by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758
j\\’j/Peace Presbyterian Church

| 9145 Franklin Blvd.
I Elk Grove, CA 95758
|\ 916.684.8100 voice
[ \ 916.684.7719 FAX

WE - ewpsacedurchna OHearts that SeekO
Jeremiah 29:1-14; Matthew 7:7-12
August 13, 2006

Intr oduction: How areyou aboutaskingfor help? Do you askright awayor only
after everyotheravenues exhausted?Jesudells us that God is waiting for usto
seekHim, andwill answerus aswe call uponHim. How canwe faithfully and
confidentlyseekHim?

Seeking God

Jesuss clearthat we havea God who lovesus, who wantsus to seekHim, who
actively seeksus. Jesusencouragesis 7:7-8,to QAskand it will be givento you;
seekand you will find; knock,and the door will be openedto you. For everyone
who asksreceives;theywho seekfinds; and to themwho knock,the door will be
opened) The verbsJesususehereareall presenimperativeswhich imply a per
sistentor ongoingactionstretchedut overa periodof time. The Greekalsopoints
to the certaintyof a logical consequencehatit will happen. We areto persistin
askingfor God® graceknowing that God loves us, that God is waiting for us to
seekHim, andthatGod opensHis heartto uswhenwe knockat His door.

Why do we pray? JohnCalvin says,Nothingis better adaptedto excite us to
prayerthena full convictionthat we shall be head.O Bonhoefer saysthatunlike
paganswe pray to and we seekOnethat we alreadyknow We seekGod because
we know thatGodis real, loving, andpresent.Here,Jesudells usthat God canbe
found that God listensand that God respondgo our prayers. Sucha promiseis
alsoechoedn Jeremial29:11-14,whereGodtells us,dFor | knowthe plans| have
for you, declales the Lord, Oplansto prosperyou and not to harm you, plansto
give you a hopeand a future. Thenyouwill call uponmeand comeand pray to
me,and | will listento you. You will seekmeandfind mewhenyou seekmewith
all your heart. | will be foundby you, declaesthe Lord.O We cancomebefore
God thenwith confidenceandtrust, knowing that God will listento us, that God
hasplansfor us,andthatGodwill befoundby us.

God Gives Us Good Gifts
Jesusreassuresis that not only doesGod respondto our seeking,God gives us

goodgifts. Jesusjn 7:9-11, says,ONhichof you, if their sonasksfor bread, will
give him a stone? Or if he asksfor a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then,
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thoughyou are evil, knowhowto give goodgifts to your children,how muchmore
will your Father in heavengive good gifts to thoseask Him!O The little lime
stoneson the seashoravere the exactshapeand size and color of little loavesof
bread. Jesughenis askingusif we would give our hungrychild somethingto eat
thatlooks like breadbut thatis inedible. Jesusalsocontrastsa fish anda serpent
(mostlikely aneel). Leviticus 11:12 forbids the eatingof everythingor anything
from the watersthatdid not havefins or scalessuchaseels. Jesusasksusif afa-
ther would mock his son®hungerby giving him a fish that he is forbiddento eat.
Luke alsomentionsthe contrastof anegganda scorpion(Luke 11:12). Scorpions
aredangeroudittle creatureghatwhenthey areresting,look like an eggbecause
theyball palescorpionlookslike aneggwhenresting. Will afatherthenmockhis
child by giving him somethingdangerouso eat?

The answerto all of thesequestiongs clearly andemphaticallyno. Godwill not
refuseor mock our prayers. God will alwaysanswerin His own way andaccord
ing to His own will, with whatis bestfor us, evenif thatis differentthanwe think
we want. Justaseachof us, who are sinful, canbe a good parentand give good
gifts, God who is perfectand sinlesswill alwaysgive us good gifts, and can be
both trustedand dependedipon. We are calledthento pray with trustthat God
will providein agoodandperfectway, whatwe needandwhatis goodfor us.

Loving Others

Jesudells usin 7:12,(5oin everything do to otherswhatyouwould havethemto
do you, for this sumsup the Law and ProphetsO Barclaysaysthis is the Mt. Ever
estof ethicalteaching,sinceit hasno parallelselsewhere.Thereare examplesof
this teachingin the negativesense,in Confucianism.Buddhism and Judaism,
GrecoRomanthought,suchasdo not do to otherswhat you do not want doneto
you. Jesushere,howevercalls usto somethingmuch more expansiveand much
deeper We mustactively do andseekfor otherswhatwe would like for ourselves.
It is much easierto refrain from hurting someonerather than to actively love
someone.Self-disciplinepreventausfrom causingpain, but only thelove of Christ
canempowetrusto love others. All of the Bible, the Word andof God®©wiill for us
can be seenin this one command,which is to love others,to actively love and
serveothersjustasJesudid onthecross. Only thencanwe befreedof sin andof
self,learningto love selflesslyasGoddoesfor us.
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