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Introduction:  One thing that I am learning slowly and often the hard way, is to be 
more careful about being prayerful.  It is easy to think I need to solve things, when 
instead God wants me to wait, to seek, to trust and to let Him be God.  How can 
each of us be more careful about being prayerful?

Being Honest

 As believers, it is important that we understand human nature.  Do you believe 
that human beings are essentially good or sinful? As Jeremiah says in 17:9, “The 
heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can understand it?”  
When we fail to be honest, we show that we do not really understand the character 
or person of God.  Like Rahab, the Gibeonites had a cognitive knowledge of God 
for they had heard of what God had done for Israel.  Unlike Rahab, however, they 
did not have an open heart to God, and so they set out to trick Israel.  Although 
human nature suggests that it is easier to lie rather than to tell the truth, God is al-
ways open to all who seek Him genuinely.  The Gibeonites lie not just once, but 
several times.  They lie about being from a far country; about themselves being en-
voys; about being their servants.  They also blaspheme the name of the Lord, say-
ing they had come because of Him, when they had really come only to save their 
own skins. 

 Why do we lie?  To cover our own backs?   Because no one cares about the truth 
anymore?  Because we can get away with it?  Because lies are better than the 
truth?  Because we are spiritually lazy?  Election time-who is telling the truth-
probably no one.  As believers, we are called to live lives distinctly different from 
everyone else around us, to live lives of radical and complete honesty.  Peter tells 
us in 1 Peter 2:1, “Rid yourselves of  all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and 
slander of every kind.”  We are to be people of truth, for the One we follow is the 
epitome of truth.  Jesus tells us in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me.”  We can only come to God by be-
coming people of the truth, by being like Jesus.  
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Seeking God’s Wisdom

 Gullibility is a deep spiritual problem.  Our being deceived can flow from differ-
ent factors, such as from being genuinely confused (that things seem different than 
they are); or from misplaced confidence (from trusting in the wrong person), or 
from being overly confident (from relying on our own wisdom instead of on 
God’s).  Joshua was deceived because he did not consult God.  Instead, he relied 
on his own insight and knowledge, believing that he could accurately gauge what 
was happening.  This was not the first time that Joshua had done this, as he had 
also mistakenly moved forward in the first battle of Ai without consulting God as 
well.   Joshua then had a weakness; that he tended to take matters into his own 
hands, rather than to pray to God.  He failed to do what Proverbs 3:5-6 tells us, 
which is to “trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own under-
standing; in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.”  Joshua also failed to think things through, for an official delegation 
would have planned better.  True faith requires waiting and patience, and seeking 
God’s wisdom and knowledge for as long as it takes to receive an answer. 

Integrity

 Two wrongs don’t make a right.  Joshua did show character by having integrity, by 
sticking to his promises.  Integrity is sadly a fading concept or character trait in our 
world today.  God wants us to keep our commitments, even when it becomes tough 
to do so.  Joshua had taken a vow in the name of God without consulting God.  He 
knew that even though he had made a mistake, it was not God’s fault and thus he 
must keep his word and fulfill his promise.  Jesus spoke as well about taking oaths, 
in fact, encouraging His disciples to speak and to live simply, to let our yes be yes 
and their no be no (Matthew 5:37).  As believers, our way of living should be ac-
cording to the Old West code of our word being our bond, so that there will be no 
need for us to put anything in writing because we can be trusted completely and 
fully.  To be people of integrity means to model and mirror the character of God, 
who is perfect, true, faithful and trustworthy.  How can we be this way too?  By 
learning to be like Jesus, by prayer, by radical honesty, by surrounding ourselves 
with people who care enough to tell us the truth, by being careful and prayerful 
both about what we say and do.  As Proverbs 10:9 tells us, “the person of  integrity 
walks securely, but those who take crooked paths will be found out.” May our way 
and path be the path of Jesus, who is the truth and who has shown us the truth of 
God’s love for us on the cross.  
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