
“I Have Seen the Lord!”
Easter Sunday 2006

John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43

Introduction:  Today is the most important day of the Christian year.  As much fun as Easter 
bunnies, Easter eggs, Easter baskets, jelly beans and egg hunts can be, they are nothing 
compared to the joy we can have in knowing that our God is a God who gives us life, who 
gives us Jesus because He loves us, who has the power to raise Jesus the dead to new and 
eternal life.  The consistent exclamation of the early disciples was that Jesus is Risen!   Let 
us reflect on how we can live risen lives each day.  

God is Big Enough 

 How big is our God?  Most Christians would agree that our God is mighty and yet most of 
us function with the belief that our God is not big enough to handle our worries or our cares.  
Whenever we stress, or are anxious or worry, what are we really saying about how we see 
and believe about God?  In essence, we are saying that God is not big enough to take from us 
the burdens, worries and stresses of our hearts.  We too often settle for a weak God when 
instead we can embrace a God of power.  

In his book, Your God is Too Small, J.B. Phillips, suggests that too many of us are 
crippled by a limited idea of God.  Phillips states that we can never have too big a 
conception of God.  Phillips provides different images for God that fall short of the true 
power and majesty of God, such as:  a resident policeman, or God as our conscience; a 
parental hangover, or how we view our own earthly fathers; a grand old man, with a flowing 
white beard and the wisdom of the aged; a meek and mild, loving God who never offends or 
holds accountable; absolute perfection, who demands we be perfect too; a heavenly bosom, 
who will protect us from the storms and pains of the world and of life and keep us from pain 
or suffering; a God in a box, who can be tamed, controlled or easily labeled; a managing 
director, who manages the world but who does not care about our lives, who is in control but 
emotionally distant; a second hand God, that we see only in the world around us, or in plays, 
books. etc. Phillips says each of these faulty and limited views of God do not take into 
account the full power, person, majesty or love of God.  Each of them is a false idol, that we 
worship instead of praising our true God with wonder and awe.  This morning, in what ways 
are each of us seeing God as being too small?

How can we fully embrace the bigness of our God?  By looking at Scripture, at the 
revelation and gift of God’s Word to us, and by following Jesus, the gift of God’s Living 
Word to us.   We see the power of God throughout Scripture, including in Luke 1:37 where 
the angel Gabriel tells Mary, “For nothing is impossible with God.”  Nothing is impossible 
with God.  This one statement sums up all of Scripture and Easter Sunday.  Nothing is 
impossible for God, for the God who created life can also bring the dead back to life again.
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 In Acts 10, we see that it is God who is powerfully at work.  Luke stresses that “you know 
the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of all…how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
power, and how He went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of 
the devil, because God was with Him…They killed Him (Jesus) by hanging Him on a tree, 
but God raised Him from the dead on the third day and caused Him to be seen.”  10: 36-8, 
40.  It is God who sends us and who gives us Jesus, it is God who anoints and empowers 
Jesus to heal and to give new life; it is God who raised Jesus from the dead.  Our God can do 
anything.  Nothing is impossible for God.  Let us choose to live and pray accordingly.

God Wants us to Know the Tomb is Empty

 God yearns for relationship with us.  God aches and hungers for us to know Him, to be 
embraced by His love, to see Him.  God has created us in His image, to be in a relationship 
with Him (Genesis 1:27). God has also created us to enjoy and receive the blessings of life, 
in and through Him.  God was not satisfied with merely raising Jesus from the dead, God 
made sure the disciples, and through them the world, knew about it.  God wants the world to 
know that the tomb of Jesus is empty because Jesus is alive!

 Luke affirms this in Acts 10:39, 41, saying, “We are witnesses of  everything He did in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem…He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses 
whom God had already chosen-by us who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the 
dead.”  Hear too the message Mary shared with the rest of the disciples in John 20:18, “I 
have seen the Lord!”  One of the earliest and most basic testimonies is that they saw the 
Lord; they saw the risen Lord, who they had already seen die and be buried.  Mary, Peter and 
John saw for themselves the empty tomb.  This reality was reinforced with the variety of 
encounters with the risen Christ, and with the newfound joy and passion the disciples had, as 
they spread the Gospel.  God wanted them to know, and us to know through them that the 
tomb was empty.  Such news is so incredible that God wanted to leave no doubt of what He 
had done.  The tomb is empty; Jesus is alive!

God Wants to Give us New Life

 Not only is God big enough to raise the dead to life, not only does God want us to know that 
Jesus is alive and the tomb is empty, God wants us to have new life in Jesus Christ.  The 
resurrection is not just for Jesus, but for each of us.  Paul affirms this in 1 Corinthians 15:14, 
17, 22, saying, “And if  Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your 
faith…And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins…For 
as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive…The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death.”  The resurrection of Christ is key to our faith, to our hope for new life, to our 
forgiveness of sins.  Just as Christ has been raised to new life, we believe we too will be 
raised to new life, both now and for eternity.  In Acts 10, we see the promise of new life too 
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as Luke mentions that Jesus is traveling around doing miracles and healings.  In 10:43, Luke 
says, “All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who believes in Him receives 
forgiveness of  sins through His name.”  We can live new lives in and through Christ as the 
Holy Spirit fills us and renews by the power of God’s presence in our hearts and lives.
  

Once we meet the risen Christ, our lives will and should never be the same.  The 
complete and profound transformation of the disciples shows that they had encountered the 
risen Jesus.  They immediately changed from confused, doubting, grieving, fearful people to 
bold, impassioned, committed, convicted witnesses for Christ, willing even to die for the 
Gospel and the message that Jesus had risen.  So too should we profoundly change when we 
encounter and meet the risen Lord.

In his book, Living the Resurrection, The Risen Christ in Everyday Life, Eugene 
Peterson discusses how we can celebrate Jesus’ resurrection each day by having the 
resurrection be the core reality of our spiritual formation.  In doing so, we become counter 
cultural, focused on the power, person and presence of God, rather than being busy or 
consumerist.  Peterson says that as we focus on the resurrection, we learn to see life as being 
filled with wonder, wonder at the power and creativity, grace and mercy of God.  In doing 
so, we are like little children who view the world with wonder and with awe, who are openly 
receptive to God.  Life in the glow of the resurrection proclaims the gift of life, in each and 
every moment.  We can experience this as in our common daily experiences such as the 
eating of meals.  Many of the resurrection encounters happened around meals.  The 
resurrection also pulls us away from self absorption.  We realize that life is not about us, and 
that we are created to live in community and in fellowship.  Peterson also talks of 
resurrection friends, that we learn of and experience Jesus in community.  

 The new life we can enjoy flows from being filled and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  This 
new life will be marked by the fruit of the Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  This new life is full of blessing as we die 
to self, and learn to live, love and hope in the Lord as Christ did.  Christ is risen, and we too 
must die to self, in order to be raised from the dead to new and eternal life.  Let us seek the 
risen Christ with wonder and with gratitude, in the common experiences of our days, in the 
love and fellowship we can have with others.  Let us this Easter celebrate and embrace the 
gift of new life we can have in Christ, so others will see Christ alive in us.   Let us praise 
God that Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!
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