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Intr oduction: This morningwe beginour sermonserieson Joshuaandaswe do
sol amalsoreflectingon eventsof thisweek.

God isWith Us

This chapterof Joshuaemindsus of the goodnewsthatour Godis a Godwho is

with us. Godtells Joshuan 1:3,5, Q will giveyoueveryplacewhete yousetyour
foot,as| promisedVoses. No onewill be ableto standup againstyouall thedays
of your life. As| waswith Moses,so | will be with you; | will neverleaveyou or
forsakeyou.O God knew that Joshuaneededthis promise. In fact, this promise
reinforceswhat Mosestold Joshuaearlier that GGod will neverleaveyou or for-
sakeyouO Deut31:8. This promiseis ultimately oneof presenceindof relation
ship. Jesuss the ultimate exampleof this promise. In Matthew1:21,we aretold
thattheywill call JesusEmmanuelwhich meansGodwith us.OThe lastwordsof
Jesusfrom Matthew 28:20reinforcethis too, for He says,OAnd surely | am with
youalways,to theveryendof theageO

Now therearetimesin life, whenwe maydoubtthatGodis with us. Our sin
andour brokennessnakeusfeel like we arefar awayfrom God. Interestingly on
the crossJesusshowsthat asdeathapproachedhecausef the weight of our sins,
He felt distantfrom God. Jesussaidin Matthew27:46, My God, My God, Why
haveyou forsakenme?O Becauselesushaspaid the price for our sinsandbecause
He hastakenup our forsakennessye do not needto feel alienatedfrom God. If
we areto belike God,we areto modelHis character How canwe be peoplewho
do not forsakeothersin their time of need?We cando so by walking on this jour-
ney together no matterhow challengingor painful the journeyis for othersor for
us.

Becoming theWord

In this chaptey we are remindedthat God caresaboutand calls us to obedience.
God tells Joshuan 1:7-8, Be careful to obeyall the law my servantMosesgave
you; do notturn fromit to theright or to theleft, that you maybe successfulvher
everyougo. Do notlet this Bookof the Law departfromyour mouth; meditateon
it day and night, sothat youmaybe careful to do everythingwritten in it. O Obed;
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enceis hardwork andrequiresdiligenceandeffort. Godyearnsandlongsfor obe
dient people.

Godrevealsto us all thatwe needto know in His Word in orderfor usto live for
Him. Thisweek,| wasquotedon television,andat leasttheygot partof it right. |
quotedfrom Matthew 6:14-15,whereJesussays,JFor if you forgive otherswhen
theysin againstyou, your heavenlyFatherwill alsoforgiveyou. Butif youdo not
forgive themtheir sins, your Father will not forgive your sinsO Jesusalsoshares
thatthereis no expirationlabelwith forgivenesssayingin 18:21,0 tell you, (for-
give) not seventimes, but seventyseventimesO This term actually meanstimes
without number soasmanytimesasneeded.Forgivenesss hard,becausdrankly
it is not a humanthing to do. Yet, Jesuscalls us to somethinghigherandsome
thing heavenlywhenHe callsusto forgive. Forgivenesds not optional,butaway
of life for believers. Forgivenessand forgetting are two separatehings, for we
don®let peoplecontinueto walk overus. We do howeverlay down our desiresto
judge andwe entrustthemto God. On the cross,Jesudorgavethosewho killed
Him (Luke 23:34). If Jesuscouldforgive othersin this way, surelywe canforgive
otherswho do somuchlessto us.

God loves to Encourage

Onething that Godlovesto dois to encouragels. We canseethatsoclearlyhere
in this text, whereGod encouragegoshuawo times,sayingin 1:6, 7: (Be strong
and courageousEBestrong and very courageous.OT he peoplemodelthe charae
ter of God, reafirming to Joshudn 1:18,3Dnly be strongand courageousO If you
remembeiast week©texts, God told Joshuan Deuteronomy31:6-8, (Be strong
and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrifiedEBe strong and courageousEDo
not be afraid; do not be discouraged OGodwantsus to know that He is with us,
thatHe will takecareof usandthatasa result,we do not needto fear Godloves
usto give uscourageby remindingusthatHe ispowerfully with us.

If Godis anencouragersotoo shouldwe encouragethers. Oneof my fa-
vorite peoplein the Bible is Barnabus. His namemeansSon of Encouragement.
Whata greatnameandwhat a greatpersonakttributeto have. How areyou with
encouraging?Every day, God givesus tonsof opportunitiesto encouragethers.
Do we takethemor do we missthem? We areto be peopleof encouragementor
discouragemercomesfrom the Evil One.
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