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Intr oduction: As arecoveringpeoplepleaserthis ideaof pleasingGod, whether
in giving or in any otherway, is very compelling. How canwe live our livesin a
way thatplease<s0d?

God is PleasedVith You

If someoneaskedyou to describeyourself,whatwould you say? Therecouldbea
variety of wordswe useto answerthat question:manor woman;tall or short; Gi-
ants fan or A® fan; American or African; mother or father; teacheror social
worker; wife or husbandDemocratGreenor Republican. Although eachof these
answerscould suggespart of who we are,thereis only oneoverarchingresponse
that revealswho we are at the core of our being. The Logos programreinforces
this: eachof usis a child of God. We belongto God, He belongsto us. We are
createdin His image,for a life of love andrelationshipwith Him. It is our rela
tionshipwith our God, our HeavenlyFatherwhich we areprimarily createdo en
joy. Only aswe are:rootedin Him, groundedn Him, surrenderedo Him, lostin
Him. focusedon Him, will we truly havethe joy, peaceandlove He hasin storefor
us. As we know andgratefullyembracevho we arein Christ,everythingchanges:
motivations,dreams,words, thoughtsand actions. As we know who we are in
Christ, what otherthink of us graduallyandincreasinglybecomedessimportant,
becauseve know thatGodlovesandcherisheds,thatGodis pleasedvith us.

Jesugells us hereto be carefulaboutwhy we do goodthings,andis remindingus
thatit is moreimportantto pleaseGod,thanto impressothers. Jesussaysin Mat-
thew6:1, e careful not to do your actsof righteousnesbefor people to be seen
by them. If you do, youwill haveno rewad from your Fatherin heaverO Jesus
callsusto bedifferent,to be setapartfrom the world, to havea righteousnesthat
flows out of our heartsandinto our actions,asa way of honoringGod andto live
out beingin His image.Scripturetells usthat God is pleasedvith uswhenwe be-
lieve andtrustin Him. Paultells us in Romans3:21-3, But now a righteousness
from God apart fromlaw, hasbeenmadeknown,to whichthe Law and the Proph
etstestify Thisrighteousnesfrom God comesthroughfaith in JesusChrist to all
who believe. Thee is no difference for all havesinnedandfall shortof the glory
of GodO In, 11:6, the authorof Hebrewssaysthat faith is key to pleasingGod,
saying, QAnd without faith it is impossibleto pleaseGod, becauseanyonewho
comego Him mustbelievethat He existsandthat He rewaids thosewho earnestly
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seekHim.O God is pleasedvhenwe believein Him, andwhen our actionsshare
andshowtheblessingof His love.

We Please GodWhen We Toot His Horn

First of all, we needto affirm the importanceof almsgiving. Almsgiving wasone
of the threegreatcardinalworks of Jewishreligious life (alongwith prayerand
fasting, which we will getto later). For the Jews,almsgivingwas so important
thatthe Jewsusedthe sameword for righteousnesandalmsgiving,tzedakah.The
temple evenhad a room called the Chamberof the Silent, where peoplewould
comeand makeatonemenfor sinsby leavingalmsfor the needy Jesusdoesnot
critique the practiceof almsgivingor suggesthatit shouldnot be donefor giving
to thosein needdoespleaseGod. Jesusdoeshowevercritique the motivesand
practiceghatoftenaccompanylmsgiving.

Jesugalls usto be carefulin howwe give. He saysin 6:2, Gowhenyou give to
the needydo not announcat with trumpetsasthe hypocritesdo in the synagogue
and on the streetsto be honowed by others. | tell youthetruth, theyhavereceived
their rewad in full.O Jesuss critiquing giving thatdrawsattention glory or praise
to us. We areto give sothatwe canmeetthe needof others,in orderto give glory
to God, to give thanksto Godfor His provision,not sowe canmeetour own self-
ish needfor praise. In essenceJesusis telling us not to draw attentionto our-
selves. We arenot to hire trumpetersor blow our own hornwhenwe give. Jesus
echoesthis in Matthew 23, where Jesuscritiques the Phariseessaying, CEvery
thing theydo is donefor othersto see;they maketheir phylacterieswide and the
tasselson their garmentdong.O The major flaw of the Phariseesvastheir love of
praiseandadmirationof others. Insteadwe areto give glory andthanksto God by
sharingthe blessingdHe hasgivenus. We areto toot God®horn, not our own.

Jesususesa strongword herein His critique. Jesuscalls suchgivershypocritesa
word that camefrom the theatre. In a drama,peopledid not wear makeup, but
wore masksthatrepresentetheir particularpart. This word latercameto meanin
a negativesensepne who pretendsto be one thing but who is really something
else. Jesuss sayingthat giving that drawsattentionto ourselvess theatricalre-
ligion, ratherthangenuine. Jesuscritiquesthosewho usethe world astheir own
stage. Theword herefor rewardis alsointerestingfor it comesfrom commercial
transactionsto receivea sumin full andto give a receiptindicating thatnothing
furtheris due. Whenanactof mercybecomesan actof vanity, we shouldnot ex-
pectany rewardfrom God. Althoughwe arecalledto let our light shine(andare
encouragedo overcomeour cowardiceat doing so), we are also calledto avoid
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vanity in transparentlytiving out our faith. We mustnot give to othersto gainap
plauseputto pleaseGod,who seesandknowsall things.

We Please Godvhen We Shae His Blessing

Jesussaysin 6:3-4, But whenyou give to the needy do not let your left hand
knowwhat your right handis doing, so that your giving may be in secet. Then
your Father who seesvhatis donein secetwill rewad youO
Carl Vaughtsaysthat thereis a distinctionbetweenbeing seenandbeing noticed.
Our actsof righteousnesareto imitate the graceand mercy of God thatwe have
alreadyenjoyed.JohnStott saysthatthe Christianlife is oneof secrecy Theright
handis typically our activehand,andtheleft handis to notwatchsothatwe avoid
being self-consciousfor self-consciousnedsadsto self-righteousnessChristian
giving thenis to be markedby faith, joy andgratitudeandself-sacrificeratherthan
by self-congratulation.JohnCalvin sayswe are to be satisfiedby having God be
our only witness For as Paul quotesJesusin Acts 20:35, Ot is more blessedto
give thanto receive.OWe don®wantto draw attentionto ourselvesbut ratherwe
wantto joyfully pointto the graceand mercyof God, who providesfor all of our
needsandmore.

The Bible and Jesustalk of moneyoften. Onetenthof versesin Gospels
talk of moneyandover2000versesof Scripturetalk of this. Faithandfinancesgo
together Wayne Brouwer presentssomekey questionsAre you aware? Does
your faith openyour eyesto the needall aroundyou? Will youshareVill you use
your blessingsto touch and blessothers? OT built on concernfor poor; God is
concernedor poor How aboutyou? IRS saysl1.65% of incomesgoesto charity,
all charities. Do you care? C.S.Lewis in his sermonOTheéNeight of GloryOtalks
of rewards. The rewardGod givesus is that we becomeunited with Him in His
love for others,to give aswe havebeengiven,to join in the delightof sharing,to
stretch our souls and to find ourselvesin giving away to others. Giving that
pleasesGod draws us deeperand closerinto God, as we trust Him, as we give
thanksto Him, aswe shareHis blessingwith others.
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