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Intr oduction: As achild | remembethis children®bookthat| readaloudtoday
As we comeuponthe anniversaryof HurricaneKatrina, this textis an appropriate
one. Jesusstill wantsusto planaheadandto choosewisely who we will build and
entrustour lives uponandtoo.

Jesus is OurRock

One of the manywordsusedfor God in the Bible is our Rock. David in Psalm
18:1-3says,Q loveyou,O Lord, mystrength. TheLord is myrock, myfortressand
my deliveler; my Godis myrock,in whoml takerefuge. He is my shieldand the
horn of my salvation,my stronghold | call to the Lord, whois worthy of praise.
And| am savedfrom my enemie® Godis our Rockthenin beinga safeplacefor
us,who protectsus,who rescuesanddeliversus,who saveaus. Godcanbetrusted
and dependedupon for like rocks, God is lasting and enduring. In Isaiah26:4,
IsaiahsaysOrrustin the Lord forever for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rocketernal O

Jesugoo is describedasa rock, or our rock. In 1 Peter2:4, 6-8, Petersays,\s
youcometo Him, theliving Stone-ejectedby menbut choserby God and precious
to Him. For in Scriptue it says:OSed,lay a stonein Zion, a choserand precious
cornerstoneAndthe onewho putstrustin Him will neverbe putto shame.Nowto
youwhobelieve this stoneis precious. But to thosewhodo not believe OThstone
the builders rejectedhas becomethe capstone,@nd OAstonethat causesmento
stumbleand a rock that makesthemfall.OQJesughenis the Living Stone,who is
alive, who is personalandwho is life giving. The cornerstonas the mostimpor-
tant stonein a building. Trustingin Jesuds the mostimportantdecisionwe will
make,as Jesuss the samewhetherHe is trustedor not, believedin or not. Jesus
thencanbetrusted,dependediponandwill give uslife.

Hearing and Obeying

In 5:24, 26, Jesussays,(r heefore everyonewho hearsthesewords of mine and
puts theminto practiceis like a wise manwho built his houseon the rockEBut
everyonavhohearsthesewords of mineanddoesnot put theminto practiceis like
a foolish manwho built his houseon sandO Jesusstressesheimportancenot only
of hearing,but especiallyof doing, or of obeying. Obediencas essentiabndcru-
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cial to discipleship,to following Jesus. Jesuspromisesthat obediencdeadsto

safetyandto life. Bonhoefer saysthat Jesusdoesnot allow His heaters to go
away and to makeof His sayingswhat theywill, picking and choosingfrom them
whatevertheyfind to be helpful and testingthemto seeif theywork. Jesusdoes
not give themfreereignto misuseHis word with their meicenaryhands,but gives
it to themon the conditionthat it retainsexclusivepoweroverthem Jesuss call-

ing thenfor simplesurrenderfor obedienceratherthanparsingof words,debating
of meaningor questioningof intent. Theonly properresponseo Jesuss to obey

A Lasting Foundation

In this story, Jesugprovidesa contrastbetweerthe two builders,onewho buildsa
houseon the sand,and onewho builds a houseon the sand. Both arefacedwith

the samecircumstancesa powerful storm with rain falling down, streamsrising

andwindsblowing. In Palestinepuildershadto think ahead.A gully in the sum

mer would becomein winter a ragingtorrentof rushingwater Also, Palestinds

not aneasyplaceto build a house for the landscapes dottedwith rocksandboul

ders. It takestime to build a housecorrectlythen. Stott saysthe wise mandigs
deeplyandlays a foundationon the rock, on somethingthat will lastandwill be
durable. Thefool is contentwith building quickly anddoinglesswork. Professing
Christiansall may look alike on the surface,but it is their responsedo the chat

lengesof life that show whetherthey really havefaith, what their lives are built

upon. Only the stormsof life, whenthey come,notif, will revealwhatour lives

and faiths are built upon. JohnCalvin says,Orue piety is not fully distinguished
fromits counterfeittill it comego thetrial.O The stormsof life thencanbe a vari-

ety of things,suchasillnessor deathof a loved one,stressor lossof a job, lossof

hopeor joy, depressioror frustrationetc. Jesuspromisesus thatif we take the

time to lay the foundationof our lives andfaiths properly we will havelife andwe

will staysecuran Him, aswe obeyHim andaswe trustin Him.
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