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What@® the Big DealAbout Christmas?
Christmas Eve 2006

Intr oduction: | confessthatin additionto the songGrandmaGot Run Overby a
Reindeeroneof my guilty pleasuregor Christmass to listento andto watchthe
Grinch who StoleChristmas | cannothelp but chucklewhenl! hearhow heis de
scribed. | realizethatthis sermortitle soundggyrinchy, but, | amreally interestedn
how we canrediscovewho andwhat Christmass all about. So this evening,let
usask,whatis thebig dealaboutChristmas?

Being Born in the Shadow of the Coss

The shadowof the crosslooms over Christmas. Evenat His birth, we seewhy
Jesusame:to die sowe mightlive, to forgive us of our sins,to saveus, from our
selvesand from our own self-centeredness.One seasonedreacheronce was
askedhow to preachfrom the Old Testament. He said that whateveryou preach
from, beginwith the text andthengetto the crossasquickly aspossible. Thatis
easyto do on Christmas,for Christmasand Easterare interwoven,for at Christ
mas,we are remindedthat Easterwas plannedout beforethe beginningof time.
Jesuswvasborn, lived anddiedfor a purposeto faithfully follow the planandwill
of God:to saveus,to forgive us,to setusfree,to restoreus,to reconcileus,to give
usnewlife.

In the Bible, namesare of greatimportance,for God often gave people
nameshatwerelinked to their purposeandcharacter We seetwo suchimportant
namesin the Christmasstory. The angeltells Josephin 1:20-22, QJosephson of
David, do not be afraid to takeMary homeasyour wife, becausavhatis conceived
in heris fromthe Holy Spirit. Shewill givebirth to a son,andyouare to give him
the nameJesus,becauseHe will saveHis peoplefrom their sins.OAll this took
placeto fulfill whatthe Lord had saidthroughthe prophet; OTheirgin will bewith
child and will give birth to a son,and theywill call him Immanuel-whichmeans,
Godwith usO Thefirst nameis Jesus. Jesuds from the Greekform of Joshua,
which meanghe Lord saves. The secondhameis Emmanuelpor Godwith us. In
Jesuswe seethat Godis with us,in arealandpowerfulway. Therearetwo key
purposedhere:forgivenessandsalvation. Jesushasbeenborn for a reason;Jesus
hascomefor usandbecaus®f us. PraiseGod!
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What do we Really Need?

| am convincedthat asAmericans,we havetotally lost sight of what or who we
really need. We aresosaturatedvith possessionghatwe havelost sightof whator
who really matters. Our two car garagesare so full of junk thatis not important
enoughto be inside our housebut is too importantto getrid of. We havemore
thanwe need,but becauseur perspectiveandsightis off, we think we still need
more. Christmasis a time wherewe are bombardedwith messagesf what we
Oneed®ew cars,newjewelry, newclothes newtoysetc. Cataloguesirrivein the
mail unsolicitedandunaskedor offering us everythingunderthe sun,eventhings
we hadno cluethatexisted. If we arenot careful,we will getsweptawayby the
riptide andtsunamiof consumerism.Godknowswhatwe need,andit is not more
stuff. Thereis only onething we need. Actually whatwe need,what| need,what
you needs moreof only onerelationshipwith Jesus.

God knowswe needJesus.God knewwhatwould happenn the Gardenof
Eden. God knewhow dark our heartsandworlds would be andbecome. Listento
someof the gifts of Christmas. In Luke 1:37,2:11, 14, the angelssay For noth-
ing is impossiblewith GodEDo not beafraid. | will bring yougoodnewsof great
joy that will befor all the people. Todayin the town of David a Saviorhasbeen
born to youEGlory to Godin the highestand on earth peaceto menon whomHis
favor restsOWhatwe find in thesewordsis how importanthope joy andpeaceare
to God andto us. First, Our Godis a powerful God. Our God cando anything:
createthe world, savethe world, makea virgin pregnantAs the angeltells Mary
andus,we canhopein Godfor nothingis impossiblefor Him. SecondGodwants
usto havea life changingjoy. Jesushascometo bring us ajoy we could never
haveon our own; thatwill belife giving andcontagious. Third, God wantsus to
haveandto be at peacewith Him, with others,with ourselves.We canhavepeace
aswe learnto trustin andprayto Jesusaswe learnto surrendesll of who we are
to Him.

Now, | havenevermetany persorwho seemdo havefully unwrappedhese
Christmasgifts. This doesnot meanit is impossible,but ratherit suggestshat
noneof usareanywherecloseto living out the fullnessof beinglike Jesus.In the
midstof the darknes®f our world, of our hearts of our lives, alight shines-dight
that emanatedrom the mangerand from the cross-alight that shinesinto every
dark anddrearycreviceof our heartsandworlds-thislight is the light andlife of
our world, this light is JesusChrist. His light leadsus out of darknessanddespair
andinto peacejove, joy andhope. The big dealaboutChristmass who Jesuss
andwhy He came. In His birth, we seethe extentof God®love and mercy for-
givenessandsalvation. Life, our liveswill neverbethesame.
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