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Introduction:  Life is full of choices.  Do you ever think about how many choices 
you make each day?  It is kind of mind boggling to ponder.  This morning, for ex-
ample, and remember I am just really getting started with the day, I have had to de-
cide: when I will wake up (since I want to be on time for church, a good thing to 
choose); what I will wear (colder weather dictates warmer clothes, did I wear this 
last week, would anyone remember if I did); what I will have for breakfast, or what 
can I convince my Dad to cook for breakfast.  All of the major events or dynamics 
in our lives involve choices:  school, marriage, career, houses, cars, being a parent.  
How can we make good choices?  How can we choose to grow in our relationship 
with God?  How can we choose to make God a priority today?

Choosing to be Thankful

 As we review our lives, we realize that it is God who has been orchestrating the 
various events of our lives.  Joshua reminds Israel of this in Joshua 24.  Joshua re-
minds them that as they look to the future, they must remember what God had 
done for them in the past.  First, Joshua suggested God chose Israel, not vice versa. 
 God chose Abraham, because God was gracious.  Abraham did not do anything to 
impress God or to earn God’s favor. We need to be careful when we discuss our 
own relationship with God.  At times, I hear some Christians ask or discuss when 
they were saved or when they made a decision for the Lord.  Biblically speaking it 
is God who chooses us first.  God elects to have a relationship with us out of His 
grace.  It is God then who chooses to have a relationship with us (24:2-4).

 Second, God delivered Israel.  It was God who brought Israel out of Egypt; it was 
God who brought them through the Red Sea; it was God who destroyed the Egyp-
tian army; it was God who brought them through the desert; it was God who 
brought them into the Promised Land and cleared out the nations; it was God who 
gave them a land more rich and amazing than they deserved.  The emphasis here is 
on God and on what God had graciously done for them.   When we look back at 
our lives, when we were in dire need, who rescued us?  I know for me, it has only 
been God, and definitely not I.  Recently I have been learning that if I want to 
overcome grief and have true and lasting joy again, I can only do so as I am filled 
and empowered by the Holy Spirit (24:5-13).  Who or what is the focus of our 
gratitude this week?  Ourselves, others or God?  We always share around the 
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thanksgiving table what we are thankful for.  This morning and every morning, let 
us not forget who we are thankful for, and who it is that gives us reasons to be 
thankful, God.

Choosing Who to Serve

 Despite everything God has done for us, we are still faced with a choice.  Will we 
serve Him?  Or will we serve ourselves?  Joshua throws down the spiritual gauntlet 
before the Israelites, saying in 23:14-5, “Now fear the Lord and serve Him with all 
faithfulness.  Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the river 
and in Egypt, and serve the Lord.  But if  serving the Lord seems undesirable to 
you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods 
your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land you are living.  But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  Is-
rael was faced with a variety of deities to choose from.  They could serve their an-
cestor’s gods, those of the nations around them, or the One God, the God of Israel.  
Each of them were all serving one or the other of the deities; the key choice was 
which one.  Which God are you serving this morning? 

When you look at the life of Joshua, it is clear that He was a servant of the 
Lord, even though at times he still slipped and made bad choices.  He was one of 
the two faithful spies, who stood up against the prevailing social pressure to ques-
tion the promises of God concerning the Promised Land.  Joshua called the people 
to affirm the importance of choosing once and for all who they would serve and 
who they would worship.  The people had waffled and wavered for too long for 
they continued to be distracted by pagan deities and the gods of the Canaanites.  
They needed to decide.  Joshua had made his decision.  Now they must too.  Now, 
so must we.  Who or what is distracting you this morning from God?  

Choosing God

 The choice to serve God involves certain commitments.  Joshua told them in 19, 
23, “You are not able to serve the Lord.  He is a holy God; He is a jealous God.  
He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins…Throw away the foreign gods that 
are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.”    Now, nor-
mally when we think of jealousy, it is in a negative sense.  But when we think of 
God being jealous, we are implicitly referring to His abounding love, a love which 
cannot tolerate competition or unfaithfulness.  The analogy of marriage is helpful 
here, as most spouses would be very jealous or unhappy at the mere thought of 
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their spouse being unfaithful.  God is like our spouse.  We are to be so close to 
God, that we become united and one with God.  Our hearts should be so full of 
love for Him, that there is no room for any other god.  

 We must also be aware that there are a variety of things or people out there that 
compete for our allegiance.  Spouses, parents, children, friends and even lovers can 
cast spells over us, which prevent us from seeing clearly who we are or who we 
can be in God.  Other things can also become alters that we choose to worship at, 
such as success, busyness, prestige, money, status, possessions, awards or 
achievements, etc.  We must choose to stop straddling the fence and move deeper 
into God.  We must choose to exert influence on others, rather than being pushed 
around by them.  We must not take a decision for Christ lightly.  We must be 
choose to give all of who we are to God, to Jesus.  We must devote our souls, lives, 
hearts and hopes to Him.  We must choose Him, in response to His already choos-
ing us.
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