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) Joshua 2:1-24 )
ORahab: An Unusual ChoiceO

Intr oduction: The title of this Scripturalbook of courseis Joshua. This book
however hasmany otherpeoplein it too, including, aswe will seetoday Rahab
andtwo unnamedspies. Let us ponderthis morning aboutwho God choosedo
work through,andhow Godwantsto work in our lives.

God Makes Unusual Choices

God doesthings differently thanwe do or differently than we would like. One
way is in how andwho He choosedo useandto work through.God showshere
for instancethat He canusenot only prophetsandleadersto blesslsrael,but that
God can also usethe unknown, the immoral or the social outcastto further His
purposesn theworld. In this text, we seethat God usestwo unnamedanonymous
spiesto do His work andto verify His will andplan. This is interesting,for in
Numbersl3, eachspyis specificallynamedandtheir tribe of origin is mentioned
too. Here,eventhoughthe spieswerefaithful andaffirmed the redemptiveplan of
God,theywereleft namelessAll that matterss thattheyarefaithful.

In addition, God usedRahab,a prostitute,to reinforceHis planandto save
the spies. Rahabhadfour strikesagainsther sociallyandculturally. First,shewas
a Canaanitefrom the peoplesGod intendedto removefrom the land. But by be-
friendingthe Jewishspies,shebecamea partof Israel. Secondshewasawoman,
and Easternculture thenwas extremelypatriarchal. God hereshowsthat He can
usewomenandmenequally Third, shewasa prostitute. Suchanoccupationvas
socially unacceptabl¢henandnow. God seegpotentialin eachandeveryperson,
including social outcastsor misfits. Fourth, she had an honestyissue. Rahab
trustedin God, but still lied to the authorities. God canuseus evenwhenwe still
have somecharacterdevelopmenteft to do (seeAbraham,lsaacand David). In
essenceGodis looking for peoplewho areavailableandwilling to believe.
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Faith That is Vibrant

Rahabactively lived out her faith. Sheshoweda courageouselief in the power
andplanof Godto fight for Israel. Rahabsaysin 2:8-11, O knowthattheLord has
giventhis land to youandthat a greatfear of you hasfallen on us, sothat all who
live in this country are melting in fear becauseof you. We have head how the
Lord dried up the water of the RedSeafor you whenyou cameout of Egypt,and
what you did to Sihonand Og, the two kings of the Amoriteseastof the Jordan,
whomyou completelydestoyed. Whenwe head of it, our heartsmeltedand eve
ryone®couragefailed becauseof you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven
aboveandon the earthbelowO

Rahabliterally put herlife ontheline to helplsrael,in the beliefthatlsrael®
Godwasreal, powerfulandwould bevictorious. Shewasopento truth, regardless
of the personalcost. Rahabalso had confidentfaith, for she believedthat God
couldandwould moveto bring His peoplevictory. In fact, Sheshowedmorefaith
thanthe earlier spies,who turnedtheir backson God and His promises. Shewas
willing to make a tough decisionwith lasting implications, becauseof her faith.
Rahabhadconcernedaith, for shewasworried aboutherfamily andwantedthem
to be savedtoo. Shealso had covenantfaith, for the scarletcord was a sign of
God©promisego bewith herandto takecareof her The color remindsus of the
blood of Passoveandof Jesus€dleathon the cross.

Rahabwaswilling to believe,to acton herbeliefandto be ablessingto oth-
ers. Shewaswilling to becomea partof God®family. Shelived out herfaith and
in doing sowas a blessingto othersanda partof God®redemptiveplan for Israel
andfor theentireworld. We too mustlive avibrantfaith, thatblesse®thers.

A Lasting Blessing

Rahabfaithfulnesshas enduredthroughoutthe ages. Shenot only was saved
alongwith herfamily, shemarrieda Jewishprinceandbecamepartof the ancestry
of JesugMatthew1: 5). God choseto useher despiteher imperfectionsto be a
partof His greaterredemptiveplan for humanity Sheis alsomentionedtwice in
the New Testamenasa role modelfor us of how to be faithful. In James2, hes
discussedaith and deeds,highlighting Abraham®willingnessto sacrifice Isaac
andthen sayingin 2:25-6,0n the sameway, was not evenRahabthe prostitute
consideedrighteousfor what shedid whenshegavelodging to the spiesand sent
themoff in a different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead,so faith
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without deedsis deadOLike Abraham,shewaswilling to suffer loss (of life, of
family) in order to be faithful to God and in doing so literally stood up alone
againstherentireculture. In Hebrewsll, Rahabappearsasan exampleof faith.
Shewasone of only two womento do so (Sarahis the other who gavebirth to
Isaac,who was regardedas the motherof the Israeliterace). The authorsaysin
11:31, By faith the prostitute Rahab,becauseshe welcomedthe spies,was not
killed with thosewho were disobedéent.O On a humanlevel, thereis no point of
comparisorfor Rahabwasboth a pagananda prostitute. On a divine level, they
were similar for both werewilling to believein God andto be usedby God, asa
part of His larger plan andaspart of His purposeto savethe world. Rahabthen
becamesignificantnot becauseof who shewas, but becauseshewaswilling and
availableto be usedby God. In herlife, God showsthatHe canuseusregardless
of whowe havebeen.

God wants to use us as He did Rahale we willing? Are we available?
Rich Mullins song JesusEMWte me into your storyEwhisper it to me and let me
know | am yours. May we allow God to use us, so we too can become part of His
story, that is written in the hearts and lives of those around us, as we live out and
share our faith. In doing so, we too can be a part of an eternal blessing, a blessing
that lasts and endures.
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