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Intr oduction:  I confess that in addition to the song Grandma Got Run Over by a 
Reindeer, one of my guilty pleasures for Christmas is to listen to and to watch the 
Grinch who Stole Christmas.  I cannot help but chuckle when I hear how he is de-
scribed.  I realize that this sermon title sounds grinchy, but, I  am really interested in 
how we can rediscover who and what Christmas is all about.  So this evening, let 
us ask, what is the big deal about Christmas?

Being Born in the Shadow of the Cross

 The shadow of the cross looms over Christmas.  Even at His birth, we see why 
Jesus came: to die so we might live, to forgive us of our sins, to save us, from our 
selves and from our own self-centeredness.  One seasoned preacher once was 
asked how to preach from the Old Testament.  He said that whatever you preach 
from, begin with the text and then get to the cross as quickly as possible.  That is 
easy to do on Christmas, for Christmas and Easter are interwoven, for at Christ-
mas, we are reminded that Easter was planned out before the beginning of time.  
Jesus was born, lived and died for a purpose, to faithfully follow the plan and will 
of God: to save us, to forgive us, to set us free, to restore us, to reconcile us, to give 
us new life.

In the Bible, names are of great importance, for God often gave people 
names that were linked to their purpose and character.  We see two such important 
names in the Christmas story.  The angel tells Joseph in 1:20-22, ÒJoseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will  give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because He will  save His people from their sins.Õ  All this took 
place to fulfill  what the Lord had said through the prophet; ÔThe virgin will  be with 
child and will  give birth to a son, and they will  call him Immanuel-which means, 
God with us.Ó   The first name is Jesus.  Jesus is from the Greek form of Joshua, 
which means the Lord saves.   The second name is Emmanuel, or God with us.  In 
Jesus, we see that God is with us, in a real and powerful way.  There are two key 
purposes here: forgiveness and salvation.  Jesus has been born for a reason; Jesus 
has come for us and because of us.  Praise God!
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 I am convinced that as Americans, we have totally lost sight of what or who we 
really need.  We are so saturated with possessions that we have lost sight of what or 
who really matters.  Our two car garages are so full of junk that is not important 
enough to be inside our house but is too important to get rid of.  We have more 
than we need, but because our perspective and sight is off, we think we still need 
more.  Christmas is a time where we are bombarded with messages of what we 
ÒneedÓ: new cars, new jewelry, new clothes, new toys etc.  Catalogues arrive in the 
mail unsolicited and unasked for offering us everything under the sun, even things 
we had no clue that existed.  If  we are not careful, we will  get swept away by the 
riptide and tsunami of consumerism.  God knows what we need, and it is not more 
stuff.  There is only one thing we need.  Actually what we need, what I need, what 
you need is more of only one relationship, with Jesus. 

God knows we need Jesus.  God knew what would happen in the Garden of 
Eden.  God knew how dark our hearts and worlds would be and become.  Listen to 
some of the gifts of Christmas.  In Luke 1:37, 2:11, 14, the angels say, ÒFor noth-
ing is impossible with GodÉDo not be afraid.  I  will  bring you good news of great 
joy that will  be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to youÉGlory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom His 
favor rests.Ó What we find in these words is how important hope, joy and peace are 
to God and to us.  First, Our God is a powerful God.  Our God can do anything: 
create the world, save the world, make a virgin pregnant. As the angel tells Mary 
and us, we can hope in God for nothing is impossible for Him.  Second, God wants 
us to have a life changing joy.  Jesus has come to bring us a joy we could never 
have on our own; that will be life giving and contagious.  Third, God wants us to 
have and to be at peace with Him, with others, with ourselves.  We can have peace 
as we learn to trust in and pray to Jesus, as we learn to surrender all of who we are 
to Him.  

Now, I  have never met any person who seems to have fully  unwrapped these 
Christmas gifts.  This does not mean it is impossible, but rather it suggests that 
none of us are anywhere close to living out the fullness of being like Jesus.  In the 
midst of the darkness of our world, of our hearts, of our lives, a light shines-a light 
that emanates from the manger and from the cross-a light that shines into every 
dark and dreary crevice of our hearts and worlds-this light is the light and life of 
our world, this light is Jesus Christ.  His light leads us out of darkness and despair 
and into peace, love, joy and hope.  The big deal about Christmas is who Jesus is 
and why He came.  In His birth, we see the extent of GodÕs love and mercy, for-
giveness and salvation.  Life, our lives will  never be the same.
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What do we Really Need?


