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Simple Speech, June 4 2006
Matthew 5:33-7; 23:16-22

Intr oduction: PentecosSundayis animportantday for us asdisciplesof
JesusChrist, for todaywe celebratethe gift of the Holy Spirit to us, a gift of God
for usandin us. The Holy Spirit is the ongoingpresenceand powerof God with
us, to transformus andto empowerusto belike Jesus.The Holy Spirit bringsus
new life, aswe too areanointedand empoweredy the Holy Spirit of God. How
canwe enterinto this new life? Oneway is by beingcareful of what we say of
havingsimplespeechspeechthatbuildsup othersandspeechthatglorifies God.

God isTrue

As peopleof the Spirit, we affirm thatour Godis a God of truth. As David saysin
Psalm31:5, Onto your handsl commitmy spirit; redeenme, O Lord, the God of
truth.O We arecalledto belike Jesuswho is the personificatiorof truth. As Jesus
saysin John14:6,Q amthe way and the truth and the life. No one comesto the
Father excepthroughmeO We arealsofilled with the Holy Spirit, who guidesus
in the truth. For asJohnsaysin 14:16-7,0And | will askthe Father and He will
give you anotherCounselorto be with your foreverthe Spirit of truth.O Our God
then is true, our God is trustworthy and our God is faithful. No matter what
happensn our lives, we know thatour Godis with usandfor us,thatwe canhope
andbelievein Him, thatwe cantrustin our Godandin His truthfulness.

A FalseWorld

In this text, Jesuss againremindinglsrael of what they alreadyknew Honesty
andintegrity matterto Godandaredemandedy God. Jesussays,n 5:33 Q\gain,
you havehead it was said to the peoplelong ago, ODmnot break your oath,®ut
keepthe oath you have madeto the Lord.O The Jewswere well awareof God®
commandto tell the truth andto be honest.One Rabbinic sayingsuggestedhat
four typesof peoplewould be shutout of the presenceof God: scoffershypocrites,
liars and slandeers In fact, onecould saythat eachof thesetypesof peopleare
ones who ignore truth; about God, about themselvesor about others. The
ShammaiSchool,for instance,advocatecda strict adherenceo truth, andforbade
lying in any fashion.So, for the Jews,truth wascommendedsincetruth was part
of the characterand personof God, and part of the characterexpectedirom His
people.
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The Jewsespeciallybelievedthattruth wasmandatedvhenaccompaniedby
anoath. We seethis, for example,jn the Ten Command-mentsyhereMosessays
in Exodus20:7,0rou shall not misusethe nameof the Lord Your God, for the Lord
will not hold anyoneguiltiesswho misusedis nameO Now, | alwaysthoughtthis
referredto taking the Lord® namein vain, or cursing. This commandhowever
really meansthat we are to not swear falsely while using the name of God.
Barclay sayslisrael had two problemswith oaths:first, with frivolous swearing,
suchasl sweatrit is Sundaymorning;or secondwith evasiveswearingwherethey
would actuallyswearin orderto avoidtelling thetruth. Israeldevelopedtwo-tier
systemof oaths,or of truth telling: if they invoked the nameof God, they were
definitely telling the truth, andif theyinvokedanythingor anyoneelse,truth was
optional. In doing so, the Jewish nation allowed wiggle room for lying and
dishonestysimilar to our contemporaryiew of white lies.

People ofTruth

Jesusmakesit clearthat we areto be peoplewho speaksimply, who speakthe
truth, for asHe tells us Gimplylet your yesbe yesand your no be no.O Jesusalso
commandsus Qlo not swearat all.O (5:34,37) We areto seethatall of theworld
belongsto God, is createdby God, andis in relationshipto God. God hearsand
knowseverythingwe think andsay sonothingis outsideof His hearing. Swearing
by heavengarth,Jerusalemthe gold of thetemple,thetemple,the altar, the gift of
the altar, doesnot excuseus from having to speakthe truth and from being
accountablgo God. As A.M. Hunter says,Daths arise becausepeopleare so
oftenliars.O0ur God is a God of truth, who commandsus to be peopleof truth,
who demandsthat we alwaystell the truth, so that we can be trustedand have
integrity.

Isocratesonce said, O\ man or womanmustlead a life which will gain more
confidencen themthan everan oath can do.O Jesuscalls usto lives of complete
andtotal honestyintegrity andtruthfulness. We mustbe carefuland prayerful of
whatwe sayandwhatwe promise. Everythingwe saymustbuild someonaip, and
must be motivatedby kindnessand compassion. Otherwise,we will grieve the
Holy Spirit and quenchthe Holy Spirit (Ephesiangt:29-31). We mustnot lie to
eachother and every conversatiormust be seasoned@nd saturatedwith salt and
grace(Colossians3:8.4.6). Let usseeeachmomentasa gift, andeachmomentas
anopportunityto be peopleof truth andto speaktruth to others. If we wantto be
Godly and to embracethe gift of the Holy Spirit, we must seekto be truthful
people.
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