
“Do Over”
Joshua 8:1-35

October 29, 2006

Introduction:  Has anyone had a perfect week or morning?  If not, this sermon is 
for you.  Our God is a God of do-overs, and this morning, we see how He gives 
Israel one.  Let us reflect too on how He gives us do-overs.

Another Chance

 Our God is a God of second chances.  We see this in Joshua, where the nation of 
Israel gets to experience a do-over.  They will be given another chance to prove 
their faith as they march on Ai a second time.  Listen carefully to what God tells 
Joshua in 8:1-2, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.  Take the whole army 
with you, and go up and attack Ai.  For I have delivered into your hands the king of 
Ai, his people, his city and his land.  You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to 
Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off  their plunder and livestock for 
yourselves.  Set an ambush behind the city.”  

No matter what mistakes we make, the worst mistake is to give up, to not try 
again, to give up on who we can be in Christ, to give up on what God can do in and 
through us.  F.W. Robertson, a British preacher from the mid 19th century once 
said, “Life, like war, is a series of mistakes, and one is  not the best Christian nor 
the best general who makes the fewest false steps.  Poor mediocrity may secure 
that; but one is the best who wins the most splendid victories by the retrieval of 
mistakes.  Forget mistakes; organize victories out of  mistakes.”  Henry Ford would 
agree, for he once said, “mistakes are an opportunity to begin again, more intelli-
gently.”  How do you deal with your mistakes, with your sins?

Joshua dealt with his mistakes by turning aside from his sin, and by being 
obedient to the Lord again and anew.  We see that as He does, God encourages 
him.  God knows our hearts and God knows that we need to be encouraged when 
we are picking ourselves up and dusting ourselves off.  God reminds Joshua that 
He is still with him, and that He will go before him.  Joshua then is reminded of 
what God has already promised several times.  God remains faithful to His prom-
ises, despite and in the midst of our faithlessness.  God also promises Joshua a 
victory, and that again it is God who will win the battle.  God also tells Joshua how 
to proceed.  Joshua does not repeat the error of his ways here.  God gives Joshua a 
second chance; a chance to redeem himself; a chance to reflect the character of 
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God; a chance to believe; a chance to trust as he seeks God, listens, and obeys.  
God proves to be faithful even in the midst of our lack of faith.  Physics project.

God Does a New Thing

 Although God’s character is constant and eternal, God likes to change things up, 
by doing things differently, so that we will not get complacent in our faith.  Our 
God is a God of new beginnings and of variety.  God intentionally uses different 
methods, so that we will not become overly dependent on personal experience.  
Instead, God wants us to rely on His promises and His character.  We see this in 
this text from Joshua, where God gave them a completely different strategy and 
plan than that of Jericho.  At Jericho, Israel saw and experienced a powerful and 
compelling miracle.  At Ai, at least for the second time, they will experience a 
clever strategy from God.  Each battle then involved a different way in which God 
worked.

 At Ai, God was organizing and bringing victory out of Israel’s mistakes.  Notice 
that God calls them to act the second time just like they did the first time, in that 
they will initially run away in fear.  The difference this time is that God will back 
them up, that God will be there with them.  So, Israel must face up to their failure 
as they approach Ai.  Unlike Jericho, they would also have to fight, to show God 
how serious they were, and how they were willing to trust in Him.  By obeying 
God and by stepping out in faith, or rather by fleeing in faith, they experienced 
God’s redemptive victory.  In doing so, they saw that God was still in charge.

 Are you waiting on God for something right now?  At times, we make the mistake 
of waiting for God to do the same thing twice.  God calls us to seek Him with all of 
who we are, to seek Him in this moment; for as we do, we know we will find Him, 
and He will lead us.  Let us not be paralyzed by inaction or fear, but rather be ener-
gized by faith and trust in God.  Let us set aside our comfort zones, to experience 
God doing a new thing in our lives. May we learn to look for God in little and un-
expected ways.  

New Commitment

 After this victory of the Lord’s, Israel rededicated their lives to God, by renewing 
the covenant on Mount Ebal.  Whenever we return to God, we must renew our re-
lationship with Him and our commitment to Him.  What are some of the elements 
of this that we find here?  Joshua built a stone altar, one that had not been designed 
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by human hands, and then burnt offerings as a sign of commitment.  This was done 
to bring glory to God alone.  Joshua then reaffirmed the Law in the land of prom-
ise.  This was a reminder that God must be trusted and must be obeyed. The read-
ing of the Word also reminded Israel of who they were, and of who God is.  It is 
God who was in charge, who was in control, who demanded they live holy lives.  It 
was Israel’s job to prayerfully and faithfully respond in trust and obedience.  We 
too are called to listen, to hear, to obey as we love our God with all of who we are, 
and as we love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 27:37-40).  We are saved by 
faith, and we enjoy by faith, new life.  
 
 What do-overs is God allowing us this morning?  How can we be like God and let 
others have do-overs as well?
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