f
Il (/)f 4
e
|
‘\\j/Peace Presbyterian Church
[

w\ \\I\ www.peacechurch.net
W\

by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

9145 Franklin Blvd.
Elk Grove, CA 95758
916.684.8100 voice
916.684.7719 FAX

OKeeping theNordO
May 7, 2006
Psalm 119:89-96; Matthew 5:17-20

Intr oduction: As | wasponderingthis passagel, realizedl havea mixture
of feelingsaboutthe Law. Isit still valid? How doesJesusaffect or alterthe Law?
Somepeopletoday saythatthe NT is all aboutgraceandthat gracenegateghe
Law. In ponderingthis, | was struck by Dietrich Bonhoefer@ explanationof
grace,of the differencebetweencheapand costly grace.In The Cost of Disciple-
ship, he discusseswo typesof grace,cheapand costly grace. Cheapgraceis the
preachingof God®love and forgivenesswithout a call to repentancea justifica-
tion of sinratherthanof thesinner Costlygrace,ontheotherhand,is costlyfor it
hascost JesusHis life, and costly becausat we must obey Christ alone. Costly
graceleadsto obediencewhich is the onething that mattersmostto God. Let us
ponderthis morning,howwe cankeepGod®Word and embraceostlygrace.

Jesus FulfillsThe Law

Jesussays,ODonot think that | havecometo abolishthe Law or the Proph
ets; | havenot cometo abolishthembut to fulfill them.O This commentwould
have surprisedthe disciples,for His critics often complainedof His disregardof
the Law. Theterm for the Law included:the Ten Commandmentsthe first five
booksof the Bible (the Pentateuch)the law and the prophets(or all of the Old
Testament)andthe scriballaw. If Jesusvasnot following all of the Law (suchas
handwashingand Sabbatlrestrictions) thenhow canwe makesenseof His state
ment? Jesusdifferentiatedbetweenthe Mosaic Law and the scribal law. The
scriballaws weredevelopedasa commentarypasedon the OT, andlater collected
in the Mishnah. Later scribesproduceda further commentaryon the Mishhah
calledthe Talmud. Thesewerethousand®f rulesandregulationgo helpthelsra
elitesavoid breakingthe Law. Overtime, the scriballaw took on alife of its own,
obscuringandbecomingmoreimportantthanthe original Law they werebasedon.
Jesusstill viewedthe Ten Commandmentandthe Law to love God andto love
one®neighboraseternallyvalid.

JesussaysthatHe hascometo fulfill the Law, thatHe hascometo bring out
the real meaningof the Law. The verbfor fulfill, or plerosai,meango fill. Jesus
hascomenotto ignoreor abolishthe Law, butto fully sharewith Israelthelaw and
thewill of Godfor their lives. JesuscommonlyusedOld Testamentanguageand
imageryto revealthe Law of Godto Israel,in termsof who theywere,of who God
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is andof how we areto be saved. Jesudulfilled the Law by fulfilling the prophe

siesof the prophets.If we wantto know whatthe Law requireswe mustexamine
the life, deathandresurrectionof Christ. No further sacrificesare now required.
Anotherinterestingaspecbf this statements thatJesugprovidesa strongsenseof

continuity betweerthe Old andNew, betweenthe Law andgrace. Marcionwasan
early church heretic, who soughtto eliminate every mentionof OT in the NT.

Marcion evenchangedhe wording of this text, to suggestlesuscameto abolish
the Law. We know howevey that Jesuscameto fulfill andto revealthe true and
deepesteaningof the Law, andwill of God.

The Lasting Impact of the Law

Jesusmakesit clearthat God®Law is still in effectandeveneternal. Jesus
says,Q tell youthetruth, until heaverand earth disappearnot the smallestletter,
not eventhe leaststroke of a pen,will by any meansdisappearfromthe Law until
everythingis accomplished.OJesusrefershereto yod, the smallestletter in the
Hebrewalphabetalmostassmallasa comma,anda strokeof a pen,or keraia(like
an apostrophehat distinguishedsomelettersfrom others). Jesuds stressinghat
every part of the Law, eventhosedeemedas small or insignificant must be fol-
lowed. The Law is asenduringasthe universeandwill not passawayuntil all of
life is done. We seethis truth reinforcedin Psalm119, where David says,Orour
word, O lord is eternal;it standsfirm in the heavens.Your laws endue to this day,
for all things serveyou. To all perfectionl seea limit; but your commandsre
boundless.@od hasgiven us His Law, to showuswho He is, who andwhosewe
are,andof our needfor grace for costlygrace.

Who WeAre to Be

Justascostly gracedemandsomethingof us, sotoo doesthe Law demand
that we changeour lives. Jesustells us, GAnyonewho breaksthe least of these
commandmentand teachesothersto do the samewill be calledleastin the king-
domof heavenput whoeverpracticesand teacheghesecommandwill be called
greatin the kingdomof heave. For | tell you that unlessyour righteousnessur-
passeghat of the Phariseesand the teachersof the Law, youwill certainly noten
ter the kingdomof heaven.OAll of the commandsand Law of God are authorita
tive and important becauseof the characterand authority of God. The eternal
authorityandtrustworthines®f our God demandsur obediencdo His Word and
Law. Obediencalistinguishesvho belongsto God,andwho belongsto theworld.
The commentabout righteousnesss interestingbecausePhariseesand teachers
werewidely seenasholy menin Jewishsociety The Phariseesvereconsideredo
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be good people,who lived holy lives distinct from the world aroundthem. The
early historianJosephusaidthat the Phariseegried to live for God in everymo-
ment andvererespectedby all. Sowheredid theygowrong?

Jesussaysour righteousnesss to flow from within, from beingright in our
heartsand soulswith God. Life is not aboutdoing the right thing or doing good,
but by being right with God, throughfaith and through costly grace. God® de-
mandsare moreradicalthanwhatwe do, for God caresaboutwhat we think, feel
anddreamof. Righteousnesm the kingdomflows from the deepesand mostin-
ner coreof who we are,from our soulsandhearts. God promisesus thatthe Law
will be written on our hearts,as the Spirit dwells within us (Jer 31, Ezekiel 36).
Whatmustwe do? Jesudells usin Matthew22:37,we mustlove the Lord with all
of who we are,with our heart,soulandmind. We mustalsolove our neighboras
ourself. Jesusshowedus how, in giving of His life to saveandto extendcostly
graceto others. Of course,aswe do so, we will keepthe Ten Commandments,
which centeron reverencdor God andloving respectfor others. Let us keepthe
Law, by beingled by the Spirit.
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