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Intr oduction: Questionfrom lastweek:Whatis the differencebetweena gift and
a miracle? Goodto clarify. Miracles are somethingonly God can do, because
thereis no otherway for it to happen. The ideaof gifts encompasseall of life:
everypersonandeverymoment. Both comedirectly from God. Both shouldlead
to us giving glory to God. Why do we not seemore miracles? We mustlearnto
view life, to look at life with eyesof faith. We mustalsogetreadyif we wantto
seeGodatwork.

RememberingWhoseWeAre

If we wantto seeandexperiencehe fullnessof the power presenceandpersonof
Godin our lives, we mustremembemwhosewe are,andWho Godis. Oneimpor-
tant point to remembeiis that God doesthingsdifferently thanwe do. Froma hu
manperspectivethe beginningof Joshuachapterfive is the perfecttime for Israel
to marchon Jericho. After all, we know from 5:1, Gall the Amorite kings westof
the Jordan and all the Canaaniteskings along the coasthead how the Lord had
dried up the Jordan befoee the Israelitesuntil we had crossedover their hearts
meltedand theyno longer had the courageto facethe IsraelitesO The nationsare
literally meltingin fear Now shouldbethetime! But not accordingto God. In-
steadGodtold Joshuao circumciseall of theIsraelitemen. This will be atestof
faith, for this circumcisionwill effectively incapacitateevery fighting man. In-
steadof beingreadyto fight, theywill insteadbevulnerableto beingdefeated.

Why the commandto be circumcised? The covenantof circumcisionreminded
Israelof who theywereandof who Godis. The practiceof circumcisionreminded
Israel of the covenantand that they belongedto God and that God belongedto
them,thatthey were calledto be setapartfor andbecausef God, thatthey were
calledto live lives of holiness. God hadnot askedthemto practicethis duringthe
desertwanderingg(5:7), but now that He was aboutto fulfill His promises,God
calledthemto be setapartanewfor Him. This would be a testof faith. Would
they submitto God? Would they trust God? Suchtestsoccuroftenafter miracles
or victories. Godalsocalledthemto renewthe seconddefining practiceof Israel,
to celebratethe Passover After being circumcisedand being set apartfor God,
they rememberedhow God broughtthem out of Egyptandhow He had promised
to bring theminto the Promised_and.
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Whatdoesthis meanfor us asbelievers?We musthavecircumcisedhearts,
heartsthatbelongto God. As Mosestells usin Deuteronomyd0:6, OrheLord your
God will circumciseyour heartsand the heartsof your descendantsso that you
may love Him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.O Jesuss our
Passoverthe Onewho hasdiedfor us,who leadsus out of deathandinto new ife.
As Paultells usin 1 Corinthians5:7, GGetrid of the old yeastthat you maybe a
new batch without yeast-asyou really are. For Christ, our PassoveiLamb, has
beensacrificedO If we wantto experienceandbereadyfor Godto moveandwork
in andthroughus,we mustcommitourselvego extensiveandthoroughrepentance
and confession. We must set ourselvesapartagainfor God, allowing the Holy
Spirit to circumciseour heartsanew embracingwhat Jesushasdonefor uson the
cross. We mustbe willing to surrendeiall to the Lord. Only thenwill we expert
encethefullnessandpowerof God.

God(® Care is Constant

In Joshu&b:11-12 we seethe constantalbeitchangingcareof Godfor His people,
in order that His promisesmight be fulfilled. We learn that Qhe day after the
Passoverthat very day, theyate someof the produceof theland; unleavenedread
and roastedgrain. The mannastoppedthe day after they ate this food from the
land; there wasno longerany mannafor the Israelites,but that yeartheyate of the
produceof CanaanO Remembemwhat God had promisedrepeatedlyabout the
Promised_and? Thefaithful spieshadaffirmedin Numbersl4:7-8: Orheland we
passedhroughis exceedinghgood. If the Lord is pleasedwith us,He will leadus
into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey andwill giveit to usO On that
day, Israelbeganto experiencdahe promiseand fulfilment of God. On thatday
the miracle of mannaceasecdas God® original intent was fulfilled. God® provi-
sion then movedfrom supernaturato natural,from miraculousto normal. God®
resourcesrealwaysenough. Godwill takecareof us,of youandof me,andGod
will do so eithernaturallyor supernaturally In doing so, Godis calling themand
usto focuson the new life He hasfor us, notthe old. Too often,we look backat
the pastlongingly and misleadingly insteadof joyfully andtrustfully looking for-
wardto whatGodhasfor us. In theLord, the bestis alwaysyetto come.
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The Battle is the Lord®

One thing we needto remembeiis that the battle is not oursOit is God®. And
Godis alwaysseekingto be glorified. After Joshuahadfaithfully led the nationof
Israel through both the rites of circumcisionand Passoverhe had a momentous
visitor andinteraction. When Joshuadrew nearJerichoin 5:13-5, the lookedup
and sawa manstandingin front of him with a drawn swod in his hand. Joshua
wentup to him and asked are youfor usor for our enemies?@Neithehereplied,
but as commandef the army of the Lord | havenow come.O ThenJoshuafell
facedowrto the groundin reveenceand askedhim, OWhalnessag@Ioesmy Lord
havefor his servant?Orhe commandenf the Lord® army replied, O@ke off your
sandalsfor the placewhee youare standingis holy.GAnd Joshuadid so.O

We learn from this encounter that when we serve the Lord, when we follow
the Lord, we do not do things on our own. Everything is for the Lord, everything
is for His glory Joshua refused to move or to go forward until He is sure 06GodO
presence, and until He was sure that it is God who will lead. God had repeatedly
promised to be with Joshua, and now this promise reached fruition. Joshua was a
man who refused to compromise; there are two sides in this great spiritual battle,
the Lord®and the other side. Joshua was reminded that his role was limited and
that it is God who will lead. Like Moses, he realized that he was standing on holy
ground, and so he fell down in worship.

All Joshuahadto do thenwasto listen, to obey andto let God do therest. God
hadalreadywon the victory; God hadalreadygiven and promisedJerichoto him.

What God askedof Joshuavasto stepoutin faith andto claim the victory. What
battlesare you fighting today? Are they the Lord® or your own? Too often we
fight the wrong battlesoverthe wrong things.Too often we forgetthatis the Lord

who will fight His own battles,andthat He invites us to join Him in the victory.

JamesHudsonTaylor who foundedthe ChinaInland Mission oncesaid: Orhee
are threewaysto do God®work: Oneis to makethe bestplanswe canand carry
themout to the bestof our abilityEor, havingcarefully laid out our plansand de-

terminedto carry themthrough,we mayaskGodto help us,andto prosperusin

connectionwith themE Yet anotherway of working is to begin with God; to ask
Him for His plans and to offer ourselvesto Him to carry out His purposesO
Joshualoesthethird. Which pathwill you chooseyour own or His?
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