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Introduction:   As a recovering people pleaser, this idea of pleasing God, whether 
in giving or in any other way, is very compelling.  How can we live our lives in a 
way that pleases God?

God is Pleased With You

 If someone asked you to describe yourself, what would you say?  There could be a 
variety of words we use to answer that question: man or woman; tall or short; Gi-
ants fan or A’s fan; American or African; mother or father; teacher or social 
worker; wife or husband; Democrat Green or Republican.  Although each of these 
answers could suggest part of who we are, there is only one overarching response 
that reveals who we are at the core of our being.  The Logos program reinforces 
this:  each of us is a child of God.  We belong to God, He belongs to us.  We are 
created in His image, for a life of love and relationship with Him.  It is our rela-
tionship with our God, our Heavenly Father which we are primarily created to en-
joy.  Only as we are: rooted in Him, grounded in Him, surrendered to Him, lost in 
Him. focused on Him, will we truly have the joy, peace and love He has in store for 
us.  As we know and gratefully embrace who we are in Christ, everything changes: 
motivations, dreams, words, thoughts and actions.  As we know who we are in 
Christ, what other think of us gradually and increasingly becomes less important, 
because we know that God loves and cherishes us, that God is pleased with us.  

 Jesus tells us here to be careful about why we do good things, and is reminding us 
that it is more important to please God, than to impress others.  Jesus says in Mat-
thew 6:1, “Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before people, to be seen 
by them.  If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.”  Jesus 
calls us to be different, to be set apart from the world, to have a righteousness that 
flows out of our hearts and into our actions, as a way of honoring God and to live 
out being in His image. Scripture tells us that God is pleased with us when we be-
lieve and trust in Him. Paul tells us in Romans 3:21-3, “But now a righteousness 
from God apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Proph-
ets testify.  This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe.  There is no difference, for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.”  In, 11:6, the author of Hebrews says that faith is key to pleasing God, 
saying, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who 
comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly 
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seek Him.”  God is pleased when we believe in Him, and when our actions share 
and show the blessing of His love.  

We Please God When We Toot His Horn

 First of all, we need to affirm the importance of almsgiving.  Almsgiving was one 
of the three great cardinal works of Jewish religious life (along with prayer and 
fasting, which we will get to later).   For the Jews, almsgiving was so important 
that the Jews used the same word for righteousness and almsgiving, tzedakah.  The 
temple even had a room called the Chamber of the Silent, where people would 
come and make atonement for sins by leaving alms for the needy. Jesus does not 
critique the practice of almsgiving or suggest that it should not be done for giving 
to those in need does please God.   Jesus does however critique the motives and 
practices that often accompany almsgiving.  

  Jesus calls us to be careful in how we give.  He says in 6:2, “So when you give to 
the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogue 
and on the streets to be honored by others.  I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full.”  Jesus is critiquing giving that draws attention, glory or praise 
to us.  We are to give so that we can meet the needs of others, in order to give glory 
to God, to give thanks to God for His provision, not so we can meet our own self-
ish need for praise.  In essence, Jesus is telling us not to draw attention to our-
selves.  We are not to hire trumpeters or blow our own horn when we give.  Jesus 
echoes this in Matthew 23, where Jesus critiques the Pharisees, saying, “Every-
thing they do is done for others to see; they make their phylacteries wide and the 
tassels on their garments long.”  The major flaw of the Pharisees was their love of 
praise and admiration of others.  Instead, we are to give glory and thanks to God by 
sharing the blessings He has given us.  We are to toot God’s horn, not our own.  

 Jesus uses a strong word here in His critique.  Jesus calls such givers hypocrites, a 
word that came from the theatre.  In a drama, people did not wear make up, but 
wore masks that represented their particular part.  This word later came to mean in 
a negative sense, one who pretends to be one thing but who is really something 
else.  Jesus is saying that giving that draws attention to ourselves is theatrical re-
ligion, rather than genuine.  Jesus critiques those who use the world as their own 
stage.  The word here for reward is also interesting, for it comes from commercial 
transactions, to receive a sum in full and to give a receipt indicating  that nothing 
further is due.  When an act of mercy becomes an act of vanity, we should not ex-
pect any reward from God.  Although we are called to let our light shine (and are 
encouraged to overcome our cowardice at doing so), we are also called to avoid 
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vanity in transparently living out our faith.  We must not give to others to gain ap-
plause, but to please God, who sees and knows all things.

We Please God When We Share His Blessing

 Jesus says in 6:3-4, “But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.  Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret will reward you.”  
Carl Vaught says that there is a distinction between being seen and being noticed.  
Our acts of righteousness are to imitate the grace and mercy of God that we have 
already enjoyed. John Stott says that the Christian life is one of secrecy.  The right 
hand is typically our active hand, and the left hand is to not watch so that we avoid 
being self-conscious, for self-consciousness leads to self-righteousness.  Christian 
giving then is to be marked by faith, joy and gratitude and self-sacrifice rather than 
by self-congratulation.  John Calvin says we are to be satisfied by having God be 
our only witness.  For as Paul quotes Jesus in Acts 20:35, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.”  We don’t want to draw attention to ourselves but rather we 
want to joyfully point to the grace and mercy of God, who provides for all of our 
needs and more.  

The Bible and Jesus talk of money often.  One tenth of verses in Gospels 
talk of money and over 2000 verses of Scripture talk of this.  Faith and finances go 
together.  Wayne Brouwer presents some key questions: Are you aware?  Does 
your faith open your eyes to the need all around you?  Will you share? Will you use 
your blessings to touch and bless others?  OT built on concern for poor; God is 
concerned for poor.  How about you?  IRS says 1.65 % of incomes goes to charity, 
all charities.  Do you care?  C.S. Lewis in his sermon “The Weight of Glory” talks 
of rewards.  The reward God gives us is that we become united with Him in His 
love for others, to give as we have been given, to join in the delight of sharing, to 
stretch our souls and to find ourselves in giving away to others.  Giving that 
pleases God draws us deeper and closer into God, as we trust Him, as we give 
thanks to Him, as we share His blessing with others.  

by Rev. Brian Spangler.  Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.  www.peacechurch.net 


