
“Hiding From God”
Joshua 7, October 22, 2006

Introduction: I was talking to a parent this week, and she was telling me how she 
had been talking to her 9 year old, about who was smarter, and who needed to lis-
ten to whom.  She said that a facial expression can tell the entire story, and that her 
daughter still did not believe her.  Anyone else have a little know-it-all in their 
homes?  Do you think you are smarter than God?  In essence, that is what we are 
doing when we sin, right?  How can we really and truly trust God?  How can we 
trust that He knows best?  How can we stop hiding from God?

But

 Did you catch that first word in our text this morning?  We learn in 7:1, “But the 
Israelites acted unfaithfully in regard to the devoted things; Achan, son of Carmi, 
the son of Zimri, the son of  Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them.  So the 
Lord’s anger burned against Israel.”  Always listen for the buts.  I learned this 
while watching the Apprentice.  In the boardroom, Donald Trump will praise or 
critique one applicant and then say but…Whenever he would say but, Rachel and I 
knew something important was coming.  It is the same here.  While reading the 
previous chapter, we had seen of the amazing conquest of Jericho.  This is one of 
the most exciting events in Biblical history, for it so clear that God has moved mi-
raculously.  This would normally be a time of great celebration and praise, but 
there is a but here, for one man and his family chose to disregard what God had 
made very clear.  What can we learn here about sin?

 Sin is not merely a personal matter.  Sin has a corporate impact and implications; 
sin has consequences and a ripple effect.  The sin of one is the sin of all the people 
(God here stresses the Three Musketeer approach to sin: one for all, all for one).  
We can never underestimate the damage that one person can while living and oper-
ating outside of the will of God.  The name Achan has an apt meaning, “trouble.”  
Why does his sin impact all of Israel? God viewed Israel as one people, as one per-
son before Him.  Anyone then who disobeyed God defiled the whole camp.  Even 
in the New Testament, we see this corporate sense, for in 1 Corinthians 12, we see 
that we are all part of one body, the body of Christ, that we all need one another 
and impact one another.  All of Israel suffers because of Achan.  They suffer the 
disgrace of defeat, and thirty six families grieve the loss of loved ones.
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Don’t Blame God

 Achan sinned in directly disregarding, disobeying and ignoring God’s clear and 
direct command.  Let us remember what God had said in Joshua 6:18, “But keep 
away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruc-
tion by taking any of  them.  Otherwise you will make the camp of  Israel liable to 
destruction and bring trouble on it.”  So God’s command was clear.  Where did 
Achan go wrong?  First, he looked at the spoils twice.  In doing so, he paid too 
much attention to what God had already forbidden.  Second, he reclassified the 
spoils to treasures, which soldiers could reasonably take away.  Third, he coveted, 
violating one of the Ten Commandments, in fact, the overarching commandment 
out of all ten.  He sinned in his impatience, for if he had waited a day or two, he 
could have enjoyed the spoils of Ai.  Achan sinned because he thought he knew 
better than God that he could hide from God, that God was too busy celebrating 
His victory at Jericho to see what he was doing.  He had no one else to blame other 
than himself for his selfishness.

  Joshua also sinned.  Did you notice what is missing from the account of the 
spies going up to Ai?  Where is God?  Where is the Ark?  They are conspicuously 
absent.  Israel has had spiritual amnesia.  They have forgotten who it is that has 
won the victory for they arrogantly think they can defeat Ai on their own.  There is 
no mention here of prayer; there is no seeking of God’s will; there is no listening to 
God.  Instead they try to make it happen on their own.  Presbytery and church 
growth.

Joshua reacted appropriately, in 7:6, “then Joshua tore his clothes and fell 
facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord, remaining there until evening.”  
But, then Joshua sinned, saying in 7:7-9, “Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever 
bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to 
destroy us?  If only we had been content to stay on the other side of  the Jordan!  O 
Lord, what can I say now that Israel has been routed by its enemies?  The Ca-
naanites and the other people of the country will hear about us and they will sur-
round us and wipe out our name from the earth.  What then will you do for your 
own great name?“ Now, you know that I am big on beginning prayer with praise.  
His prayer moves straight to complaint and to blame.  Joshua is chastising God, 
blaming God for Israel’s defeat, instead of taking responsibility for his own sins 
and the nation’s sins.  God did not appreciate Joshua’ self-absorption. 
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Do whatever it takes to make it Right

 God basically tells Joshua that it is not God’s fault, but rather the people’s fault for 
what happened.  God tells Joshua what to do to make it right, saying in 7:10-12, 
“Stand up!  What are you doing down on your face?  Israel has sinned; they have 
violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep.  They have taken some of 
the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their 
own possessions.  That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; 
they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction.    
I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted 
to destruction.”  God makes it clear then why they have suffered death and defeat 
at the hands of their enemies.  It is because the people have sinned, not because 
God is absent or lacking in power.  

 God tells them what to do next.  God says in 7:13, “Go, consecrate the people.  
Tell them, “Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the 
Lord, the God of  Israel says, ‘That which is devoted is among you, O Israel, You 
cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it.”  If Israel wanted to make 
things right with God, they had to be willing to get rid of whatever is coming be-
tween them and God.  Consecration involves commitment and effort.  We conse-
crate ourselves in preparation for what God will do for us and through us. 

 Joshua tells Achan to confess.  The phrase he uses is very interesting.  Joshua told 
Achan in 7:19, “My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give him the 
praise.  Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me.”  This phrase of giv-
ing glory to God means to confess.  We give God the glory then when we are hon-
est and open before Him, of our sin, of who He is as holy God who demands we be 
holy too.  The whole story reminds me of Ananias and Sapphira, where sin flowed 
from coveting, and sin lead to death.  God allows humiliating defeats to test our 
character.
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