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OJesus: OuPrince of PeaceO
Decemberl10, 2006
Isaiah 9:4-5; Luke 2:13-20

Intr oduction: Sinceour own nationhasbeenandis in a stateof war at the mo-
ment,the Biblical conceptof peacetakeson a new urgencyor weight. Oneof the
titles for the Messiahis that of Princeof Peace. What doesthis mean? How can
Jesudeour Princeof Peace todagndeveryday?

Prince of Peace

In Isaiah9:4-5, 6, Isaiahsays,JFor as in the day of Midian® defeat,you have
shatteed the yokethat burdensthem, the bar acrosstheir shoulders,the rod of
their oppressor Everywarrior® boot usedin battle and everygarmentrolled in
bloodwill be destinedfor burning, will be fuel for the fireE And He will be called
Wonderful Counselor Mighty God, EverlastingFather Prince of Peace.GAt the
battleof Midian, whichwe find in Judges/:2, Godtold Gideonto thin the ranksof
the army, sothatOsrael maynot boastagainstmethat her own strengthhassaved
her.O Goddid so by letting anyonewho wasafraid to go home,droppingthe size
of the army from 32,000mento 10,000. ThenGod separateanenbasedon how
they drankwaterfrom theriver, droppingthe sizeof the armyfrom 10,000mento
300 men. God won a victory that would only He would be given the credit for.
Isaiahsaysthat God will be at work in andthroughthis Messiahto do something
soamazingthatonly He will begiventheglory.

Isaiahis sayingthat God will destroythe oppressiveforcesin their lives. The
yoke was a symbol of foreign oppressiorand so the Messiahwill deliver God®
peoplefrom oppression. This imageryremindsus of what Jesussaidin Matthew
11:28-30,whereHe says,GCometo meall youwho are wearyand burdenedand |
will giveyourest. Takemyyokeuponyouandlearn fromme,for | amgentleand
humblein heart,andyouwill find restfor your souls. For myyokeis easyand my
burdenis light.O Jesusasthe Messiah,invites us to cometo Him, in orderto be
relievedof our burdensandyokes,andin orderto receiveHis gifts of mercy grace
andstrength. As the Princeof Peace,Jesusoffers usa well beingandwholeness
thatareimpossibleapartand outsideof Him. In thattime, rulersor kingsif they
were effective would bring peaceto their subjects. As the Princeof Peace,Jesus
bringsusa peacehatwill fill ourheartsandsouls.
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Thismorningaswe light the candleof peacewe areremindedhatJesudascome
to bring us peace. The angelsproclaim this from the heavenssayingin Luke
2:13-4,CGlory to God in the highest,and on earth peaceto menon whomHis fa-
vor restsO The angelsare proclaimingthat the birth of Jesuswill bring glory to
God andwill bring peaceto thosewho believein Him. The Romanworld was
thenexperiencinghe PaxRomanapr RomanPeacewhich wasmarkedby an ex-
ternaltranquillity. Theangelswereheraldinga deepeipeacea peaceof mind and
of soulthatis madepossibleonly by faith in Jesus.The angelsthenare proclaim
ing that thereis only one hope for and one giver of peace,the Messiah,Jesus
Christ.

What peacedoesJesusbring us? In Romans5:1, Paultells us, Orheefore since
we have beenjustified through faith, we have peacewith God through our Lord
JesusChristO It is our faith in JesusChristthatbringsus peacewith God. Jesuss
alsothe only sourceof peacethat we canhopeto find with fellow believers. In
Ephesian®:14, Paul says,dror He Himselfis our peace who has madethe two
(believingJewsand believingGentiles)one and has destoyedthe barrier, the di-
viding wall of hostility.O Jesusalso offers us peaceaswe cometo Him in prayer
As Paulsaysin Philippians4:6-7, o not be anxiousaboutanything,but in eve
rything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving presentyour requestgo God.
andthe peaceof God, whichtranscendsll understandingwill guard your hearts
and your mindsin Christ JesusO We canfind peacein Christaswe entrusteve
rything to Him; our fears,dreamshopes painsandjoys.

Are thereany exceptiondo this gift of peace?Yes. As Jesugells usin Matthew
10:34-6,o not supposehat | havecometo bring peaceto the earth. | did not
cometo bring peacebuta swod. For | havecometo turn a managainsthis fa-
ther, a daughteragainsther mothey a daughterin law againsther motherin law-a
man®enemieswill be the memberwf his own householdd The comingof Jesus
andthe presencef God®kingdomwill invariably bring conflict betweenGodand
Satan betweenthosewho serveGod andthosewho serveself andwho serveSa
tan. Jesughenis our Princeof Peacefor our faith andtrustin Jesudeadsusto a
peacewith God,to a peacewith otherbelieversanda peaceevenwithin ourselves
thatwe could neverhopefor on our own. Whatareasof your lives do you needto
welcomeJesusinto andto trust Him in orderto have peacethis morning? How
canyou allow Him this morningto beyour Princeof Peace?
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