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Joshua 2:1-24

ÒRahab:  An Unusual ChoiceÓ

Intr oduction:  The title of this Scriptural book of course is Joshua.  This book 
however, has many other people in it  too, including, as we will see today, Rahab 
and two unnamed spies.  Let us ponder this morning about who God chooses to 
work through, and how God wants to work in our lives.

God Makes Unusual Choices

 God does things differently than we do or differently than we would like.  One 
way is in how and who He chooses to use and to work through. God shows here 
for instance that He can use not only prophets and leaders to bless Israel, but that 
God can also use the unknown, the immoral or the social outcast to further His 
purposes in the world.  In this text, we see that God uses two unnamed, anonymous 
spies to do His work and to verify His will and plan.  This is interesting, for in 
Numbers 13, each spy is specifically named and their tribe of origin is mentioned 
too.  Here, even though the spies were faithful and affirmed the redemptive plan of 
God, they were left nameless.  All  that matters is that they are faithful.  

In addition, God used Rahab, a prostitute, to reinforce His plan and to save 
the spies.  Rahab had four strikes against her socially and culturally.  First, she was 
a Canaanite, from the peoples God intended to remove from the land.  But by be-
friending the Jewish spies, she became a part of Israel.  Second, she was a woman, 
and Eastern culture then was extremely patriarchal.  God here shows that He can 
use women and men equally.  Third, she was a prostitute.  Such an occupation was 
socially unacceptable then and now.  God sees potential in each and every person, 
including social outcasts or misfits.  Fourth, she had an honesty issue.  Rahab 
trusted in God, but still lied to the authorities.  God can use us even when we still 
have some character development left to do (see Abraham, Isaac and David). In 
essence, God is looking for people who are available and willing  to believe.  
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Faith That is Vibrant

 Rahab actively lived out her faith.  She showed a courageous belief in the power 
and plan of God to fight for Israel.  Rahab says in 2:8-11, ÒI know that the Lord has 
given this land to you and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who 
live in this country are melting in fear because of you.  We have heard how the 
Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and 
what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, 
whom you completely destroyed.  When we heard of it,  our hearts melted and eve-
ryoneÕs courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven 
above and on the earth below.Ó  

Rahab literally put her life on the line to help Israel, in the belief that IsraelÕs 
God was real, powerful and would be victorious.  She was open to truth, regardless 
of the personal cost.  Rahab also had confident faith, for she believed that God 
could and would move to bring His people victory.  In fact, She showed more faith 
than the earlier spies, who turned their backs on God and His promises.  She was 
willing  to make a tough decision with lasting implications, because of her faith.  
Rahab had concerned faith, for she was worried about her family and wanted them 
to be saved too.  She also had covenant faith, for the scarlet cord was a sign of 
GodÕs promises to be with her and to take care of her.  The color reminds us of the 
blood of Passover and of JesusÕs death on the cross.  

Rahab was willing  to believe, to act on her belief and to be a blessing to oth-
ers.  She was willing to become a part of GodÕs family.  She lived out her faith and 
in doing so was a blessing to others and a part of GodÕs redemptive plan for Israel 
and for the entire world.  We too must live a vibrant faith, that blesses others.  

A Lasting Blessing

 RahabÕs faithfulness has endured throughout the ages.  She not only was saved 
along with her family, she married a Jewish prince and became part of the ancestry 
of Jesus (Matthew 1: 5).  God chose to use her despite her imperfections to be a 
part of His greater redemptive plan for humanity.  She is also mentioned twice in 
the New Testament as a role model for us of how to be faithful.  In James 2, hes 
discusses faith and deeds, highlighting AbrahamÕs willingness to sacrifice Isaac 
and then saying in 2:25-6, ÒIn the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent 
them off in a different direction?  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
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without deeds is dead.Ó Like Abraham, she was willing  to suffer loss (of life, of 
family) in order to be faithful to God and in doing so literally stood up alone 
against her entire culture.   In Hebrews 11, Rahab appears as an example of faith.  
She was one of only two women to do so (Sarah is the other, who gave birth to 
Isaac, who was regarded as the mother of the Israelite race).  The author says in 
11:31, ÒBy faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not 
killed with those who were disobedient.Ó  On a human level, there is no point of 
comparison for Rahab was both a pagan and a prostitute.  On a divine level, they 
were similar for both were willing to believe in God and to be used by God, as a 
part of His larger plan and as part of His purpose to save the world.   Rahab then 
became significant not because of who she was, but because she was willing and 
available to be used by God.  In her life,  God shows that He can use us regardless 
of who we have been.  
 
 God wants to use us as He did Rahab.  Are we willing?   Are we available?  
Rich Mullins song JesusÉWrite me into your storyÉwhisper it to me and let me 
know I am yours.  May we allow God to use us, so we too can become part of His 
story, that is written in the hearts and lives of those around us, as we live out and 
share our faith.  In doing so, we too can be a part of an eternal blessing, a blessing 
that lasts and endures.
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