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Intr oduction: The battle of Jerichois one of the mostcompellingeventsof the
Bible, primarily becausehe messagas so clear: God can do anythingand God
worksin mysteriousandheadscratchingwvays. How canwe allow Godto bevic-
toriousin our lives asHe wasat Jericho?

The Powerof God

Godwantsto be glorified andGod likes to give usinstructionswhich on the sur
facemay seemto be strange.We seethis in Joshua:1-5,wheretells Joshua(bee
| havedelivered Jerichointo your hands,along with its king and its fighting men.
March aroundthe city oncewith all the armedmen.Do this for six days. Have
severpriestscarry trumpetsof rams@ornsin front of theark. Ontheseventtday,
march around the city seventimes,with the priestsblowing the trumpets. When
you hearthemsounda long blast on the trumpets haveall the peoplegive a loud
shout;thenthe wall of the city will collapseandthe peoplewill go up, everyman
straight in.O Now, as military plansgo, this oneflies in the face of any sort of
commonor military sense. Israel could haveengagedn a swift attack,to build
uponthe greatfear thatwasconsuminglerichoandthe other Canaanites.Instead,
God had a differentplan andideain mind, for God wantedthemto trustin Him,
ratherthanto trust in their own abilities, power or strength. God loves having
strangestrategies.God calledNoahto build an ark, long beforethe storm clouds
formed;God calledGideonto reducethe numberof fighting men,in orderto have
themtrustin His power ratherthantheir own pride or self confidenceGod chose
to haveJesudlie on the cross,a deaththat involved greatshameand brokenness.
As we seein Zechariah4:6, God says,Not by might nor by power but by my
Spirit.O

The number seven is an important one to Isrékk Biblical root for the
word seven is fullness, completeness, or perfection; to be full or to be satisfied.
The number seven is sacred, suggesting the activity of Goelnumber also re
minds us that God does finish what He staftise priests play silver trumpets,
which signal to the camp that something significant is about to hafjpentam®
horns, which in Hebrew is jobel, is the root for Jubil&ae priests are announcing
the coming and arrival of Jubilee for Isra@hey have arrived into the fulfillment
of God® promises.
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God wants to lead us in overcoming spiritual strongholds and obstacles.
Each of us has some in our lives. Such strongholds or obstacles may be people,
situations or healthThey stand in opposition to God and they stand in the way of
our spiritual growth and maturatiowle are called to keep our eyes and souls fo
cused on God, on His powen His plan, on His will As we seek to glorify God,
we will see Him do powerful things.

The Powerof Faith

God wantsus to be peopleof faith, peoplewho arewilling to listen, hear obey
andbelieve. God hadalreadydemonstratedverandoverthat He waspowerfully
presentwith them,andthat thusthey could trust Him, no matterwhat they came
acrossor faced. God hadopenedup the Red Sea,God had defeatedhe Egyptian
army, God had caredfor themin the wilderness,God had openedup the Jordan
River, God hadbroughtthemsafelyinto the Promised.and. Joshuashowsushow
to responcdo God, for he doessoimmediately saying,in 6:6-7, Qakeup the ark of
the covenanif the Lord and havesevenpriestscarry trumpetsin front of itEAd -
vance!March aroundthe city, with the armedguard going aheadof the ark of the
Lord.O Joshuadoesnot wasteany time parsingGod® instructions,putting out
fleeces,consultingwith elders,thinking things over. Once God® mind was clear
Joshuabbeyedjnsteadof debatingor negotiatingwith God.

God simply demandghat Israel show up andtrustin Him. Thereis little other
military effort demandedhere. But, faith is demanding.lsraelis marchingfor six
daysstraight,trustingin God, but if we are beingreal, they musthavebeenwon-
dering why God was doing this and why they were doing this. When you are
marchingsilently for dayson end,you havea lot of time to think andto question.
Whenevei hadto run for baseballthelongerl went,the moremy bodyandmind
debatedwhy | wasdoingit. God calls usto persistentrust, to ongoingtrust, no
matterwhatwe seebeforeus. It takestime to seeGod moveandwork. We need
to besilenttooif we wantto seeGodatwork. We talk too muchandlistentoo lit-
tle. Right before God moves,the temptationgetsstronger They hadto march
moreonthelastdaythanonanyotherday Goddid thisto testtheir character

God calls us to obey and to beliew&here are we most vulnerable and
most tempted?Are we letting God be victorious in our livegde we trusting in
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Him, even when the storm clouds com&fz we willing to be used by God for His
glory? Stewart quote.

The Powerof Sin

Onething we seein this textis how God feelsaboutsin. How do we reconcilea

text like this with the God of the New Testamentyho showsus His love andHis
gracein Jesus?We mustfirst affirm that God hatessin, andtoo often we indulge
in sin. God hatessin, becausesverysin distancesus from Him, from beingclose
to Him. Godhatessin becausesin distorts,destroysanddistractsusfrom Him. As
G. CampbellMorgan says,dGod is perpetuallyat war with sin.O Scholarswho
have studiedthe ancientCanaanitesocietiesall agreethat their wickednesshad
increasedthrough the centuries,with frequentsexual depravity child sacrifice,
snakeworship and demonization. Despitehearingof and seeingthe miraclesof
God, theydid not chooseto give up their way of life andfollow the God of Israel,
other than Rahab. God destroyedJerichobecausehe did not want Israelto be
contaminatedby sin. Godwill nottoleratesin.

The God of the Old and New Testamentss the same. The Old Testamenshows
us our needfor the cross,andthe New Testamensharesvith uswho Jesuss, and
how we canlive becauseof Him. Insteadof beingsurprisedat what He doesto

Jericho,it is actuallymoreamazingthatthereis still aworld today Godis consis

tentwith His judgmentandwith His grace,in that God hatessin, not people. We

all believein heavenand hell; the disagreemenis how wide the gatesof heaven
will beopened.

How do we feelaboutsin? Do we hatesinasmuchasGoddoes?Do we run away
from it, or do we hideit? Do we relativize our own sin away andpoint it outin

others? Are we awareof the power of sin, and of the way that sin destroysand
taintsour soulsandlives? In the Sermonon the Mount, Jesugells usto cutoutour
eyesor handsif they causeusto sin. How canwe do this? Make somebasic
choices: whatwill bring me deeperinto Christ? How canl rid myself of every

thing thatdistractsme from Jesusthatdistortsmy view of Jesusthatalienatesne
from God? We arethento hatesin too, by fleeing from it, by losing ourselvesn

Jesus.

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net




