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Introduction:  As a child I remember this children’s book that I read aloud today.  
As we come upon the anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, this text is an appropriate 
one.  Jesus still wants us to plan ahead, and to choose wisely who we will build and 
entrust our lives upon and too.  

Jesus is Our Rock

 One of the many words used for God in the Bible is our Rock.  David in Psalm 
18:1-3 says, “I love you, O Lord, my strength.  The Lord is my rock, my fortress and 
my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  He is my shield and the 
horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise. 
And I am saved from my enemies.”  God is our Rock then in being a safe place for 
us, who protects us, who rescues and delivers us, who saves us.  God can be trusted 
and depended upon for like rocks, God is lasting and enduring.  In Isaiah 26:4, 
Isaiah says “Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal.” 

 Jesus too is described as a rock, or our rock.  In 1 Peter 2:4, 6-8, Peter says, “As 
you come to Him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God and precious 
to Him.  For in Scripture it says: ‘See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious 
cornerstone. And the one who puts trust in Him will never be put to shame.  Now to 
you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, ‘The stone 
the builders rejected has become the capstone,’ and ‘A stone that causes men to 
stumble and a rock that makes them fall.’”  Jesus then is the Living Stone, who is 
alive, who is personal and who is life giving.  The cornerstone is the most impor-
tant stone in a building.  Trusting in Jesus is the most important decision we will 
make, as Jesus is the same whether He is trusted or not, believed in or not.  Jesus 
then can be trusted, depended upon and will give us life.  

Hearing and Obeying

 In 5:24, 26, Jesus says, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock…But 
everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like 
a foolish man who built his house on sand.”  Jesus stresses the importance not only 
of hearing, but especially of doing, or of obeying.  Obedience is essential and cru-
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cial to discipleship, to following Jesus.  Jesus promises that obedience leads to 
safety and to life.  Bonhoeffer says that Jesus does not allow His hearers to go 
away and to make of His sayings what they will, picking and choosing from them 
whatever they find to be helpful and testing them to see if  they work.  Jesus does 
not give them free reign to misuse His word with their mercenary hands, but gives 
it to them on the condition that it retains exclusive power over them.  Jesus is call-
ing then for simple surrender, for obedience, rather than parsing of words, debating 
of meaning or questioning of intent.  The only proper response to Jesus is to obey.

A Lasting Foundation

 In this story, Jesus provides a contrast between the two builders, one who builds a 
house on the sand, and one who builds a house on the sand.  Both are faced with 
the same circumstances: a powerful storm with rain falling down, streams rising 
and winds blowing.  In Palestine, builders had to think ahead.  A gully in the sum-
mer would become in winter a raging torrent of rushing water.  Also, Palestine is 
not an easy place to build a house, for the landscape is dotted with rocks and boul-
ders.  It takes time to build a house correctly then.  Stott says the wise man digs 
deeply and lays a foundation on the rock, on something that will last and will be 
durable.  The fool is content with building quickly and doing less work.  Professing 
Christians all may look alike on the surface, but it is their response to the chal-
lenges of life that show whether they really have faith, what their lives are built 
upon.  Only the storms of life, when they come, not if,  will reveal what our lives 
and faiths are built upon.  John Calvin says, “True piety is not fully distinguished 
from its counterfeit till it comes to the trial.”  The storms of life then can be a vari-
ety of things, such as illness or death of a loved one, stress or loss of a job, loss of 
hope or joy, depression or frustration etc.  Jesus promises us that if we take the 
time to lay the foundation of our lives and faiths properly, we will have life and we 
will stay secure in Him, as we obey Him and as we trust in Him.
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