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Intr oduction: Life is full of choices. Do you everthink abouthow manychoices
you makeeachday? It is kind of mind bogglingto ponder This morning,for ex-

ample,andremembet amjustreally gettingstartedwith theday, | havehadto de-

cide: whenl will wakeup (sincel wantto be on time for church,a goodthing to

choose)what! will wear(colderweatherdictateswarmerclothes,did | wearthis

lastweek,would anyoneremembeif | did); what! will havefor breakfastpr what
canl convincemy Dadto cookfor breakfast.All of the majoreventsor dynamics
in our lives involve choices: school,marriage careerhousescars,beinga parent.
How canwe makegoodchoices?How canwe chooseto grow in our relationship
with God? How canwe choosdo makeGoda priority today?

Choosing to beThankful

As we review our lives, we realizethat it is God who hasbeenorchestratinghe
variouseventsof our lives. Joshuaemindslsraelof thisin Joshua&4. Joshuae-
minds them that as they look to the future, they must rememberwhat God had
donefor themin the past. First, Joshuasuggestedod choselsrael,not vice versa.
God choseAbraham,becausé&odwasgracious. Abrahamdid not do anythingto
impressGod or to earnGod®favor. We needto be carefulwhenwe discussour
own relationshipwith God. At times,| hearsomeChristiansaskor discusswvhen
theyweresavedor whenthey madea decisionfor the Lord. Biblically speakingt
iIs Godwho chooseaus first. God electsto havea relationshipwith us out of His
grace. It is Godthenwho choosedo havearelationshipwith us(24:2-4).

SecondGoddeliveredisrael. It wasGodwho broughtisraelout of Egypt; it was
Godwho broughtthemthroughthe Red Sea;it wasGodwho destroyedhe Egyp
tian army; it was God who brought them through the desert;it was God who
broughttheminto the Promised_and andclearedout the nations;it was God who
gavethema land morerich andamazingthanthey deserved.The emphasidereis
on God and on what God had graciouslydonefor them. Whenwe look backat
our lives, whenwe werein dire need,who rescuedus? | know for me, it hasonly
beenGod, and definitely not I. Recentlyl havebeenlearningthat if | wantto
overcomegrief andhavetrue andlastingjoy again,l canonly do soasl amfilled
and empoweredoy the Holy Spirit (24:5-13). Who or what is the focus of our
gratitude this week? Ourselves,othersor God? We always sharearoundthe
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thanksgivingtablewhatwe arethankful for. This morningandeverymorning,let
us not forget who we are thankful for, andwho it is that gives us reasongo be
thankful,God.

ChoosingWho to Serve

DespiteeverythingGod hasdonefor us,we arestill facedwith a choice. Will we
serveHIim? Or will we serveourselves?Joshuahrowsdownthe spiritualgauntlet
beforethe Israelites sayingin 23:14-5,Nowfear the Lord and serveHim with all
faithfulness. Throw away the godsyour forefathersworshipedbeyondthe river
and in Egypt,and servethe Lord. But if servingthe Lord seemaundesirableto
you, then choosefor yourselveshis day whomyou will serve,whetherthe gods
your forefathersservedbeyondthe River or the godsof the Amorites,in whose
land you are living. Butasfor meand my householdwe will servethe Lord.O Is-
raelwasfacedwith a variety of deitiesto chooserom. They could servetheir an
cestofd gods,thoseof the nationsaroundthem,or the One God, the God of Israel.
Eachof themwereall servingone or the other of the deities;the key choicewas
which one. Which Godareyou servingthis morning?

Whenyou look at the life of Joshuaijt is clearthat He wasa servantof the
Lord, eventhoughat timeshe still slippedandmadebadchoices. He wasone of
the two faithful spies,who stoodup againstthe prevailingsocialpressurdo ques
tion the promisesof God concerninghe Promised_and. Joshueacalledthe people
to affirm the importanceof choosingonceandfor all who they would serveand
who they would worship. The peoplehad waffled and waveredfor too long for
they continuedto be distractedby pagandeitiesand the godsof the Canaanites.
Theyneededo decide. Joshuehadmadehis decision. Now they musttoo. Now,
somustwe. Who or whatis distractingyou this morningfrom God?

Choosing God

The choiceto serveGod involves certaincommitments. Joshuaold themin 19,
23, Ofou are not able to servethe Lord. He is a holy God; He is a jealousGod.
He will notforgiveyour rebellionandyour sinsEThrow awaythe foreigngodsthat
are amongyou and yield your heartsto the Lord, the God of Israel.O Now;, nor-
mally whenwe think of jealousy it is in a negativesense. But whenwe think of
Godbeingjealous,we areimplicitly referringto His aboundingove, alove which
cannottoleratecompetitionor unfaithfulness. The analogyof marriageis helpful
here,as most spousesvould be very jealousor unhappyat the merethoughtof
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their spousebeing unfaithful. God is like our spouse. We areto be so closeto
God, that we becomeunited and one with God. Our heartsshouldbe so full of
love for Him, thatthereis no roomfor anyothergod.

We mustalso be awarethat thereare a variety of thingsor peopleout therethat
competdor our allegiance.Spousesparentschildren,friendsandevenloverscan
castspellsover us, which preventus from seeingclearly who we are or who we
canbein God. Otherthingscanalsobecomealtersthatwe chooseto worshipat,
such as success,busyness,prestige, money status, possessionsawards or
achievementsgetc. We mustchooseto stop straddlingthe fenceand move deeper
into God. We mustchooseto exertinfluenceon others,ratherthan being pushed
aroundby them. We must not take a decisionfor Christ lightly. We must be
chooseo give all of whowe areto God,to Jesus.We mustdevoteour souls,lives,
heartsandhopesto Him. We mustchooseHim, in responséo His alreadychoos
ing us.
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