by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758
j\\’j/Peace Presbyterian Church

| 9145 Franklin Blvd.
I Elk Grove, CA 95758
|\ 916.684.8100 voice
[ \ 916.684.7719 FAX

WE - ewpsacedurchna OHearts that FollowO
John 10:1-10; Matthew 7:13-14
August 20, 2006

Intr oduction: Following Directions-Getting Lost. We all need road maps,
spiritually, andin driving.

Choosing Jesus

In life, we arefacedwith a myriad of decisions;someeasy somemore challeng
ing or complex. Jesusheretells us of the mostimportantdecisionwe will ever
makein our lives. Jesussaysin 7:13-4,Enterthroughthe narrow gate. For wide
is the gate and broadi s the road that that leadsto destruction,and manyenter
throughit. Butsmallis the gateandnarrow is the roadthatleadsto life, and only
a fewfind it.O Jesusds sayingthattherearechoicesthatwe makethathaveeternal
impact. He is calling usto carefully choosewhich gatewe will enter the gatethat
leadsto God®kingdom, presenceandlife, or the gatethatleadsto separatiorfrom
God,andto sin. Theverbhereis animperativeaorist,which meansa decisiveac
tion is required,andthis decisionmustoccurin a specific moment. We live in a
world that often accentuateambiguity or the gray areainvolved in making dect
sions. As Christianshowever it shouldcomeasno surprisethat Jesuscalls usto
decide.

Such choicesappearthroughoutScripture,and are a part of eachgenera
tion® responseo the presencandwill of God. In Deuteronomy30:19-20,Moses
says,(Orhis day | call heavenand earth as witnessesagainstyou that | have set
before you life and death,blessingsand curses. Now choosélife, so that youand
your childrenmaylive andthat youmaylovethelord your God, listento His voice,
and hold fastto Him.OThis s a very interestingpassagehecauseén it, God affirms
thatHe s life giving andthatHe wantsusto choosédlife, to chooseHim. We have
choicedn life. Godgivesusthesechoicespecaus&odwantsusto freely choose
Him, ratherthanto chooseHim out of compulsionor guilt. Godhasplainly told us
how to live in the Bible andif we arefaithful to the Onewho is alwaysfaithful to
us, we will enjoy a healthyandfull relationshipwith Him. Wheredoesthis life
flow from? Life flows from loving God, from listeningto His voice, by clinging to
Him with all of whowe are. Life flows thenfrom our relationshipwith God, from
knowing Him andknowing His loving will for our lives. We alsoseesucha call in
Joshua24:15, where Joshuasays,GChoosefor yourselveshis day who you will

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net




by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

serveEButasfor meand myhouseholdwewill servethe Lord.O Eachgeneration,
eachpersommustmakethis choice:whowill we serve:ourselvesor God.

Finding the Road LessTravelled

Jesususesthe imageryof a gateanda roadhere. The wide gateandbroadroad
leadto destructionor separatiorfrom God. The narrowroadandsmall gatelead
to life or to fellowship andrelationshipwith God throughJesusChrist. At times,
suchlanguagemakesus uncomfortableas we rightly do not wantto sit the judg-
mentseatanddecidewho makesit to heaven.lIt is truethatit is not our role to de-
cidewhowill endupin heaventhatdecisionis madeby eachpersonbasednwho
they trustin andhow they live their lives. It is our job, however to be clearand
honestthat discipleshipand following Jesusis hard work, albeit ultimately re-
wardinganda blessing. It is not easyto be like Jesus. We haveto be willing to
makeradicalandchallengingdecisiongn our livesin orderto follow Jesus.As the
early churchfather Chrysostonsaid, GChrist®hard and narrow way is to be wek
comedas an easyyokeand light burdenO We learnthento give thingsup to and
for Jesus.

JohnStottsaysthatthe wide gateis wide becauseave canbring anythingandeve

rything along us with on the journey of the cross. We can bring pride, sin, self
righteousnessind selfishnesswith us on this road. This roadis the road of no

boundariespf lax morals,of anythinggoes,or toleranceand permissivenessOn

this road,you cando whateveryou want, wheneveryou want, whatevelifeelsgood
or seemgyood,whateveryour heartdesires. Theroadis morechallenging asthere
are boundariesand limitations on how we can live and love, basedon revealed
Scripture. The small gateis easyto miss,assmall asa needle€eye. We mustbe
willing to leaveeverythingbehindandput Jesudirst to find thisroad,to denyeven
our own selvesourownwill or planfor our lives. We mustbewilling to leavebe

hind family or lifestyle in orderto follow andto becomemorelike Jesus. If we

travelthis road,we haveto bewilling to let go of the negativebaggagef life, such
as sin, anger hatred,lack of forgiveness,judgmentalism,selfishnessand pride.

Thereis no room on the smallroad or in the narrow gatefor anythingotherthan
us,for who we werecreatedo be.
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JesusWill Guide Us

If we wantto travelthis narrowroadandenterthe smallgate,only Jesusanguide
us andleadus eachstepof the way. In John10, Jesususestwo differentimages
for how He will do so:thatJesuss both our shepherdandour gate. Jesussays,in
10:7,10-11, 14-15,0Q tell youthetruth, | amthe gatefor the sheepE| havecome
that theymayhavelife, and haveit to thefullEl amthe goodShephet. Thegood
shephed lays down His life for the sheep. | am the good Shephet; | know my
sheepandtheyknowme-justas the Father knowsmeand| knowthe Fatherand |
lay downmy life for the sheepO Knowing Jesughenis key to navigatingthis nar
row roadandenteringthis smallgate.

Theimageof a shepherds arich onefor Godin the Bible. Psalm23 for example
remindsus of how God s our shepherd. David saysthat God is our shepherdn

providingfor us,giving usrefreshmenandrenewal,guidingus, providingus com

fort andreassuranceyreparingatablefor us,welcomingusto dwell with Him for

eternity God thenwatchesover us, protectsus and providesfor us. Key to the
role of a shepherds relationship. Jesussaysin 10:3-4, Qhe sheeplisten to His

voice. He calls His ownsheepy nameandleadsthemout. WhenHe hasbrought
out all His own,and His sheegfollow Him becauseheyknowHis voice O Jesuss

our Shepherdvho lovesus, knowsus, callsto us, leadsus,watchesoverus,listens
to us, gives His life for us. The key herefor us is to ponder:Am | listening
enough?Am | willing to follow Him, no matterwhereHe leads?

Jesusis alsothe gatefor the sheep. If we want to enterthe kingdom, to know
God,to be His child, we mustcomethroughJesus.In usingthisimagery Jesuss

referring to Psalm 118:20-24, where David says, Ohis is the gate of the Lord

through which the righteousmay enter | will give you thanks,for you havean

sweed me; you havebecomemy salvation. The stonethe builders haverejected
hasbecomehe capstonethe Lord hasdonethis, it is marvelousn our eyes. This
is the day the Lord hasmade;let usrejoiceandbeglad in it.O Jesuss this gate,
our Savior the capstoneejectedand put to deathbecauseof our sins. God has
givenJesudo our world andto us,to showus His greatlove, andto reconcileusto

Him. PraiseGod! Jesusshowsuswho our Godis, andwho Godis calling usto

be.

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net




