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Intr oduction: Althoughl love to throw peoplein thepool,| confesd like to goin
slowly, onebabystepatatime. Onetime, afterfive minutesof ferventnegotiation
atthe pool edgemy Dadthrewmein. How aboutyou? Are you slow to warm,or
do you jump in, with gustoand joy, doing a cannonball dive into God® grace?
How canwe enterinto life confidentlyandjoyfully by trustingGod?

God Will Guide Us

Joshua3 is an important chapter becausehere we seelsrael enteringinto the
promisesthat God hasbeenpromisingand preparingthemfor a long time. Our
Godis a God that doesnot alwaystell us how He will accomplishthings, so that
we haveno choicebut to fall on our facesbeforeHim, in trustandin faith. Joshua
tells Israelin 3:3-4, QVhenyou seethe ark of the covenantof the Lord your God,
and the priestswho are Levites,carrying it, you are to moveout from your post
tions and follow it. Thenyou will know which way to go, sinceyou have never
beenthis way before. But keepa distanceof abouta thousandyards betweeryou
andtheark; do notgo nearit.O During their wildernessvanderings|sraelwasled
by the pillar of fire at nightandthe cloudby day Theark reassureéndreminded
them ofthedaily andactivepresencef Godwith themandfor them.

The ark was seenasthe portablethroneof the invisible God and contained
the 10 Commandmentandthe book of the Covenantaswell asmannawhich re-
mindedthemof the direction,teachingsandprovisionof God. Theark wasa visi-
ble sign andreminderof the presenceof God, andthatit is God who is bringing
theminto thefulfillment of all of His promises.As aresult,theyarecalledto keep
their distancefrom the ark, for this way they canseewherethe ark is leadingthem,
for this land is new to them, but not to God. It is God thenwho leadsthemand
guidesthemover the river Jordan,andinto their new life in Him. If we wantto
enterinto the new life God hasin storefor us, we mustkeepour eyesand sight
focusedon Jesus. Jesuswill lead us throughchoppyand dangerousvaters,pro-
viding us with protectionand direction. We needto trust and to follow Him,
knowing that He is alwayswith us andthat He will guide us stepby stepaswe
trustin Him.
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Getting Ready

Although ultimately it is God who accomplisheddis will, God still expectsusto

getreadyandto be preparedo follow Him, sowe will bereadywhenHe callsus
to stepoutin faith. Joshuaells themin 3:5, GConsecrateyourselvesfor tomorow

the Lord will do amazingthingsamongyouO In the Old TestamentGod gavespe

cific and detaileddescriptionsof how they must preparethemselvedor entering
into His presence.Theydid so,for example, by washingtheir clothes,abstaining
from sexandby laying asideearthlypleasuresn orderto focuson Him. Godcalls
His peopleto holiness,in orderthatwe reflectHis character As believerswe are
to consecrateurselvesby daily coming beforethe crossof Jesusseekingagain
andanewto be washedcleanby His blood. We areto alsoseekto befilled and
empoweredyy the Holy Spirit. We too canhavea new life andmakea new and
freshstartin the Lord, if we arewilling to lay asideall of the sinsthat so easily
entangleus,andif we choose&o setour sightson Jesus.We canonly enterinto the
presencef God,if we arewilling to becleansedrestoredandforgivenby Jesus.

Why do we get ready? Do we see,experienceor expectamazingthings
from God? Do we expecttoo little from God?Or is our lack of faith andlack of
trust interfering with our ability to seeandto experiencethe power and graceof
Godall aroundus?

Getting Your FeetWet

In preparingthe peopleto crossthe Jordan,the Lord is calling themto get
their feet wet, to radically and completelytrust in Him. Joshuasaysin 3:8, 13,
Qvhenyoureachthe edgeof the Jordan®waters,go and standin theriver. Andas
soonasthe priestswho carry the ark of the Lord-the Lord of all the earth-setfoot
in the Jordan, its watersflowing downsteamwill standupin a heapO In 3:14,we
arealsotold thatthe waterswereat flood stageall during the harvest. The Jordan
River was normally a modeststream but during this time, it wasa ragingtorrent
due to melted snow and spring rains. The river simply could not be forded by
normalmeans. Godthenis calling themto takea leapof faith by gettingtheir feet
wet. Theriver will notbe stoppedup until theybeginto wadein.

Godwantsusto be an abarpeople. Abar is the Hebrewword for crossingover.
This verboccurs21 timeshere,suggestinghatthis is a crucial momentfor Israel,
one that will define who they are and who God is. They are crossingover a
boundary one that will lead from old life to new life. Suchabartimes can be
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frightening, as the land of Canaanwas not an utopia, free of pain or suffering,

fighting or anguish. We eachhavesuchmomentsin our own lives: job changes,
iliness, death,divorce or marriage. God wantsus to be peoplewho arewilling to

grow, to changejo claim new life andnewterritory. Godwantsus to know that

evenif thelandis newto us,it is not newto Him. We haveto takerisksif we are
to live a newlife in Him. In our faith journey we are either moving forward or

backwardsandstandingstill is the sameasmovingbackwards.

Let usgetour feetwet, let usabandorourselvedo God, let usleapinto His
pool of new life unreservedlyand with joy. PetrasongBeyond Belief: WeQs
contentto pitch our tent whenthe glory® evidentseldomdo we know the glory
cameand went. Moving can seemdangepusin this strangei® pilgrimage know
ing that you can©standstill, you crossthe bridge. There®a higher placeto go,
beyondbelief, beyondbelief, where we reachthe nextplateau,beyondbelief, be-
yondbelief. Andfromfaith to faith we grow towards the centerof the flow where
He beckonsus to go, beyondbelief, beyondbelief. Leap of faith without a net
makesus wantto hedgeour betwatersneverpart until our feetgetwet. There®a
deepermlaceto go whele the road seemsard to hoe He who hasbegunthis work
wonOlet it go. Andit takesso long to seethe changebut we look around and it
seemsso strangewe have comeso far but the journey®long and we oncewere
weakbut now we@rstrong.
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