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Intr oduction:  This week, we light the candle of joy in our Advent wreath.  The 
Advent season and Christmas season is to be one of joy.  When we had our family 
here, I  had fun playing them my favorite non-Christian Christmas song; I gathered 
all the grandmas together including my younger sister and put on Grandma got run 
over by a reindeer.  Somehow they did not enjoy the song as much as I did.  Belle 
made up a new song, Daddy got run over by a reindeer, I  guess she was feeling 
protective of her grandmas.  I  guess I had better expect some coal in my stocking 
this year.  The Biblical concept of joy is something deeper than feelings or emo-
tions that we have when going about our daily lives.  What does it mean to tap into 
GodÕs joy?  How can we focus on GodÕs mighty power?

Almighty God

 One of the titles for the Messiah is that of Almighty God.  What does this mean 
and what does this suggest about Jesus who is the Messiah?  The word for strong, 
gibbor, was used for people who were used by God to do mighty things.  All of 
Scripture also attests to GodÕs strength and power.  If  Jesus is truly the Messiah, 
then He will  show us the power of God.    Jesus does so by saving us, forgiving us, 
to redeeming us, by dying for us, by giving us hope.  All  of Scripture attests to 
GodÕs power.  Jeremiah, for example, in 10:6 says, ÒNo one is like you, O Lord; 
you are great, and your name is mighty in power.Ó Paul also stresses GodÕs power 
too in Ephesians 3:16, 20, ÒI pray that out of His glorious riches He may 
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner beingÉNow to Him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all  we ask or imagine, according to His 
power that is at work within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  Amen. Ò  

The Gift of Joy

God is strong enough to overcome our depression, our sadness, our fears, 
our despair and our darkness to give us the lasting and eternal gift of joy because 
of and in Jesus.  God wants us to have joy.  Joy, in fact, is one His beloved and 
cherished children.  In Isaiah 9:3, Isaiah says, ÒYou have enlarged the nation an 
increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men 
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rejoice when dividing the plunder.Ó  This verse is directly addressed to God.  It is 
God who will  increase the joy and enlarge the nation.  Israel and we as believers 
will  simply receive joy as gift from a gracious and generous God, rather than merit 
it or earn it.  This gift of joy or of jubilation will  be because of what God does and 
has done for us.  The word jubilation in the Bible is often used for having joy be-
fore God because of His help and because of His intervention.  One example for 
this great joy is that of harvest time, when Israel celebrated the goodness and 
abundance of GodÕs provision for them.  The other rejoicing is from war time when 
each soldier was given their portion of the spoils for and rewarded for their fight-
ing.  Our joy then will  be like these things, but even greater, for in the Messiah, 
God has acted and intervened to save us and to set us free, to release us and to give 
us new life.  Our joy then flows from what God has done for us in and through Je-
sus Christ.  

Jesus brings us Joy

 In Luke 2:1-12, the angels make it clear that the birth of Jesus (and implicitly  the 
life and death too) will  bring great joy to the world.  Listen again to their important 
proclamation, from Luke 2:10-12, ÒDo not be afraid.  I  bring you good news of 
great joy that will  be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  This will  be a sign to you:  You will  find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.Ó  This is the understatement of all 
understatements.  The birth of Jesus is good news and great joy.  Our Savior has 
come.  God has not forsaken us or forgotten us.  We are to have joy because of 
what God has done in sending us Jesus.  This joy must be shared and celebrated 
and contagious.  The word here for today is one that in Greek had a strong sense of 
Messianic salvation and fulfillment.  The presence of God in and through these an-
gels is clear.  The presence of God in and through Jesus is even more obvious.  
Jesus has come to bring us and to give us joy.
   

I went to a conference recently where one of the presenters was speaking on 
joy robbers.  Each of us this morning is being robbed of some of the joy the Lord 
wants us to have.  How are you letting Satan or others rob you of joy this morning? 
 Where and how are you being called to step out in faith and in trust, rather than to 
be fearful or anxious?  God wants us to have joy.  God wants you to have joy.  God 
is powerful enough to bless us with and to give us a joy that is greater than we 
have ever experienced before.  Too often our joy is too fleeting because our focus, 
our sights are off.  Let us set our sights on Jesus, so we can enjoy joy that is lasting, 
permanent, eternal.  LetÕs not settle for just enjoying the gifts of life, let us also 
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focus on enjoying the giver of all great gifts, our God who gives us Jesus.  Let us 
give up on our desire to be in control and let us choose to trust in GodÕs providen-
tial care, so that we can enjoy each moment, rather than wrestle with God over how 
our lives are not quite as we would like or want.  Joy, joy in the Lord is worth 
fighting for, surrendering to, finding, clinging on to for dear life and for all of eter-
nity.  Let us focus on what really matters:  relationships with God and with one an-
other.  Let us see each moment as a divine gift and a divine moment to experience 
His presence and His joy.  Let us be swept away by His consuming love, grace and 
joy.  Let us enjoy each gift of our life, but let us not forget to give God the glory for 
these gifts knowing that all earthly gifts will  pass, but the eternal gift of the cross 
will  not fade or go away.  Let us discover a new joy, a joy that never fades or dissi-
pates, a joy that is because of Him. 
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