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Joshua 1

Introduction:  This morning we begin our sermon series on Joshua, and as we do 
so I am also reflecting on events of this week.  

God is With Us

 This chapter of Joshua reminds us of the good news that our God is a God who is 
with us.  God tells Joshua in 1:3, 5, “I will give you every place where you set your 
foot, as I promised Moses.  No one will be able to stand up against you all the days 
of your life.  As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you or 
forsake you.”  God knew that Joshua needed this promise.  In fact, this promise 
reinforces what Moses told Joshua earlier, that “God will never leave you or for-
sake you.”  Deut 31:8.  This promise is ultimately one of presence and of relation-
ship.  Jesus is the ultimate example of this promise.  In Matthew 1:21, we are told 
that they will call Jesus Emmanuel, which means God with us.”  The last words of 
Jesus, from Matthew 28:20 reinforce this too, for He says, “And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”  

Now there are times in life, when we may doubt that God is with us.  Our sin 
and our brokenness make us feel like we are far away from God.  Interestingly, on 
the cross Jesus shows that as death approached, because of the weight of our sins, 
He felt distant from God.  Jesus said in Matthew 27:46, “My God, My God, Why 
have you forsaken me?”  Because Jesus has paid the price for our sins and because 
He has taken up our forsakenness, we do not need to feel alienated from God.  If 
we are to be like God, we are to model His character.  How can we be people who 
do not forsake others in their time of need?  We can do so by walking on this jour-
ney together, no matter how challenging or painful the journey is for others or for 
us.

Becoming the Word

 In this chapter, we are reminded that God cares about and calls us to obedience.  
God tells Joshua in 1:7-8, “Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave 
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wher-
ever you go.  Do not let this Book of  the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on 
it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.”  Obedi-
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ence is hard work and requires diligence and effort.  God yearns and longs for obe-
dient people.  

 God reveals to us all that we need to know in His Word in order for us to live for 
Him.  This week, I was quoted on television, and at least they got part of it right.  I 
quoted from Matthew 6:14-15, where Jesus says, “For if  you forgive others when 
they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not 
forgive them their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.”  Jesus also shares 
that there is no expiration label with forgiveness, saying in 18:21, “I tell you, (for-
give) not seven times, but seventy seven times.”  This term actually means times 
without number, so as many times as needed.  Forgiveness is hard, because frankly 
it is not a human thing to do.  Yet, Jesus calls us to something higher and some-
thing heavenly when He calls us to forgive.  Forgiveness is not optional, but a way 
of life for believers.  Forgiveness and forgetting are two separate things, for we 
don’t let people continue to walk over us.  We do however lay down our desires to 
judge and we entrust them to God.  On the cross, Jesus forgave those who killed 
Him (Luke 23:34).  If Jesus could forgive others in this way, surely we can forgive 
others who do so much less to us.  

God loves to Encourage

 One thing that God loves to do is to encourage us.  We can see that so clearly here 
in this text, where God encourages Joshua two times, saying in 1:6, 7:  “Be strong 
and courageous…Be strong and very courageous.”  The people model the charac-
ter of God, reaffirming to Joshua in 1:18, “Only be strong and courageous.”  If you 
remember last week’s texts, God told Joshua in Deuteronomy 31:6-8, “Be strong 
and courageous.  Do not be afraid or terrified…Be strong and courageous…Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged. “God wants us to know that He is with us, 
that He will take care of us and that as a result, we do not need to fear.  God loves 
us to give us courage by reminding us that He is powerfully with us.
 

If God is an encourager, so too should we encourage others.  One of my fa-
vorite people in the Bible is Barnabus.  His name means Son of Encouragement.  
What a great name and what a great personal attribute to have.  How are you with 
encouraging?  Every day, God gives us tons of opportunities to encourage others.  
Do we take them or do we miss them?  We are to be people of encouragement, for 
discouragement comes from the Evil One.
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