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Isaiah 9:4-5; Luke 2:13-20

Intr oduction: Since our own nation has been and is in a state of war at the mo-
ment, the Biblical concept of peace takes on a new urgency or weight.  One of the 
titles for the Messiah is that of Prince of Peace.  What does this mean?  How can 
Jesus be our Prince of Peace today and every day?

Prince of Peace

 In Isaiah 9:4-5, 6, Isaiah says, ÒFor as in the day of MidianÕs defeat, you have 
shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 
their oppressor.  Every warriorÕs boot used in battle and every garment rolled in 
blood will  be destined for burning, will  be fuel for the fireÉ And He will  be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.Ó At the 
battle of Midian, which we find in Judges 7:2, God told Gideon to thin the ranks of 
the army, so that ÒIsrael may not boast against me that her own strength has saved 
her.Ó  God did so by letting anyone who was afraid to go home, dropping the size 
of the army from 32,000 men to 10,000.  Then God separated men based on how 
they drank water from the river, dropping the size of the army from 10,000 men to 
300 men.  God won a victory that would only He would be given the credit for.  
Isaiah says that God will be at work in and through this Messiah to do something 
so amazing that only He will be given the glory.

 Isaiah is saying that God will  destroy the oppressive forces in their lives.  The 
yoke was a symbol of foreign oppression and so the Messiah will  deliver GodÕs 
people from oppression.  This imagery reminds us of what Jesus said in Matthew 
11:28-30, where He says, ÒCome to me all you who are weary and burdened, and I 
will  give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I  am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will  find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.Ó  Jesus, as the Messiah, invites us to come to Him, in order to be 
relieved of our burdens and yokes, and in order to receive His gifts of mercy, grace 
and strength.   As the Prince of Peace, Jesus offers us a well being and wholeness 
that are impossible apart and outside of Him.  In that time, rulers or kings if  they 
were effective would bring peace to their subjects.  As the Prince of Peace, Jesus 
brings us a peace that will  fill  our hearts and souls.  
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 This morning as we light the candle of peace, we are reminded that Jesus has come 
to bring us peace.  The angels proclaim this from the heavens, saying in Luke 
2:13-4, ÒGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom His fa-
vor rests.Ó  The angels are proclaiming that the birth of Jesus will  bring glory to 
God and will  bring peace to those who believe in Him.  The Roman world was 
then experiencing the Pax Romana, or Roman Peace, which was marked by an ex-
ternal tranquillity.  The angels were heralding a deeper peace, a peace of mind and 
of soul that is made possible only by faith in Jesus.  The angels then are proclaim-
ing that there is only one hope for and one giver of peace, the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ.

 What peace does Jesus bring us?  In Romans 5:1, Paul tells us, ÒTherefore since 
we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.Ó  It is our faith in Jesus Christ that brings us peace with God.  Jesus is 
also the only source of peace that we can hope to find with fellow believers.  In 
Ephesians 2:14, Paul says, ÒFor He Himself is our peace, who has made the two 
(believing Jews and believing Gentiles) one and has destroyed the barrier, the di-
viding wall of hostility.Ó Jesus also offers us peace as we come to Him in prayer.  
As Paul says in Philippians 4:6-7, ÒDo not be anxious about anything, but in eve-
rything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  
and the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will  guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.Ó   We can find peace in Christ as we entrust eve-
rything to Him; our fears, dreams, hopes, pains and joys.  

 Are there any exceptions to this gift of peace?  Yes.  As Jesus tells us in Matthew 
10:34-6, ÒDo not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I have come to turn a man against his fa-
ther, a daughter against her mother, a daughter in law against her mother in law-a 
manÕs enemies will  be the members of his own household.Ó  The coming of Jesus 
and the presence of GodÕs kingdom will  invariably bring conflict between God and 
Satan, between those who serve God and those who serve self and who serve Sa-
tan.  Jesus then is our Prince of Peace, for our faith and trust in Jesus leads us to a 
peace with God, to a peace with other believers and a peace even within ourselves 
that we could never hope for on our own.  What areas of your lives do you need to 
welcome Jesus into and to trust Him in order to have peace this morning?  How 
can you allow Him this morning to be your Prince of Peace?
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