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Introduction:  I was sick this week, so sick in fact, I lost my voice after Sunday’s 
service.  Rachel quarantined me and would not even let me go to Alpha!  Anyway, 
when you cannot speak, it makes you think about the importance of making every 
word count.  I think some people found it ironic, a preacher who can’t talk.  I have 
been pondering for a few weeks this verse from Matthew 12:36, where Jesus says, 
“But I tell you that people will have to give account on the day of judgment for 
every careless word they have spoken.”  Wow!  How many words do you waste?  
How many opportunities to bless others do you pass by?  What really needs to be 
said?

What do you really need to know?

 What do you really need to know to live life?  Actually that is the wrong question.  
Let me reword this to ask:  Who do you really need to know?  There really is only 
one relationship that really matters, that has eternal and permanent consequences 
for each of us.  It is our relationship with Jesus that really matters.  We are not 
saved by what we do; we are saved by who we know, by who we trust, by who we 
hope in, by Jesus.  I wear this cross around my neck each day to remind myself of 
whose I am.  There is only one person we need to know:  Jesus.  There is only one 
thing we need to know: the cross. 

 In this passage, Joshua knew that his time on earth was coming to a close.  He 
gathered together the nation of Israel to share his heart with them, to share who and 
what they needed to know to live their lives to the fullest.  Listen to what Joshua 
said in 23:2,5:  “You yourselves have seen everything the Lord your God has done 
to all these nations for your sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you…
The Lord your God will drive them out of your way.  He will push them out before 
you, and you will take possession of  their land, as the Lord your God promised 
you.”  Joshua reminded them that their history, their lives, their identity was all be-
cause of God.  As they reviewed their lives and their history, everything that they 
had and were is because of God.  Life is not about them!  God has done it!  God 
has accomplished it!  Don’t forget to give God the glory!  

 Human nature is to easily forget who has really given us the blessings of our lives 
and instead we claim for ourselves the deeds and victories of God.  As we reflect 
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and realize that our lives are in the hands of a good and gracious God, we can learn 
to face the challenges of life with greater faith, surrender and trust.  Everything 
God does for us is motivated by His desire for a deeper relationship with us, to 
draw us nearer to Him. Not much in life matters much in the eternal scheme of 
things (Bonds and steroids, who is in control of the Senate and House, whether the 
Raiders win the Super Bowl in the next 50 years, whether our car is old or new) 
This is what life is all about: to worship Him, to enjoy Him.

 Putting First Things First

 How can we live as if what really matters does matter?  How can our lives truly 
reflect our priorities?  How can our lives truly glorify God?  I believe too often our 
lives don’t reflect our stated priorities.  Our lives do show, however, what we value 
and what we prioritize.  If you want to see what you value, open up your check-
book and review the last month.  If you want to see what really matters to you, re-
view how you spent your time this last month or week.  Do we put God first?  Or 
do we put our children or ourselves first?  Do we cultivate a spirituality of busy-
ness?  Or do we cultivate a spirituality of resting and trusting in Jesus?  How can 
we put the first thing first (that is our relationship with Jesus, the cross)?

 Joshua gives us some good ideas for having proper spiritual priorities, saying in 
23:6, 8, 11:  “Be very careful to obey all that is written in the Book of  the Law of 
Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left…  But you are to hold fast to 
the Lord your God, as you have until now...  So be very careful to love the Lord 
your God.”  If we want to live according to what really matters, we must be very 
careful, not just careful, to obey God.  We must be diligent in seeking, discerning, 
following and obeying God.  Obedience is not relative or something others should 
worry about.  Sin is sin.  Right is right, wrong is wrong.  I have met people whose 
views on sin changes when they have family members struggling with that par-
ticular sin.  They forget that only God can define sin.  

The idea here of holding fast is actually from the word for cleaving, so we 
are to cleave to God.  This word is associated with marriage, with two becoming 
one.  We then are to cleave to God, to literally become united or one with God.  
Faithfulness is key here, as we know that God is always faithful.  The pressing 
question is whether we will be faithful in return?  In Scripture, God is always the 
offended spouse.  Humanity is always the offending spouse.  We must love the 
Lord our God if we want to get our priorities in order.  Jesus calls us in Matthew 
22:37-9, to “love the Lord your God with all of  your heart and with all of  your soul 
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and with all your mind.  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the sec-
ond is like it:  love your neighbor as yourself.  All the Law and Prophets hang on 
these two commandments.”  Do we really love God with all of who we are?  What 
are we holding back from God?  Jesus has paid the price of love on the cross.  Are 
we willing to pay the price of love now for Him?

Taking God Seriously

 Do you take God seriously?  When we read what God commands and demands in 
His Word, and then figure out reasons to not obey Him, we are not taking Him se-
riously.  How are you blowing off God this morning?  Listen to what Joshua tells 
them in 23: 14-16:  “Now I am about to go the way of all the earth.  You know with 
all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God 
gave you has failed.  Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. But just 
as every good promise of  the Lord your God has come true, so the Lord will bring 
on you all the evil He has threatened, until He has destroyed you from the this good 
land He has given you.   If you violate the covenant of  the Lord your God, which 
He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the 
Lord’s anger will burn against you, and you will quickly perish form the good land 
He has given you.”  

 There are consequences to sin and rebellion.  A lot of times I hear people blaming 
God for all of the problems in the world.  The truth is that God was well pleased 
with His creation in Genesis, until we got involved with it and messed everything 
up.  The truth is the problems of our world have human derivations, not divine.  We 
need to take God seriously, we need to stop blaming God, we need to take respon-
sibility for our sins and for our rebellion.  People don’t like negativity, but this 
promise of God is conditional: obey and be blessed, disobey and suffer.  We have 
to make a basic decision.  Do I, do we take God seriously?  Do I take my sin seri-
ously?  The cross shows us how seriously God takes our sins.  Are we willing to do 
whatever it takes to spiritually eliminate our sins, and thus draw closer to God?  
Are we willing to learn from our sins, rather than blame others or God for them?
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