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Intr oduction: If you arelike me, you needreminders. Thatis why Post-itsare
great. Thatis why papertrails aregreat. Thatis why visual remindersare great.
Whatdo youdoin orderto remembeandremind?

God Gives us Memories

Godwantsusto remembeHis faithfulnessandHis power soHe givesuswaysto
visually remember In Joshuat, we seethat God callsusthemto remembein two
distinctways. Godtold Joshuan 4:2-3, GChoosewelvemenfromamongthe peo
ple, onefrom eachtribe, and tell themto take up twelvestonesfrom the middle of
the Jordanfromright whele the priestsstoodandto carry themoverwith youand
put themdown at the placewhee you staytonightO Eachtribe would contribute
to this memorial,to remembethat God hadstoppedup the flooding watersof the
River Jordan. In Joshuad:9, we seethat Joshuaalsomadea separatenemorialin
the middle of the river Jordan,at the spot where the priestsstood with the ark.
Therewould be one visible memorialand one memorialunderwateithat testified
of whatGodhaddone.

TheBible is full of suchmemorials: Noahandtherainbow;Mosesandthe parting
of the RedSea;theArk, andthe TenCommandmentandthe manna;the crossand
theemptytomb;thejuice andthe bread. Our lives arefull of memorialstoo. What
memoriesdo you caressn gratitude? What memoriescanwe andyou focusonin

orderto live morefaithfully now andto havefaith for the future? Suchmemories
can be people; experiencesphysical acts (such as kneeling); the Bible; Sacra

ments;or mementoesAs | write this sermonasl look aroundmy office, | seedif-

ferentmemorials: picturesthat remind me of the faihfulnessof God in giving us
eachof our girls: a pictureof Rachel;a stitchedchage to preachthe Gospelgiven
to eachof us from Burbank;my dad®robethat| weartoo; four paintings,oneof

the Good Samaritanand one of Jesusreachingfor the lost sheep,one of God
touchingAdam,oneof Jesuswith eyesof love andgrace.

What are yoursO? God is working powerfully in each of our It re
minds you of His grace, love, presence and care.
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DonOt Forget!

How forgetful areyou? | guessmoreimportantly how forgetful doesyour spouse
sayyou are? God blessesuswith the gift of with memoriessothatwe will been
couragedo facethe presencendfuture with faith, trustandhope. Joshuasaysin
4:21-4,the rock stonememorialsare so On the future whenyour descendantask
their fathers,OWhatlo thesestonesmean?€Il them,Olsraetrossedhe Jordanon
dry ground,CFor the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had
crossedover ThelLlord you God did to the Jordan just what He had doneto the
RedSeawhenHe dried it up before us until we had crossedover He did this so
that all the peoplesof the earth might knowthat the hand of the Lord is powerful
and sothat youmightalwaysfear the Lord your God.O

These memorials remind us of the essence of our faith: that life is not about
us. We have life and exist to give glory to God. It is about GedD not our
own. These particular memorials can be summed up as having two main purposes:
to instruct future generations and to witness to other nations about the power and
provision of God. Memorials such as these stones are helpful for the following
reasons: they alert us to the importance of remembering the wonderful works of
God and of our spiritual history;
sincewe havea naturaltendencyto forget what God hasdone;we remembertthe
needto be thankful; the stonegemindus of what God hasdonefor usandfor oth-
ers (that the universedoesnot revolve aroundus); that we havethe privilege of
passingon our faith to the future generationsmemorialscanbe simple; we learn
that Godmovesandworksto blessgroupsof people.

| believethateachof us areliving, breathing,walking memorials. We are called
to shareour hopeandfaith, to sharethat Godis powerfulandthat God calls usto
trust. Whatis it that God hasdonefor you? Whatmiracleshaveyou seenandex-

perienced?l believethattherearetwo mainreasonsave do not seemoremiracles
in ourlives: we takelife for grantedandwe aretoo busyto seeGodatwork. Each
daywe haveis amiracle. Eachdayour childrenhaveis a miracle. Do we believe
in a God of power or do we restin our own limited powerandability? Are we so
focusedandconsumeadvith our agendathatwe missouton God®. Goddoesnot
wasteanything. God canredeemeventhe mostpainful and darkestmomentsof
our lives, for His glory. Friendwith alegacy It is not aboutus. Life is about
giving glory to God. In Luke 19:40, Jesussaysthat if we don©praiseGod, the
stoneswill cry out. Why shouldwe leaveit upto the stoneso praiseGod? Let us
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seeall of life, everymomentasa gift of grace,andlet us praiseGod, aswe have
beencreatedo andshoulddo.

RichMullins song,Nothingis BeyondYou:

Wherecould | go, Wherecould| run, Evenif | foundthe strengthto fly, andif |
roseon thewingsof thedawn,andcrashedhroughthe cornerof thesky, If | sailed
pastthe edgeof the sea,Evenif | mademy bedin hell, still thereyou would find
me. Nothingis beyondyou, You standbeyondthe reachof our vain imaginations-
our misguidedpiety, the heavensstretchto hold you, and deepcries out to deep
sayingONothings beyondyouOTime cannotcontainyou-You fill eternitySin can
neverstainyou-deathhaslost its sting,| cannotexplainthe way You cameto love
me, Exceptto say that nothingis beyondyou. If | shouldshrink backfrom the
light, Sol cansinkinto thedark,If | takecoverandl closemy eyes Eventhenyou
would seemy heart,YouOdtut throughall my pain andrage,My darknesss not
darkto You, night®asbright asday.
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