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Intr oduction: Are youfeelingafraid or discourage@boutanythingthis morning?
If you are,then,theseBible textshavegoodnewsfor you. Godis big enoughand
strongenoughto take careof any situationthatis stressing/ou out or causingyou
anxiety ThroughoutScripture,God callsusto not be afraid andto not be discour
aged. Let usponderhowto do so.

Going Against the Flow

We live in a world that encouragesis to be afraid andto be fearful. One of the

chief complaintsl readfrom troopsin Iraq is that the news crewsfocus on the

violenceor the bombings ratherthanthe ongoingreconstructiorthatis happening
in Iraq, suchasrebuilding of schools,power grids etc. Why is that newscrews
focuson violenceat hometoo in their daily newsreports? Every night we arere-

mindedof the violenceall aroundus, aspeoplearekilled or hurt eachdayin Sac

ramento.t almostseemsasif the newshonesin our fears,andmakesthemworse
by magnifyingthem.

How canwe asChristiansrespond?We can respontby beingpeopleof faith, trust
andhopein the personandpowerof God. In Numbersl4:5-9,Joshuaand Caleb
arefacedwith sucha choice. Will theyrespondo their surveillanceof the Prom
isedLandwith fearof God or fear of its inhabitants?We seeheretwo distinctand
two differentresponses.First, the crowdsfreak out whenthey hearthe report of
the spies,sayingin 14:2-3,0f only we had diedin Egypt! Or in this desert! Why
is the Lord bringing us into this land only to let us fall by the swoid? Our wives
and childrenwill be takenas plunder Would it not be betterfor usto go backto
Egypt® They are advocatingthen a reverseExodus. They are questioningthe
power will andcharacterf God. They aresinfully focusingon their power not
God®e.

JoshuaCalebandMoses,on the otherhand,arguethat they muststill trust
in God,sayingin 14:7-9,0rheland we passedhroughand exploedis exceedingly
good. If the Lord is pleasedwith us,He will lead usinto thatland, a land flowing
with milk and honey and will give it to us. Only do not rebelagainstthe Lord.
And do not be afraid of the peopleof the land, becausewne will swallowthemup.
Their protectionis gone,and the Lord is with us. Do not be afraid of themO In
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doing so, Joshuaand Calebare going againstthe flow, choosingto trustin God,

ratherthanto give in or to succumbto peerpressure.Iln doingso,theyhadto face
andanswera basicquestion:ls God big enoughand strongenoughto accomplish
what He haspromised? Canthe words and promisesof God be believedand
trusted? Theiranswemwasyes,andasa resultCalebandJoshualonewereableto

enterinto the PromisedLand. May we too say yesto thesequestionsso we too

may enjoy andenterinto the promiseshatGodhasfor ustoday

Focus on God

In the Bible, we seethe importanceof beingfocusedon God,onwhatGod cando
andon what God canaccomplish. In this text from Deuteronomy31:1-8,it is the
Lord: who will crossthe Jordanbeforethem;it is the Lord who will destroythe
nationsbeforethem;it is the Lord who will take possessiomf the land; it is the
Lord who will deliverthem;it is the Lord who will go with them. Thefocushere
thenis entirely on God, on the powerof God, on how God is trustworthyandon
how God is with them. If we wantto lay asidefear and discouragementye can
only do so by choosingto believein andto focuson, the powerof God. Let us
thentakeour mindsandsightsoff of ourselvesaandredirectthemto God.

God Will Never Forsake Us

To me,oneof thegreatestruthsof Scripturecanbe foundin thistext. Mosessays
in 31:6, 8, Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified becauseof
them,for the Lord your God goeswith you; He will neverleaveyou nor forsake
youEThe Lord Himselfgoesbefore youand will be with you; He will neverleave
younor forsakeyou. Do not beafraid; do not bediscouragedd Godknowsthatat
times,we needto be reassuredr to hearthis truth morethanonce. Wheneveme
are facing dauntingor frightening circumstancesywe needto be remindedof the
grace,power and presenceof God. We can have courageand strengthif we are
focusedandmindful of the powerandpresencef Godwith usandfor us,thatGod
will neverleaveus or forsakeus, no matterhow dark or grim life becomes.We
cannotovercomethe challengesor strugglesof life on our own, but God can,for
nothingis impossiblewith God (Luke 1:37). We all dealwith fear and discour
agementput this doesnot comefrom God. No matterwhat hurdles,obstaclespr
circumstancesve face,God holdsandis the final answer PraiseGod! May our
lives be transformedoy this goodnews,thatall thingsare possiblein andbecause
of God.
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