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Introduction:  The battle of Jericho is one of the most compelling events of the 
Bible, primarily because the message is so clear: God can do anything and God 
works in mysterious and head scratching ways.  How can we allow God to be vic-
torious in our lives as He was at Jericho?

The Power of God

 God wants to be glorified and God likes to give us instructions, which on the sur-
face may seem to be strange.  We see this in Joshua 6:1-5, where tells Joshua, “See 
I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.  
March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days.  Have 
seven priests carry trumpets of  rams’ horns in front of  the ark.  On the seventh day, 
march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the trumpets.  When 
you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud 
shout; then the wall of  the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man 
straight in.”  Now, as military plans go, this one flies in the face of any sort of 
common or military sense.  Israel could have engaged in a swift attack, to build 
upon the great fear that was consuming Jericho and the other Canaanites.  Instead, 
God had a different plan and idea in mind, for God wanted them to trust in Him, 
rather than to trust in their own abilities, power or strength.  God loves having 
strange strategies.  God called Noah to build an ark, long before the storm clouds 
formed; God called Gideon to reduce the number of fighting men, in order to have 
them trust in His power, rather than their own pride or self confidence; God chose 
to have Jesus die on the cross, a death that involved great shame and brokenness.  
As we see in Zechariah 4:6, God says, “Not by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit.”  

 The number seven is an important one to Israel.  The Biblical root for the 
word seven is fullness, completeness, or perfection; to be full or to be satisfied.  
The number seven is sacred, suggesting the activity of God.  The number also re-
minds us that God does finish what He starts.  The priests play silver trumpets, 
which signal to the camp that something significant is about to happen.  The ram’s 
horns, which in Hebrew is jobel, is the root for Jubilee.  The priests are announcing 
the coming and arrival of Jubilee for Israel.  They have arrived into the fulfillment 
of God’s promises. 
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 God wants to lead us in overcoming spiritual strongholds and obstacles.  
Each of us has some in our lives.  Such strongholds or obstacles may be people, 
situations or health.  They stand in opposition to God and they stand in the way of 
our spiritual growth and maturation. We are called to keep our eyes and souls fo-
cused on God, on His power, on His plan, on His will.  As we seek to glorify God, 
we will see Him do powerful things.  

The Power of Faith

 God wants us to be people of faith, people who are willing to listen, hear, obey 
and believe.  God had already demonstrated over and over that He was powerfully 
present with them, and that thus they could trust Him, no matter what they came 
across or faced.  God had opened up the Red Sea, God had defeated the Egyptian 
army, God had cared for them in the wilderness, God had opened up the Jordan 
River, God had brought them safely into the Promised Land.  Joshua shows us how 
to respond to God, for he does so immediately, saying, in 6:6-7, “take up the ark of 
the covenant of the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it…Ad-
vance! March around the city, with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of  the 
Lord.”  Joshua does not waste any time parsing God’s instructions, putting out 
fleeces, consulting with elders, thinking things over. Once God’s mind was clear, 
Joshua obeyed, instead of debating or negotiating with God.  

 God simply demands that Israel show up and trust in Him.  There is little other 
military effort demanded here.  But, faith is demanding.  Israel is marching for six 
days straight, trusting in God, but if we are being real, they must have been won-
dering why God was doing this and why they were doing this.  When you are 
marching silently for days on end, you have a lot of time to think and to question.  
Whenever I had to run for baseball, the longer I went, the more my body and mind 
debated why I was doing it.  God calls us to persistent trust, to ongoing trust, no 
matter what we see before us.  It takes time to see God move and work.  We need 
to be silent too if we want to see God at work.  We talk too much and listen too lit-
tle.  Right before God moves, the temptation gets stronger.  They had to march 
more on the last day than on any other day.  God did this to test their character.  

 God calls us to obey and to believe.  Where are we most vulnerable and 
most tempted?  Are we letting God be victorious in our lives?  Are we trusting in 
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Him, even when the storm clouds come?  Are we willing to be used by God for His 
glory?  Stewart quote.

The Power of Sin

 One thing we see in this text is how God feels about sin.  How do we reconcile a 
text like this with the God of the New Testament, who shows us His love and His 
grace in Jesus?  We must first affirm that God hates sin, and too often we indulge 
in sin.  God hates sin, because every sin distances us from Him, from being close 
to Him.  God hates sin because sin distorts, destroys and distracts us from Him.  As 
G. Campbell Morgan says, “God is perpetually at war with sin.”  Scholars who 
have studied the ancient Canaanite societies all agree that their wickedness had 
increased through the centuries, with frequent sexual depravity, child sacrifice, 
snake worship and demonization.  Despite hearing of and seeing the miracles of 
God, they did not choose to give up their way of life and follow the God of Israel, 
other than Rahab.  God destroyed Jericho because he did not want Israel to be 
contaminated by sin.  God will not tolerate sin.  

 The God of the Old and New Testaments is the same.  The Old Testament shows 
us our need for the cross, and the New Testament shares with us who Jesus is, and 
how we can live because of Him.  Instead of being surprised at what He does to 
Jericho, it is actually more amazing that there is still a world today.  God is consis-
tent with His judgment and with His grace, in that God hates sin, not people.  We 
all believe in heaven and hell; the disagreement is how wide the gates of heaven 
will be opened. 

How do we feel about sin?  Do we hate sin as much as God does?  Do we run away 
from it, or do we hide it?  Do we relativize our own sin away, and point it out in 
others?  Are we aware of the power of sin, and of the way that sin destroys and 
taints our souls and lives?  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us to cut out our 
eyes or hands if they cause us to sin.  How can we do this?  Make some basic 
choices:  what will bring me deeper into Christ?  How can I rid myself of every-
thing that distracts me from Jesus, that distorts my view of Jesus, that alienates me 
from God?  We are then to hate sin too, by fleeing from it, by losing ourselves in 
Jesus.
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