
ÒLove Who?
FatherÕs Day-June 18, 2006

Acts 7:54-60; Matthew 5:43-48

Intr oduction:  Loving others is a good topic for FatherÕs Day, and depending on 
your relationship with your Dad, loving enemies could also be relevant.  Scripture 
is clear that we are to love even our neighbors and even our enemies?  What does 
this mean and how can we do this?  

The Scope of Love

 In this text, Jesus tells His disciples what the scope of love is to be.  In doing so, 
He reminds them of what Scripture taught.  In Leviticus 19:18, for instance, God 
commands, ÒDo not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but 
love your neighbor as yourself.  I  am the Lord.Ó   Unfortunately and incorrectly, the 
Scribes and Pharisees interpreted this as meaning that they only needed to love 
their neighbor, or people who were related to them or like them.  In doing so, they 
neglected the full teaching of Scripture, including Leviticus 19:33-4, where God 
tells us, ÒWhen an alien lives with you in your land, do not mistreat them.  The 
alien living with you must be treated as one of your native-born.  Love them as 
yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt.  I am the Lord your God.Ó  Thus, in the 
same chapter of Scripture, we see that we are to love our neighbor, and that we are 
to love aliens, or those who are unlike us.  Our neighbor then is not just those who 
are like us, but those who are different from us.  

 Scripture also makes it clear how we should respond to our enemy and to those 
who are unlike us.  Proverbs 25:21-2 states ÒIf  your enemy is hungry, give them 
food to eat, if  they are thirsty, give them water to drink.  In doing this, you will 
heap burning coals on their head, and the Lord will  reward you.Ó  The Lord will 
reward us as we treat our enemies with the love and care we would give to friends.  
GodÕs will  for us is to love all people, those who are our friends and those who are 
our enemies.   In Luke 10, in the Parable of the Good Samaritan, we see that our 
neighbor is anyone who is need, whose need we know, who we can help.  Our 
neighbor then may be someone very different from us, who we normally donÕt in-
teract with.  It  is our shared humanity that makes us neighbors, and thus we are to 
love each person.  Love then is not to be limited to those we know or even like, but 
must be expressed to each and every person we meet and interact with.
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Being Willing to Love

 Jesus calls us to have lifestyles of love.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 5:43-4, ÒYou 
have heard that it was said, ÔLove your neighbor and hate your enemy.Õ  But I tell 
you:  Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.Ó  It is important to 
define the meaning of the word love in this passage, for the Greek language has 
several different words for love, each with different weight.  One word, storge, was 
used for family love, such as that of a parent and child.  A second word, eros, was 
used for romantic love, sexual love or the passion of love.  A third word, philia, 
was used for real love or affection, that one would have for their closest friends.  
The fourth word for love is what we find here, agape.  This love is a love that is 
selfless, a love that seeks the best and the good will  of the other.  No matter what 
someone does or says, we will  still love them, and thus this is unconditional love.  
This is the love God has for us, and the love we should have for one another.  

Agape love does not necessarily flow  from the heart, and is not like falling 
in love, or like having warm fuzzies for someone.  Agape love is a choice of the 
will,  a matter of obedience.  Only Jesus can give us the power and grace to love 
those who otherwise would be unloveable.  Thus, as we are filled with the Holy 
Spirit, we can learn to love our enemies.  Vaught says this word for love is in the 
active voice, in that we must do it.   The word is also in the present tense, which 
suggests an ongoing action, in that we must continually love our neighbors.  Just as 
God blesses us despite our sin and ourselves, we are called to bless and to love 
others, regardless of how they have treated us, or whether they reciprocate our 
love.

 Not only are we called to love, we are called to pray for them.  Bonhoeffer says 
that prayer is the supreme demand of love.  We are to be like Jesus who prayed on 
the cross for those who had harmed Him and killed Him, saying in Luke 23:34, 
ÒFather, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.Ó  John Stott says 
the imperfect tense of JesusÕs prayer suggests that Jesus prayed this over and over, 
as He painfully died on the cross.  Stephen echoed this prayer in Acts 7:60, praying 
in his final breaths, ÒLord do not hold this sin against them.Ó  Jesus and Stephen 
are role models for us in loving our enemies, those who would seek to harm us and 
even kill  us, by praying for them and by forgiving them.  As we pray for our ene-
mies, our hate and anger towards them fades, and God gives us a new love for 
them.  God gives us a love for them that we could never hope to have on our own, 
as He fills  us with His Holy Spirit.
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Sharing GodÕs Love

 Jesus says that we are to love and pray for our enemies, in Matthew 5:45-48, so 
Òthat you may be sons of your Father in heaven.  He causes His sun to rise on the 
evil and good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If  you love 
those who love you, what reward will  you get?  Are not even the tax collectors do-
ing that?  And if  you greet only your brothers, what you are you doing more than 
others?  Do not even pagans do that?  Be perfect, therefore, as your Heavenly Fa-
ther is perfect.Ó  Jesus says that we are to love our enemies, just as God loves each 
and every person, regardless of their righteousness, or lack thereof.  As the Psalm-
ist says in 145:15-6, ÒThe eyes of all  look to you, and you give them their food at 
the proper time.  You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing.Ó  
Just as God graciously and indiscriminately loves each person, so must we.  Stott 
says such love reflects the Calvinist view of common grace, that God shows His 
grace to each person through the blessings of rain and sunshine. 

 Earlier in this sermon series, I  shared with you, that the language is limited in its 
vocabulary, so phrases such as sons of peace or sons of God, means being peaceful 
or being Godly.  We are to be Godly then by praying for our enemies.  The word 
here for perfection, teleios, is also intriguing.  This word does not refer to abstract 
or spiritual perfection.  Rather, Barclay says the Greek idea of perfection is func-
tional and refers to something that has fully realized its purpose for which it has 
been created.  Teleios comes from the word telos, which means end, purpose, aim 
or goal.  We are perfect then when we achieve what God has created us for.  Gene-
sis 1:26 tells us that we have been created in the image of God, to be like God.  We 
truly become human when we truly become like God, by graciously loving others. 

 We are to be distinct and different from the world around us.  Jesus assumes 
that even the pagans, those who live for themselves, will love those they know and 
those that love them in return.  We are to do more than them, to love more than 
those who live without God.  Bonhoeffer says we are to be unusual, peculiar and 
extraordinary, to be set apart in the world to live and to love as Jesus did.  We are 
to be extraordinary, just like God.  Bonhoeffer says that love is ultimately fulfilled 
on the cross of Christ, which sets us apart from the rest of the world.  Stott says Je-
sus expects from us what others would never ask, which is to love our enemies.  
Everyone believes in love, but not everyone believes in loving your enemies.  How 
do we love our enemies?  Prayer, blessing, serving, forgiving.  
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