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Intr oduction: Loving othersis a goodtopic for Fathef@ Day, and dependingon
your relationshipwith your Dad, loving enemiescould alsobe relevant. Scripture
Is clearthatwe areto love evenour neighborsandevenour enemies?Whatdoes
this meanandhow canwe do this?

The Scope of Love

In this text, Jesudells His discipleswhatthe scopeof love is to be. In doingso,
He remindsthem of what Scripturetaught. In Leviticus 19:18,for instance God
commands(Do not seekrevengeor beara grudgeagainstoneof your people but
loveyour neighborasyourself. | amtheLord.O Unfortunatelyandincorrectly the
Scribesand Phariseesnterpretedthis as meaningthat they only neededto love
their neighbor or peoplewho wererelatedto themor like them. In doing so, they
neglectedthe full teachingof Scripture,including Leviticus 19:33-4,where God
tells us, QWhenan alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat them. The
alien living with you mustbe treatedas one of your native-born. Love themas
yourself,for you were aliensin Egypt. | am the Lord your GodO Thus, in the
samechapterof Scripture we seethatwe areto love our neighborandthatwe are
to love aliens,or thosewho areunlike us. Our neighborthenis not just thosewho
arelike us,butthosewho aredifferentfrom us.

Scripturealso makesit clear how we shouldrespondto our enemyandto those
who are unlike us. Proverbs25:21-2statesOf your enemyis hungry give them
food to eat, if they are thirsty, give themwater to drink. In doing this, you will
heapburning coals on their head,and the Lord will rewad youO The Lord will
rewardus aswe treatour enemieswith thelove andcarewe would give to friends.
God®will for usis to love all people thosewho areour friendsandthosewho are
our enemies. In Luke 10, in the Parableof the Good Samaritanwe seethat our
neighboris anyonewho is need,whoseneedwe know, who we can help. Our
neighborthenmay be someonevery differentfrom us, who we normally don®in-
teractwith. It is our sharechumanitythat makesus neighborsandthuswe areto
love eachperson. Love thenis notto belimited to thosewe know or evenlike, but
mustbe expressedo eachandeverypersornwe meetandinteractwith.
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Being Willing to Love

Jesuscalls us to havelifestyles of love. Jesugells usin Matthew 5:43-4, Otou
havehead that it wassaid, OLoveyour neighborand hateyour enemyOBut | tell
you: Loveyour enemiesand pray for thosewho persecuteyouO It is importantto
define the meaningof the word love in this passagefor the Greeklanguagehas
severalifferentwordsfor love, eachwith differentweight. Oneword, stolge,was
usedfor family love, suchasthat of a parentandchild. A secondword, eros,was
usedfor romanticlove, sexuallove or the passionof love. A third word, philia,
was usedfor real love or affection, that one would havefor their closestfriends.
The fourth word for love is what we find here,agape. This love is a love thatis
selfless,a love that seeksthe bestandthe goodwill of the other No matterwhat
someonedoesor says,we will still love them,andthusthis is unconditionallove.
Thisis thelove Godhasfor us,andthelove we shouldhavefor oneanother

Agapelove doesnot necessarilfflow from the heart,andis not like falling
in love, or like havingwarm fuzziesfor someone.Agapelove is a choiceof the
will, a matterof obedience.Only Jesuscan give us the powerandgraceto love
thosewho otherwisewould be unloveable. Thus,aswe arefilled with the Holy
Spirit, we canlearnto love our enemies. Vaughtsaysthis word for love is in the
activevoice, in thatwe mustdo it. The word is alsoin the presenttense,which
suggestanongoingaction,in thatwe mustcontinuallylove our neighbors.Justas
God blesseaus despiteour sin and ourselveswe are calledto blessandto love
others,regardlessof how they have treatedus, or whetherthey reciprocateour
love.

Not only arewe calledto love, we are calledto pray for them. Bonhoefer says
that prayeris the supremedemandof love. We areto belike Jesusvho prayedon
the crossfor thosewho had harmedHim andkilled Him, sayingin Luke 23:34,
(rFather forgive them,for theydo not knowwhattheyare doingO JohnStottsays
the imperfecttenseof Jesus€prayersuggestshat Jesugprayedthis overandover,
asHe painfully diedonthecross. Stepherechoedhis prayerin Acts 7:60, praying
in his final breaths,Q.ord do not hold this sin againstthemO Jesusand Stephen
arerole modelsfor usin loving our enemiesthosewho would seekto harmusand
evenkill us, by prayingfor themandby forgiving them. As we pray for our ene
mies, our hate and angertowardsthem fades,and God gives us a new love for
them. Godgivesusa love for themthatwe could neverhopeto haveon our own,
asHefills uswith His Holy Spirit.
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Sharing God® Love

Jesussaysthat we areto love and pray for our enemiesjn Matthew5:45-48,so
Qhat you maybe sonsof your Fatherin heaven. He causeHis sunto rise on the
evil and good, and sendsrain on the righteousand the unrighteous.If you love
thosewholove you, whatreward will youget? Are not eventhetax collectorsdo-
ing that? Andif you greetonly your brothers,what you are you doing more than
others? Do not evenpagansdo that? Be perfect,therefore, asyour HeavenlyFa-
theris perfectO Jesussaysthatwe areto love our enemiesjust asGod loveseach
andeverypersonregardles®f their righteousnesr lack thereof. As the Psalm
ist saysin 145:15-6,0rhe eyesof all look to you, and you give themtheir food at
the propertime. You openyour handand satisfythe desiesof everyliving thing.O
Justas God graciouslyandindiscriminatelyloves eachperson,so mustwe. Stott
sayssuchlove reflectsthe Calvinist view of commongrace,that God showsHis
graceto eachpersonthroughtheblessingsf rainandsunshine.

Earlierin this sermonseries,| sharedwith you, thatthe languagds limited in its
vocabularyso phrasesuchassonsof peaceor sonsof God, meansheingpeaceful
or beingGodly. We areto be Godly thenby prayingfor our enemies. The word
herefor perfection,teleios,is alsointriguing. This word doesnot referto abstract
or spiritual perfection. Rather Barclay saysthe Greekideaof perfectionis func-
tional andrefersto somethingthat hasfully realizedits purposefor which it has
beencreated. Teleioscomesfrom the word telos,which meansend, purposeaim
or goal. We areperfectthenwhenwe achievewhat God hascreatedusfor. Gene
sis 1:26tells usthatwe havebeencreatedn theimageof God,to belike God. We
truly becomenumanwhenwe truly becomdike God, by graciouslyloving others.

We are to be distinct and tfent from the world around us. Jesus assumes
that even the pagans, those who live for themselves, will love those they know and
those that love them in returiVe are to do more than them, to love more than
those who live without God. Bonhdef says we are to be unusual, peculiar and
extraordinaryto be set apart in the world to live and to love as Jesud/dare
to be extraordinaryjust like God. Bonho&dr says that love is ultimately fulfilled
on the cross of Christ, which sets us apart from the rest of the world. Stottsays Je
sus expects from us what others would never ask, which is to love our enemies.
Everyone believes in love, but not everyone believes in loving your enemies. How
do we love our enemies? Prayaessing, serving, fgiving.
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