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Intr oduction: Hasanyonehada perfectweekor morning? If not, this sermonis
for you. Our Godis a God of do-overs,andthis morning,we seehow He gives
Israelone. Let usreflecttoo on how He givesusdo-overs.

Another Chance

Our Godis a God of secondchances.We seethis in Joshuawherethe nation of
Israel getsto experiencea do-over They will be given anotherchanceto prove
their faith asthey marchon Ai a secondtime. Listen carefully to what God tells
Joshuain 8:1-2, o not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army
with you,andgo up andattackAi. For | havedeliveredinto your handstheking of
Al, his people,his city and his land. You shall do to Ai andits king as youdid to
Jerichoand its king, exceptthat you may carry off their plunderand livestockfor
yourselves.Setan ambustbehindthe city.O

No matterwhatmistakesve make,theworstmistakeis to give up, to nottry
again,to give up on who we canbein Christ,to give up onwhatGodcandoin and
throughus. FW. Robertson,a British preacherfrom the mid 19" centuryonce
said, Q.ife, like war, is a seriesof mistakesand oneis not the bestChristian nor
the bestgeneralwho makesthe fewestfalse steps. Poor mediocrity may secue
that; but oneis the bestwho wins the mostsplendidvictories by the retrieval of
mistakes.Forget mistakesprganizevictoriesout of mistakesO Henry Ford would
agree for he oncesaid, Onistakesare an opportunityto beginagain, more intelli-
gentlyO How do you dealwith your mistakeswith your sins?

Joshuadealtwith his mistakesby turning asidefrom his sin, and by being
obedientto the Lord againandanew We seethat as He does,God encourages
him. God knowsour heartsand God knowsthatwe needto be encouragedavhen
we are picking ourselvesup and dustingourselvesoff. God remindsJoshuathat
He is still with him, andthat He will go beforehim. Joshuahenis remindedof
what God hasalreadypromisedseveraltimes. God remainsfaithful to His prom
ises, despiteand in the midst of our faithlessness.God also promisesJoshuaa
victory, andthatagainit is Godwho will win the battle. Godalsotells Joshughow
to proceed. Joshuadoesnot repeatthe error of hiswayshere. God givesJoshuaa
secondchance;a chanceto redeemhimself; a chanceto reflect the characterof
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God; a chanceto believe;a chanceto trust as he seeksGod, listens,and obeys.
Godprovesto befaithful evenin the midstof our lack of faith. Physicsproject.

God Does a New hing

Although God®charactelis constantand eternal,God likes to changethings up,
by doing things differently, so that we will not get complacentn our faith. Our
Godis a God of new beginningsand of variety God intentionally usesdifferent
methods,so that we will not becomeoverly dependenbn personalexperience.
Instead,God wantsus to rely on His promisesand His character We seethis in
this text from Joshuawhere God gavethem a completelydifferent strategyand
plan thanthat of Jericho. At Jericho,lsraelsawand experienceda powerful and
compelling miracle. At Ai, at leastfor the secondtime, they will experiencea
cleverstrategyfrom God. Eachbattletheninvolved a differentway in which God
worked.

At Ai, God was organizingand bringing victory out of Israel®mistakes. Notice

that God callsthemto actthe secondtime just like they did the first time, in that

theywill initially runawayin fear The differencethis time is that God will back
themup, that God will betherewith them. So, Israelmustfaceup to their failure

asthey approachAi. Unlike Jericho,they would alsohaveto fight, to show God

how seriousthey were, and how they were willing to trustin Him. By obeying

God and by steppingout in faith, or ratherby fleeing in faith, they experienced
God®©redemptivevictory. In doingso,theysawthatGodwasstill in chage.

Are you waiting on Godfor somethingight now? At times,we makethe mistake
of waiting for Godto do thesamething twice. Godcallsusto seekHim with all of
who we are,to seekHim in this moment;for aswe do, we know we will find Him,
andHe will leadus. Let usnot beparalyzedoy inactionor fear, butratherbe ener
gizedby faith andtrustin God. Let ussetasideour comfortzones,to experience
Goddoinganewthingin our lives. May we learnto look for Godin little andun-
expectedvays.

New Commitment
After this victory of the Lord@, Israelrededicatedheir lives to God, by renewing
the covenanton Mount Ebal. Whenevewe returnto God, we mustrenewour re-

lationshipwith Him andour commitmentto Him. Whatare someof the elements
of this thatwe find here? Joshuabvuilt a stonealtar, onethathadnotbeendesigned
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by humanhandsandthenburntofferingsasa signof commitment. Thiswasdone
to bring glory to God alone. Joshuahenreafirmed the Law in the land of prom:

ise. This wasareminderthat God mustbe trustedandmustbe obeyed.Theread

ing of the Word alsoremindedisraelof who they were,and of who Godis. It is

Godwhowasin chage,whowasin control,who demandedheylive holy lives. It

was Israel®job to prayerfully and faithfully respondin trust and obedience. We
too arecalledto listen,to hear to obeyaswe love our Godwith all of who we are,
andaswe love our neighborsasourselvegMatthew27:37-40). We are savedby
faith, andwe enjoyby faith, newlife.

Whatdo-oversis Godallowing usthis morning? How canwe belike Godandlet
othershavedo-oversaswell?
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