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Intr oduction: | wastalking to a parentthis week,andshewastelling me how she
hadbeentalking to her9 yearold, aboutwho wassmartey andwho neededo lis-
tento whom. Shesaidthata facial expressiorcantell the entirestory, andthather
daughterstill did not believeher. Anyone else havea little know-it-all in their
homes? Do you think you are smarterthanGod? In essencethatis whatwe are
doing whenwe sin, right? How canwe really andtruly trust God? How canwe
trustthatHe knowsbest? How canwe stophiding from God?

But

Did you catchthatfirst word in our text this morning? We learnin 7:1, But the
Israelitesactedunfaithfully in regad to the devotedthings; Achan,sonof Carmi,
the sonof Zimri, the sonof Zerah,of thetribe of Judah,took someof them. Sothe
Lord® anger burned againstisrael.O Always listen for the buts. | learnedthis
while watchingthe Apprentice. In the boardroom,Donald Trump will praiseor
critique oneapplicantandthensaybutEWheneverhe would saybut, Racheland|
knew somethingimportantwas coming. It is the samehere. While readingthe
previouschaptey we had seenof the amazingconquesbf Jericho. This is one of
the mostexciting eventsin Biblical history, for it soclearthat God hasmovedmi-
raculously This would normally be a time of greatcelebrationand praise,but
thereis a but here,for one manand his family choseto disregardwhat God had
madevery clear Whatcanwe learnhere abousin?

Sinis not merelya personamatter Sin hasa corporateémpactandimplications;
sin hasconsequencesnda ripple effect. Thesin of oneis the sin of all the people
(God herestresseshe Three Musketeerapproachto sin: onefor all, all for one).
We canneverunderestimat¢he damagedhatonepersoncanwhile living andoper
ating outsideof the will of God. The nameAchanhasan apt meaning,Otrouble.O
Why doeshis sinimpactall of Israel?GodviewedIsraelasonepeople,asoneper
sonbeforeHim. Anyonethenwho disobeyed5od defiled the whole camp. Even
in the New Testamentye seethis corporatesensefor in 1 Corinthiansl2, we see
thatwe areall part of onebody, the body of Christ, that we all needone another
andimpactoneanother All of Israelsuffers becauseof Achan. They suffer the
disgraceof defeat, andhirty six familiesgrievethelossof lovedones.
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DonOt Blame God

Achan sinnedin directly disregardingdisobeyingand ignoring God® clear and
direct command. Let us remembemhat God had saidin Joshuab:18, But keep
away from the devotedthings, so that you will not bring aboutyour own destrue
tion by taking any of them. Otherwiseyou will makethe campof Israel liable to
destructionand bring troubleon it.O So God®commandwas clear Wheredid
Achango wrong? First, he looked at the spoilstwice. In doing so, he paid too
much attentionto what God had alreadyforbidden. Second,he reclassifiedthe
spoilsto treasureswhich soldierscould reasonablyakeaway Third, he coveted,
violating one of the Ten Commandmentsan fact, the overarchingcommandment
out of all ten. He sinnedin his impatiencefor if he hadwaiteda day or two, he
could haveenjoyedthe spoilsof Ai. Achansinnedbecauséhe thoughthe knew
betterthan God that he could hide from God, that God was too busy celebrating
His victory at Jerichoto seewhathewasdoing. He hadno oneelseto blameother
thanhimselffor his selfishness.

Joshuaalsosinned. Did you noticewhatis missingfrom the accountof the
spiesgoingup to Ai? Whereis God? Whereis the Ark? Theyareconspicuously
absent. Israel hashad spiritual amnesia. They haveforgottenwho it is that has
won thevictory for they arrogantlythink they candefeatAi ontheirown. Thereis
no mentionhereof prayer;thereis no seekingof God®will; thereis no listeningto
God. Insteadthey try to makeit happenon their own. Presbyteryand church
growth.

Joshuareactedappropriatelyin 7:6, Qhen Joshuatore his clothesand fell
facedownto the groundbefore the ark of the Lord, remainingthere until eveningO
But, then Joshuasinned,sayingin 7:7-9, Q\h, Soveeign Lord, why did you ever
bring this peopleacrossthe Jordanto deliver usinto the handsof the Amoritesto
destoy us? If only we hadbeencontentto stayon the othersideof the Jordan! O
Lord, what can | say now that Israel has beenroutedby its enemies? The Ca-
naanitesand the other peopleof the countrywill hearaboutus and theywill sur-
round us and wipe out our namefrom the earth. Whatthenwill you do for your
own great nam&@ONow, you know that| am big on beginningprayerwith praise.
His prayermovesstraightto complaintandto blame. Joshuais chastisingGod,
blaming God for Israel®defeat,insteadof taking responsibilityfor his own sins
andthe nation©sins. Goddid not appreciateJoshuaéklf-absorption.
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Do whateverit takes to make it Right

Godbasicallytells Joshuahatit is not God®&fault, but ratherthe people€Xault for
what happened.God tells Joshuawhat to do to makeit right, sayingin 7:10-12,
Cstandup! Whatare you doing downon your face? Israel hassinned;theyhave
violatedmy covenantwhichl commandedhemto keep. Theyhavetakensomeof
the devotedthings; they havestolen,theyhavelied, they haveput themwith their
own possessions.That is why the Israelites cannotstandagainsttheir enemies;
theyturn their backsand run becauseheyhavebeenmadeliable to destruction.
| will not bewith youanymoe unlessyou destoy whateveramongyou is devoted
to destructionO God makesit clearthenwhy they havesuffered deathand defeat
at the handsof their enemies. It is becausdhe peoplehavesinned,not because
Godis absenor lackingin power

God tells themwhat to do next. God saysin 7:13, (5o, consecratehe people.

Tell them,OConsecratgourselvesn preparationfor tomorrow; for thisis whatthe
Lord, the God of Israel says,OThatvhich is devotedis amongyou, O Israel, You
cannotstandagainstyour enemiesuntil youremoveit.O If Israelwantedto make
thingsright with God, they hadto be willing to getrid of whateveris comingbe-
tweenthemand God. Consecrationnvolves commitmentand effort. We conse
crateourselvesn preparatiorfor whatGodwill do for usandthroughus.

Joshudells Achanto confess. The phrasehe usesis very interesting. Joshuéaold
Achanin 7:19,My son,giveglory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give him the
praise. Tell mewhatyou havedone;do not hide it frommeQ This phraseof giv-
ing glory to God meango confess.We give Godthe glory thenwhenwe arehon
estandopenbeforeHim, of our sin, of who He is asholy Godwho demandsve be
holy too. The whole story remindsme of Ananiasand Sapphirawheresin flowed
from coveting,and sin leadto death. God allows humiliating defeatsto testour
character
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