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Intr oduction:  Question from last week: What is the difference between a gift and 
a miracle?  Good to clarify.  Miracles are something only God can do, because 
there is no other way for it to happen.  The idea of gifts encompasses all of life: 
every person and every moment.  Both come directly from God.  Both should lead 
to us giving glory to God.  Why do we not see more miracles?  We must learn to 
view life, to look at life with eyes of faith.  We must also get ready if  we want to 
see God at work.

Remembering Whose We Ar e

 If  we want to see and experience the fullness of the power, presence and person of 
God in our lives, we must remember whose we are, and Who God is.  One impor-
tant point to remember is that God does things differently than we do.  From a hu-
man perspective, the beginning of Joshua chapter five is the perfect time for Israel 
to march on Jericho.  After all, we know from 5:1, Òall the Amorite kings west of 
the Jordan and all the Canaanites kings along the coast heard how the Lord had 
dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until we had crossed over, their hearts 
melted and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites.Ó  The nations are 
literally melting in fear.  Now should be the time!  But not according to God.  In-
stead God told Joshua to circumcise all of the Israelite men.  This will  be a test of 
faith, for this circumcision will  effectively incapacitate every fighting man.  In-
stead of being ready to fight, they will  instead be vulnerable to being defeated.

 Why the command to be circumcised?  The covenant of circumcision reminded 
Israel of who they were and of who God is.  The practice of circumcision reminded 
Israel of the covenant and that they belonged to God and that God belonged to 
them, that they were called to be set apart for and because of God, that they were 
called to live lives of holiness.  God had not asked them to practice this during the 
desert wanderings (5:7), but now that He was about to fulfill  His promises, God 
called them to be set apart anew for Him.  This would be a test of faith.  Would 
they submit to God?  Would they trust God?  Such tests occur often after miracles 
or victories.  God also called them to renew the second defining practice of Israel, 
to celebrate the Passover.  After being circumcised and being set apart for God, 
they remembered how God brought them out of Egypt and how He had promised 
to bring them into the Promised Land.  
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What does this mean for us as believers?  We must have circumcised hearts, 
hearts that belong to God.  As Moses tells us in Deuteronomy 30:6, ÒThe Lord your 
God will  circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 
may love Him with all your heart and with all your soul, and live.Ó  Jesus is our 
Passover, the One who has died for us, who leads us out of death and into new life.  
As Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 5:7, ÒGet rid of the old yeast that you may be a 
new batch without yeast-as you really are.  For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has 
been sacrificed.Ó  If  we want to experience and be ready for God to move and work 
in and through us, we must commit ourselves to extensive and thorough repentance 
and confession.  We must set ourselves apart again for God, allowing the Holy 
Spirit to circumcise our hearts anew, embracing what Jesus has done for us on the 
cross.  We must be willing to surrender all to the Lord.  Only then will  we experi-
ence the fullness and power of God.

GodÕs Care is Constant

 In Joshua 5:11-12 we see the constant, albeit changing care of God for His people, 
in order that His promises might be fulfilled.  We learn that Òthe day after the 
Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the land; unleavened bread 
and roasted grain.  The manna stopped the day after they ate this food from the 
land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year they ate of the 
produce of Canaan.Ó  Remember what God had promised repeatedly about the 
Promised Land?  The faithful spies had affirmed in Numbers 14:7-8:  ÒThe land we 
passed through is exceedingly good.  If  the Lord is pleased with us, He will  lead us 
into that land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and will  give it to us.Ó  On that 
day, Israel began to experience the promise and fulfillment of God.  On that day, 
the miracle of manna ceased as GodÕs original intent was fulfilled.   GodÕs provi-
sion then moved from supernatural to natural, from miraculous to normal.  GodÕs 
resources are always enough.  God will take care of us, of you and of me, and God 
will  do so either naturally or supernaturally.  In doing so, God is calling them and 
us to focus on the new life He has for us, not the old.  Too often, we look back at 
the past longingly and misleadingly, instead of joyfully  and trustfully looking for-
ward to what God has for us.  In the Lord, the best is always yet to come.
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The Battle is the LordÕs

 One thing we need to remember is that the battle is not oursÕ, it is GodÕs.  And 
God is always seeking to be glorified.  After Joshua had faithfully led the nation of 
Israel through both the rites of circumcision and Passover, he had a momentous 
visitor and interaction.  When Joshua drew near Jericho in 5:13-5, Òhe looked up 
and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand.  Joshua 
went up to him and asked, are you for us or for our enemies?Õ  ÒNeither he replied, 
but as commander of the army of the Lord I  have now come.Ó  Then Joshua fell 
facedown to the ground in reverence and asked him, ÔWhat message does my Lord 
have for his servant?Õ  The commander of the LordÕs army replied, ÔTake off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.Õ And Joshua did so.Ó

 We learn from this encounter that when we serve the Lord, when we follow 
the Lord, we do not do things on our own.  Everything is for the Lord, everything 
is for His glory.  Joshua refused to move or to go forward until He is sure of GodÕs 
presence, and until He was sure that it is God who will lead.  God had repeatedly 
promised to be with Joshua, and now this promise reached fruition.  Joshua was a 
man who refused to compromise; there are two sides in this great spiritual battle, 
the LordÕs and the other side.  Joshua was reminded that his role was limited and 
that it is God who will lead.  Like Moses, he realized that he was standing on holy 
ground, and so he fell down in worship.  

 All  Joshua had to do then was to listen, to obey, and to let God do the rest.  God 
had already won the victory; God had already given and promised Jericho to him.  
What God asked of Joshua was to step out in faith and to claim the victory.  What 
battles are you fighting today?   Are they the LordÕs or your own? Too often we 
fight the wrong battles over the wrong things. Too often we forget that is the Lord 
who will  fight His own battles, and that He invites us to join Him in the victory.   
James Hudson Taylor who founded the China Inland Mission once said:  ÒThere 
are three ways to do GodÕs work:  One is to make the best plans we can and carry 
them out to the best of our abilityÉor , having carefully laid out our plans and de-
termined to carry them through, we may ask God to help us, and to prosper us in 
connection with themÉYet another way of working is to begin with God; to ask 
Him for His plans and to offer ourselves to Him to carry out His purposes.Ó  
Joshua does the third.  Which path will you choose: your own or His?
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