings. We are
blessedvhenwe achefor Jesuswhenwe yearnfor Jesuswhenwe dreamof Je
sus,whenwe long for Jesusgventhoughwe are surroundecandremindedof our
own sinfulness.

In the original Greek, this phrasegives us a different nuance. Normally, the
Greekswould usea genitivephrase suggestindor example] hungerfor of bread
meaningl hungerfor somebread(but not a whole loaf), or I thirst for of water
(not all of thewater). In this text, Jesususesan accusativemeaningthatthe hurn
ger andthirst is for the whole thing, for all of righteousnessnd not just some.
Blessedhenarethosewho hungerandthirst for all of righteousnesdpr complete
righteousness. As EugenePetersontranslates: OrouQe blessedwhen youOve
workedup a goodappetitefor God. His foodanddrink is the bestmealyouOlever
eat.O
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Not only arewe blessedvhenwe desperatelyand deeplylong for whatis right,
for Jesuswe areblessedoy beingfilled by God with what we needandwhat we
havelongedfor. Goddoesnot cruelly keepusfrom whatwe need,from whatwe
havebeencreatedto needandto enjoy, from His love andHis presence.Godin-
vites us to cometo Him in Isaiah55:1-2, saying,&Come,all you who are thirsty;
cometo the waters;and you who haveno money come,buy and eat! Come,buy
wine and milk without moneyand without cost. Why spendmoneyon whatis not
bread,and your labor on what doesnot satisfy?Listen,listento me,and eatwhat
is good,andyour soulwill delightin therichestof fare.O Godinvitesusto receive
what we needthe most: His love, careand presence.God gives us His love and
presencegyraciouslyandfreely. Godwill fill uswith His love andpresenceswe
cometo Him in faith, trustandsurrender

Jesugeinforcesthe permanentilling of God,whenHe saysin John4:13-4,Eve

ryone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoeverdrinks the water |

give Him will neverthirst. Indeedthe water | give him will becomein Him a
spring of water welling up to eternallife.O God will fill uswith His life, suste
nanceandpresenceswe seekandfind Jesus.Jesusalsosaidin John6:35,Q am
thebreadof life. Theywhocometo mewill nevergo hungry andtheywhobelieve
in mewill neverbethirsty.OJesusffersuswhatwe really needto live, Him.
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