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Intr oduction: | wassick this week,sosick in fact, | lost my voice after Sunday®
service. Rachelquarantinedne andwould not evenlet me go to Alpha! Anyway,
whenyou cannotspeak,it makesyou think aboutthe importanceof makingevery
word count. | think somepeoplefoundit ironic, a preachewho canftalk. | have
beenponderingfor a few weeksthis versefrom Matthew12:36,whereJesussays,
(But | tell you that peoplewill haveto give accounton the day of judgmentfor
everycarelessword they havespoken® Wow! How manywords do you waste?
How many opportunitiesto blessothersdo you passby? Whatreally needsto be
said?

What do you really need to know?

Whatdo you really needto know to live life? Actually thatis the wrong question.
Let me rewordthis to ask: Who do you really needto know? Therereally is only
onerelationshipthat really matters,that haseternaland permanentonsequences
for eachof us. It is our relationshipwith Jesusthat really matters. We are not
savedby whatwe do; we aresavedby who we know, by who we trust,by who we
hopein, by Jesus.| wearthis crossaroundmy neckeachday to remindmyself of
whosel am. Thereis only onepersonwe needto know: Jesus.Thereis only one
thing we needto know: thecross.

In this passageJoshuaknew that his time on earthwas comingto a close. He
gatheredogetherthe nationof Israelto sharehis heartwith them,to sharewho and
whatthey neededo know to live their lives to the fullest. Listento whatJoshua
saidin 23:2,5: Orou yourselveshaveseeneverythingthe Lord your God hasdone
to all thesenationsfor your sake;it wasthe Lord your God who foughtfor youE
ThelLord your Godwill drive themout of yourway. He will pushthemout before
you, and you will take possessiorof their land, as the Lord your God promised
youO Joshuaemindedthemthattheir history, their lives, their identity wasall be-
causeof God. As they reviewedtheir lives andtheir history, everythingthatthey
hadandwereis becausef God. Life is not aboutthem! God hasdoneit! God
hasaccomplished! Don®forgetto give Godtheglory!

Humannatureis to easilyforgetwho hasreally given usthe blessingsof our lives
andinsteadwe claim for ourselveghe deedsandvictoriesof God. As we reflect
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andrealizethatour lives arein the handsof a goodandgraciousGod,we canlearn
to face the challengesof life with greaterfaith, surrenderand trust. Everything
God doesfor us is motivatedby His desirefor a deeperrelationshipwith us, to
draw us nearerto Him. Not muchin life mattersmuchin the eternalschemeof
things(Bondsandsteroidswho is in control of the SenateandHouse whetherthe
Raiderswin the SuperBowl in the next 50 years,whetherour caris old or new)
Thisis whatlife is all about:to worshipHim, to enjoyHim.

Putting First Things First

How canwe live asif whatreally mattersdoesmatter? How canour lives truly
reflectour priorities? How canour lives truly glorify God? | believetoo oftenour
lives don®reflectour statedpriorities. Our lives do show however whatwe value
andwhatwe prioritize. If you wantto seewhat you value,openup your check
book andreviewthelastmonth. If youwantto seewhatreally mattersto you, re-
view how you spentyour time this last monthor week. Do we put Godfirst? Or
do we put our childrenor ourselvedirst? Do we cultivate a spirituality of busy
ness? Or do we cultivate a spirituality of restingandtrustingin Jesus?How can
we putthefirst thingfirst (thatis our relationshipwith Jesusthe cross)?

Joshuagives us somegood ideasfor having properspiritual priorities, sayingin
23:6,8, 11: (Be very careful to obeyall that is written in the Book of the Law of
Moseswithoutturning asideto theright or to theleftE Butyouare to hold fastto
the Lord your God, as you haveuntil now.. Sobe very careful to love the Lord
your GodO If we wantto live accordingto what really matterswe mustbe very
careful,not just careful,to obeyGod. We mustbe diligentin seekingdiscerning,
following andobeyingGod. Obediencas not relative or somethingothersshould
worry about. Sinis sin. Rightis right, wrongis wrong. | havemetpeoplewhose
views on sin changeswhen they have family membersstrugglingwith that par
ticular sin. Theyforgetthatonly Godcandefinesin.

The ideahereof holding fastis actually from the word for cleaving,sowe
areto cleaveto God. This word is associatedvith marriage,with two becoming
one. We thenareto cleaveto God, to literally becomeunited or one with God.
Faithfulnessis key here,aswe know that God is alwaysfaithful. The pressing
guestionis whetherwe will be faithful in return? In Scripture,Godis alwaysthe
offendedspouse. Humanity is alwaysthe offending spouse. We must love the
Lord our God if we wantto getour prioritiesin order Jesuscalls usin Matthew
22:37-9,to Qovethe Lord your Godwith all of your heartandwith all of your soul
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andwith all your mind. Thisis the first and greatestcommandmentAndthe sec
ondis like it: love your neighborasyourself. All the Law and Prophetshangon
thesetwo commandment® Do we really love God with all of who we are? What
arewe holdingbackfrom God? Jesushaspaidthe price of love onthecross. Are
we willing to paythepriceof love now for Him?

Taking God Seriously

Do you take God seriously? Whenwe readwhat God commandsanddemandsn
His Word, andthenfigure out reasongo not obeyHim, we arenottaking Him se
riously. How areyou blowing off God this morning? Listento what Joshuaells
themin 23: 14-16: ONow| amaboutto go theway of all the earth. You knowwith
all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promisesthe Lord your God
gaveyou hasfailed. Everypromisehasbeenfulfilled; not onehasfailed. But just
aseverygoodpromiseof the Lord your God hascometrue, sothe Lord will bring
onyouall theevil He hasthreateneduntil He hasdestoyedyoufromthethis good
land He hasgivenyou. If you violate the covenantof the Lord your God, which
He commanded/ou, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the
Lord®angerwill burn againstyou,andyouwill quickly perishform the goodland
He hasgivenyou.O

Thereareconsequencet® sin andrebellion. A lot of times| hearpeopleblaming
Godfor all of the problemsin the world. The truth is that God waswell pleased
with His creationin Genesisuntil we got involved with it andmesseceverything
up. Thetruthis the problemsof our world havehumanderivationsnotdivine. We
needto take God seriously we needto stopblamingGod, we needto takerespon
sibility for our sins and for our rebellion. Peopledon®like negativity but this
promiseof Godis conditional:obeyandbe blesseddisobeyandsuffer. We have
to makea basicdecision. Do |, do we take God seriously? Do | takemy sin sert
ously? Thecrossshowsus how seriouslyGodtakesour sins. Are we willing to do
whateverit takesto spiritually eliminate our sins, and thus draw closerto God?
Are we willing to learnfrom our sins,ratherthanblameothersor Godfor them?
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