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OEnjoying Soft HeartsO
May 28, 2006
Matthew 5:31-2; 19:1-12

Intr oduction: In the Sermonon the Mount, we seethat Jesuss addressinghe
stateof our hearts,of whatis in our hearts. Do we havesoft heartsor hardhearts,
heartsthat yearnfor God or for self? How are your heartstoday? How canwe
allow the Holy Spirit to softenthem?

Hard Hearts that Reflect a Hard World

Jesuswas speakingto GrecoRomanand Jewishworlds that had beendevastated
by sinful and selfish misunderstanding®f sexuality marriage and divorce.
Barclay for example saysthat Greekmarriagesveredestroyediueto extramarital
relationships. Therewas a definite double standard,as marriedwomenwere in
seclusionand were expectedto be completelypure , whereasmen were given
licenseto do whateverthey pleased. As Demosthenesexplainsit, QM have
courtesansfor the sakeof pleasue; we have concubinesfor the sake of daily
cohabitation;we havewivesfor the purposeof havingchildrenlegitimatelyand of
having a faithful guardian for all our householdaffairs.O Divorce was rampant,
andthe Greekshadno conceptof moral purity or maritalfidelity. Barclaysaysthat
althoughthe Romansconqueredhe Greeksin a military sensejn a social sense,
the Greeksbecameadominant. This wasa greattragedyfor all of Romanlife was
rootedin the home. The Romanmatronswerenot assecludedcandtook full partin
all of life. Modestinusa Romanijurist, said, Marriage is a life long fellowshipof
all divine and humanrights.OAfter being interwovensocially with the Greeks,
divorce becameas commonas marriage. So, in Greco-Romarsociety marriage
wasbothimpermanenandnot exclusive.

How did the Jewsview marriage?In theoryandin the Law, the Jewshada
very high ideal of marriage. Marriagewasviewedasa sacredduty, which all men
were boundand expectedio undertake. Jewsideally abhorreddivorce, for asin
Malachi2:16, Godflatly stateshatHe hatesdivorce. Tragically, overtime, Israel
lost its grip on this idealandbecamdike the pagansall aroundthem. Partof the
problemwas that women were viewed as possessionsf their fathers,and then
later husbandsThereweretwo main schoolsof thoughtwithin the Jewishsociety
about divorce, both centeringaroundthe meaningof the word indecencyfrom
Deuteronomy24:1, whereMosessays,Of a man marriesa womanwho becomes
displeasingto him becausehe finds somethingndecentabout her, and he writes
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her a certificate of divorceEO Shammaied oneschoolof thoughtthat arguedfor
aconservativaneaning thatindecencycouldonly be viewedassexualimmorality.
Hillel, on the otherhand,amguedthatindecencycould be widely interpreted such
as bad cooking, aguing with in-laws, talking to strangemenin the street,being
guarrelsomeor evenif they metanotherwomanwho wasmoreattractive. At the
time of Jesusthe Hillel schoolwasin vogue. Divorce wasrampant. In fact, some
women were afraid to get married since they would have no security and no
guarantees. Israel had a moral framework to uplift marriage and discourage
divorce, but unfortunately they decidedto be like the nationsaroundthem. How
did Jesugall themandcall usto be holy andsetapartfor God?

God Loves andAffirms Marriage

When questionedoy the Pharisee®n divorce, Jesusvent backto the beginning,
to the beginningof Scriptureandthe beginningof time, to remindthem of God®
creativeintent andplan for them,for our world. Adam and Eve were createdfor
eachother to completeeachother to do awaywith lonelinessTheyweregiven by
Jesusas a model for each of us, for divorce would have been impossible,
inadvisableandsimply wrong for AdamandEve. The Jewishword for marriageis
kiddushin which meansconsecratear sanctified. In a marriage,eachpersonis
consecratedor setapartexclusivelyfor the other In gettingmarried,they leave
their parentsandtheir old way of life to becomeoneflesh. Marriageinvolvesa
complete unity, which brings a completenesgo each spouse,a sharing of all
circumstancesndexperience life. The basisof marriagethenis togetherness.
The basisfor togethernesss consideratenessLove is corefor a marriage,not a
self-centeredove, but a Christ-like love, alove thatdiesandis pouredout for our
spouse.TheBiblical principlethenis thatdivorceis wronganda sin. Marriageis
to beboth exclusiveandpermanent.

The PhariseesskedJesusaboutthe Mosaicteaching. Jesusemindedthemthat
Mosesdid not commanddivorce, but ratherlegislateddivorce as a concessiorio
the brokennes®f their heartsand lives. The Ten Commandmentsnakeit clear
that marriageis importantto God, and the Law madeit clear that adulteryis so
wrong that it should be punishedby death. Jesusstatedthat Mosesdiscussed
divorce only as a meansof regulatingwhat would otherwiselead to utter chaos.
Jesusdid not contradictMosesor the Law, but rather explainedGod® original
intent from the beginning. In fact, Jesuswas very clear aboutwhy divorce was
permitted. Jesussays,Mosespermittedyou to divorce your wivesbecauseyour
heartswere hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.O It is our hard
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heartsoursin, our selfishnesswhich hasled to divorce.In fact, divorceis not part
of God®creativeor life giving planfor ourworld.

Jesuggivesonly oneexceptionfor divorce,that of marital unfaithfulness. Under

the Mosaic Law, adultery was punishableby death, and even though such
punishmentvasnot enforcedtheresultis the same for adulteryleadsto deathof a
marriage,freeing up the offendedpersonto remarrywithout guilt. The Greek
word herefor marital unfaithfulnesss porneig which encompassedny immoral
sexualpractice.Not only is thereonly one exception Jesussaysthat Ganyonewho
divorces his wife, exceptfor marital unfaithfulness,causesher to becomean
adulteess,and anyonewho marriesthe divorcedwomancommitsadulteryO Stott
saysthatthe personwho sinsby seekingdivorcevia humanlaw is still viewedas
beingmarriedin the eyesof God, andthuscommitsadulteryand causesothersto
commit adultery Vaughnalso suggestghat the Greekword herekai can mean
either and or in orderto. If someonedivorcesin order to remarry they are
committing adultery Jesusis seekingto protectwomenfrom the selfishnessof
their husbandsand is critiquing men who divorce for selfish reasons. Jesusis
statingthatdivorceon demands asin.

Having Soft Hearts

The Bible makesit clearthat our heartsareto be soft. Hard heartsarea sign of
sin, of selfishnessopf doing thingsour own way for our own agenda. We seethis
throughoutthe Bible: (Blesseds the personwho alwaysfearsthe Lord, but they
who hardentheir heartfalls into trouble OProverbs28:14, Paulsaysin Ephesians
4:18, Orhey(theGentiles)are darkenedn their understandingand separatedrom
the life of God becauseof the ignorancethat is in themdue to the hardening of
their hearts.O Hard heartsthen stemsfrom sin and denial of God. How canwe
have soft hearts? By being prayerful. By being Spirit filled. By choosing
reconciliationover discord. By choosingto forgive rather than by clinging to
wrongsand pains. By choosingto love andlive for our spouse ratherthan for
ourselves. By choosingto hangin there,evenwhentemptedto flee. By caring
and serving, ratherthan withholding love or affection. Any and all brokenand
strainedrelationshipsanbetracedbackto a hardeningof the heart. Let uschoose
to be soft heartedjust asJesusvasandis to eachof us.
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