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Intr oduction: How are you about asking for help?  Do you ask right away or only 
after every other avenue is exhausted?  Jesus tells us that God is waiting for us to 
seek Him, and will  answer us as we call upon Him.  How can we faithfully and 
confidently seek Him?

Seeking God

 Jesus is clear that we have a God who loves us, who wants us to seek Him, who 
actively seeks us.  Jesus encourages us 7:7-8, to ÒAsk and it will  be given to you; 
seek and you will  find; knock, and the door will  be opened to you.  For everyone 
who asks receives; they who seek finds; and to them who knock, the door will  be 
opened.Ó  The verbs Jesus use here are all present imperatives, which imply a per-
sistent or ongoing action stretched out over a period of time.  The Greek also points 
to the certainty of a logical consequence, that it will  happen.    We are to persist in 
asking for GodÕs grace knowing that God loves us, that God is waiting for us to 
seek Him, and that God opens His heart to us when we knock at His door.  

 Why do we pray?  John Calvin says, ÒNothing is better adapted to excite us to 
prayer then a full conviction that we shall be heard.Ó  Bonhoeffer says that unlike 
pagans, we pray to and we seek One that we already know.  We seek God because 
we know that God is real, loving, and present.  Here, Jesus tells us that God can be 
found that God listens and that God responds to our prayers.  Such a promise is 
also echoed in Jeremiah 29:11-14, where God tells us, ÒFor I know the plans I have 
for you, declares the Lord, Òplans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you a hope and a future.  Then you will  call upon me and come and pray to 
me, and I will  listen to you.  You will  seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.  I  will  be found by you, declares the Lord.Ó  We can come before 
God then with confidence and trust, knowing that God will  listen to us, that God 
has plans for us, and that God will  be found by us.  

God Gives Us Good Gifts

 Jesus reassures us that not only does God respond to our seeking, God gives us 
good gifts.  Jesus, in 7:9-11, says, ÒWhich of you, if  their son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone?  Or if  he asks for a fish, will  give him a snake?  If  you, then, 
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though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 
will  your Father in heaven give good gifts to those ask Him!Ó  The little lime 
stones on the seashore were the exact shape and size and color of little loaves of 
bread.  Jesus then is asking us if  we would give our hungry child something to eat 
that looks like bread but that is inedible.  Jesus also contrasts a fish and a serpent 
(most likely an eel).  Leviticus 11:12 forbids the eating of everything or anything 
from the waters that did not have fins or scales, such as eels.  Jesus asks us if  a fa-
ther would mock his sonÕs hunger by giving him a fish that he is forbidden to eat.  
Luke also mentions the contrast of an egg and a scorpion (Luke 11:12).  Scorpions 
are dangerous little creatures that when they are resting, look like an egg because 
they ball pale scorpion looks like an egg when resting.  Will  a father then mock his 
child by giving him something dangerous to eat?

 The answer to all of these questions is clearly and emphatically no.  God will  not 
refuse or mock our prayers.  God will  always answer in His own way and accord-
ing to His own will,  with what is best for us, even if  that is different than we think 
we want.  Just as each of us, who are sinful, can be a good parent and give good 
gifts, God who is perfect and sinless will  always give us good gifts, and can be 
both trusted and depended upon.  We are called then to pray, with trust that God 
will  provide in a good and perfect way, what we need and what is good for us.

Loving Others

 Jesus tells us in 7:12, ÒSo in everything, do to others what you would have them to 
do you, for this sums up the Law and Prophets.Ó  Barclay says this is the Mt. Ever-
est of ethical teaching, since it has no parallels elsewhere.  There are examples of 
this teaching in the negative sense, in Confucianism. Buddhism and Judaism, 
Greco Roman thought, such as do not do to others what you do not want done to 
you.  Jesus here, however calls us to something much more expansive and much 
deeper.  We must actively do and seek for others what we would like for ourselves.  
It  is much easier to refrain from hurting someone rather than to actively love 
someone.  Self-discipline prevents us from causing pain, but only the love of Christ 
can empower us to love others.  All of the Bible, the Word and of GodÕs will  for us 
can be seen in this one command, which is to love others, to actively love and 
serve others, just as Jesus did on the cross.  Only then can we be freed of sin and of 
self, learning to love selflessly as God does for us.
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