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Intr oduction: As | havebeenprayingfor this sermonseries,God hasrepeatedly
broughtto mind theideaof blessing. Onething thatl believeis thateachof usare
blessedandthatthe ideaof blessingin the kingdomis differentthanin the world,
that often, we areblessedvithout beingawareof it, becauseve areexpectingand
wanting somethingelse or somethingdifferent. | also believethat God wantsto
reorienthow we view our lives, our world and our relationshipwith Him, so that
we can enjoy the blessingsof His promises,provision, presenceand protection.
Whatdoesit look like to be blessedwhatdoesit meanto be blessed?Let uspon
derthis aswe explorethe Beatitudedogether

The Blessing of Life

Godwantsusto enjoy andhavethe fullnessof life, andso God intentionallyand
explicitly shareswith us how to find life, how to live life, how to seeklife. As
David saysin Psalm1:1-3, OBlessedbs the personwho doesnot walk in the coun
sel of the wickedor standin the way of sinnersor sit in the seatof mockers. But
their delightis in the law of the Lord, and on His law theymeditateday and night.
Theyare like a treeplantedby streamsof water whichyieldsits fruit in seasorand
whoseleaf doesnot wither Whatevertheydo prospers.Olf we wantto enjoy the
blessingof life, we are mustwalk away from selfishnessfrom self absorption,
from being self centered. We are calledinsteadto delightin the Law of God, to
activelyandjoyfully seekto knowwho Godis andwhy He hasgivenuslife. If we
delightin and enjoy God®Word, we will enjoy God® plan and purposefor our
lives. We will alsobelife giving to otherswho will seeandenjoy God®presence
in andthroughus. God wantsusto be who He hascreatedusto be,andHe wants
usto havelife, soHe hasgivenusHis word.

Thereareultimately two waysof living in our world, for God andfor self. Jesus
stresseshis in Matthew 7:13-14,whereHe says,(Enter throughthe narrow gate.
For wideis the gateand broad s the road that leadsto destruction,and manyen
ter throughit. Butsmallis thegateandnarrowtheroadthatleadsto life, andonly
a fewfind it.O Life flows from God, from seekingto be rootedand groundedin
God®word andGod®&will. Deathflows from sin, from selfishnessirom choosing
to live for one®self. As David says,in 1:4-6, Not so the wicked! Theyare like
chaffthat the wind blowsaway Theefore the wickedwill not standin the judg-
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ment,nor sinnersin the assemblyof the righteous. For the Lord watchesoverthe
way of the righteous,but the way of the wickedwill perish.O The imageryfor
chaf hereis interesting. Chaf was carriedaway by the lightestwind, andits re-
moval brings cleansingof whatis utterly useless.At the time of the harvest,the
farmerwould pick up the grain with a pitchfork, the grain would fall to the floor
andthe chaf would blow away If we wantour lives to be usefulandto havesub
stancewe needto berootedandgroundedn His Word, in orderthatwe might be
life giving to others,andin orderthatwe will withstandthe pressuresf life.

The Blessing of Needing God

We areto delightin the Law of the Lord becauseave areto celebrateour needfor
God. Christianity is not a religion for self-suficient people,but for thosewho
deeply desperatelyong for a God who can provide, protectand be presentwith
them. As Jesussaysin Matthew5:3, (Blessedare the poor in spirit, for theirsis
the kingdomof heaven.Oln the Old Testamentthis word blessedmeantdeeply
happyor blessedandrefersto the indescribablgoy andblessingof beingsaved,
of knowing God, of beingapartof the kingdomof God. As Christians,we areto
havea deepinnerjoy in knowingandbeinglovedby Jesus.Our faith is to makea
distinct and profounddifferenceandimpactin our lives. We are blessedbecause
we know andhaveJesusn our lives, becausaeve know we aresavedforgivenand
setfree. Godblessesisandgivesusjoy aswe trust inHim.

Jesusenjoyedusinglanguagethat contradictedsocialviews andthat would make
usthink. The poorin spirit are blessedpbecausehe poorin spirit are morelikely

to completelyrely on God: for the meetingof their mostbasicneedsfor all that
they have. The term for poor heremeanseitheronewho is so poor that they are
absolutelydestituteor the poor who are helplessand who thus humbly trust in

God. In Israel,povertyandpiety wereinter linked andinter woven. Therighteous
poorwereof specialconcernto Godandthe comingof the kingdomof heavenvas
partially to blessandto meetthe needsof the poor. The phrasegoorin spirit and
the poorweresynonymousn the day of Jesus.As EugenePetersonephrased in

the MessageOrou are blessedvhenyouCe at the end of your rope. With lessof

you, there is more of GodandHis rule.O

At times, we canfeel self consciousor evenembarrasedbecauseour lives
aren®as togetheras we would like or becausewe are a little rough aroundthe
edges. The goodnewsis thatwe needGod, andthat God lovesus enoughto gra-
ciously embraceus evenwhenwe are at our worstand cannotembraceourselves.
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Whenwe seeandembraceour deepneedfor God, we are blessedbecausdhatis
when God brings His presenceandkingdominto our hearts mindsandlives. Je
sussayswe areblessedvhenwe seethatwe areutterly helplessandwhenwe put
our full trustin God. We cannothopeto live without God,andsowe celebrateour
needfor God,andwe celebrateghat Godis powerfulenoughto meetandtakecare
of our needsandour lives. Obedienceandtrust go handin hand,and so we are
calledto obeyandto trust God. As we realizewe are poorin spirit, we seethat
materialthingscannotbring happines®r security and God becomesverythingto
us.

Meeting the Need

Only God can meetour needs. And, do we ever needGod. We are so much
weaker vulnerable jgnorantandselfishthanwe realize. We arenot in control of
our lives, andwe cannotdictateto God how our lives will be or will turnout. We
needGod, we needthe cross,we needgrace. As we seethatwe arepoor or lack-
ing, we canapproachthethroneof gracewith confidenceknowingthat Godloves
usandwill takecareof us. If you areattheendof your ropethis morning,| want
to encourageyou to let go of your rope,andtakeon theyoke of Christ,to let Jesus
take chage and be in control, to trust that Jesuswill take careof you andwatch
overyou, to believethatJesushasthe powerto heal,to setright, to reconcile to set
you free. Jesudells us andinvites usto Ocoméo me,all youwho are wearyand
burdenedand| will giveyourest. Takemyyokeuponyouandlearnfromme,for |
amgentleand humblein heart,and youwill find restfor your souls. For myyoke
is easyand myburdenis light.O Matt 11:28-30.

Bible study study during the week in preparation for Sungasgyer wor-
ship. The term Beatitude means to be supremely blessed or.happy
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