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Intr oduction: This week,we light the candleof joy in our Adventwreath. The
Adventseasorand Christmasseasons to be oneof joy. Whenwe hadour family

here,| hadfun playingthemmy favorite non-ChristianChristmassong;| gathered
all the grandmagogetherincluding my youngersisterandput on Grandmagot run

overby areindeer Somehowthey did not enjoythe songasmuchasl did. Belle

madeup a new song,Daddy got run over by a reindeey | guessshewas feeling

protectiveof hergrandmas.| guessl hadbetterexpectsomecoalin my stocking
this year The Biblical conceptof joy is somethingdeeperthanfeelingsor emo

tionsthatwe havewhengoingaboutour daily lives. Whatdoesit meanto tapinto

God®joy? How canwe focuson God®mighty power?

Almighty God

One of the titles for the Messiahis that of Almighty God. What doesthis mean

andwhat doesthis suggestboutJesuswvho is the Messiah? The word for strong,
gibbor, was usedfor peoplewho were usedby God to do mighty things. All of
Scripturealso atteststo God® strengthand power If Jesuss truly the Messiah,
thenHe will showusthepowerof God. Jesugloessoby savingus,forgiving us,
to redeemingus, by dying for us, by giving us hope. All of Scriptureatteststo
God®power Jeremiahfor example,in 10:6 says,(No oneis like you, O Lord;
you are great, and your nameis mightyin powerOPaulalsostresseSod®power
too in Ephesians3:16, 20, O pray that out of His glorious riches He may
strengthenyou with power through His Spirit in your inner beingENow to Him
whois ableto doimmeasurablymore thanall we askor imagine,accoding to His
powerthat is at work within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesughroughoutall generationsfor everandever! Amen O

The Gift of Joy

God is strongenoughto overcomeour depressionpur sadnesspur fears,
our despairandour darknesdo give usthe lastingandeternalgift of joy because
of andin Jesus. God wantsus to havejoy. Joy in fact, is one His belovedand
cherishedchildren. In Isaiah9:3, Isaiahsays,Orou have enlamged the nation an
increasedheir joy; theyrejoicebefole you as peoplerejoiceat the harvest,asmen
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rejoicewhendividing the plunderO This verseis directly addressedo God. It is

Godwho will increasethe joy and enlage the nation. Israelandwe asbelievers
will simply receivejoy asgift from a graciousandgeneroussod, ratherthanmerit
it or earnit. This gift of joy or of jubilation will be becausef what God doesand
hasdonefor us. Theword jubilation in the Bible is often usedfor havingjoy be

fore God becauseof His help and becauseof His intervention. One examplefor

this greatjoy is that of harvesttime, when Israel celebratedthe goodnessand
abundancef God®provisionfor them. The otherrejoicingis from war time when
eachsoldierwasgiven their portion of the spoilsfor andrewardedfor their fight-

ing. Our joy thenwill be like thesethings, but evengreatey for in the Messiah,
Godhasactedandintervenedo saveusandto setusfree,to releasausandto give

usnewlife. Ourjoy thenflows from what God hasdonefor usin andthroughJe

susChrist.

Jesus brings us Joy

In Luke 2:1-12,the angelsmakeit clearthatthe birth of Jesugandimplicitly the
life anddeathtoo) will bring greatjoy to theworld. Listenagainto theirimportant
proclamation from Luke 2:10-12,@o not be afraid. | bring you good newsof
greatjoy that will befor all the people. Todayin the town of David a Saviorhas
beenbornto you; Heis ChristtheLord. Thiswill bea signto you: Youwill find a
babywrappedin clothsand lying in a mangerO This is the understatementf all
understatementsThe birth of Jesuss good newsand greatjoy. Our Saviorhas
come. God hasnot forsakenus or forgottenus. We areto havejoy becauseof
what God hasdonein sendingus Jesus. This joy mustbe sharedand celebrated
andcontagious.Theword herefor todayis onethatin Greekhada strongsenseof
Messianicsalvationandfulfilment. The presencef Godin andthroughthesean
gelsis clear The presenceof God in andthroughJesusis evenmore obvious.
Jesushascometo bring usandto give usjoy.

| wentto a conferenceecentlywhereoneof the presentersvasspeakingon
joy robbers. Eachof usthis morningis beingrobbedof someof the joy the Lord
wantsusto have. How areyou letting Satanor othersrob you of joy this morning?
Whereandhow areyou beingcalledto stepoutin faith andin trust, ratherthanto
be fearful or anxious? Godwantsusto havejoy. Godwantsyouto havejoy. God
is powerful enoughto blessus with andto give us a joy thatis greaterthanwe
haveeverexperiencedefore. Too oftenour joy is too fleeting becauseur focus,
oursightsareoff. LetussetoursightsonJesussowe canenjoyjoy thatis lasting,
permanentgeternal. Let® not settlefor just enjoying the gifts of life, let us also
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focuson enjoyingthe giver of all greatgifts, our God who givesus Jesus. Let us
give up on our desireto bein controlandlet us chooseto trustin God®providen
tial care,sothatwe canenjoyeachmomentratherthanwrestlewith Godoverhow
our lives are not quite as we would like or want. Joy, joy in the Lord is worth
fighting for, surrenderingdo, finding, clinging on to for dearlife andfor all of eter
nity. Let usfocuson whatreally matters: relationshipsvith God andwith onean
other Let usseeeachmomentasadivine gift anda divine momentto experience
His presencandHis joy. Letusbesweptawayby His consumingove, graceand
joy. Letusenjoyeachgift of ourlife, butlet usnotforgetto give Godtheglory for
thesegifts knowing that all earthlygifts will pass,but the eternalgift of the cross
will notfadeor goaway Letusdiscoveranewjoy, ajoy thatneverfadesor disst
patesajoy thatis becaus@f Him.
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