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Proverbs 27:17; Hebrews 10:24-25
 

God has created us to love and to need one another
 

One of the clear messages of Scripture is that God has created us to be in 
relationship: with Him, with one another. To give you a sense of this, I will take you 
on a quick tour of Scripture, highlighting some key texts and ideas about this. In 
Genesis 2:18, God says, "It is not good for man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him." Now, on one level, this refers to marriage, to the two becoming 
one. On a deeper and more universal level, this is also true for each of us spiritually. 
None of us can be healthy or whole believers if we live out our faith in isolation from 
others, on our own as "lone rangers." We must be surrounded by people who know 
the health of our souls. 

In Proverbs 27:17, we are told, "As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens 
another." This idea of sharpening refers to how God uses others to mold and shape 
our character. Our character is not ultimately forged in the forge of individuality. 
Rather, we learn of God, of His character, plan and purpose in and through His 
Word, because of His desire for us to know Him, to be in relationship with Him. God 
never intends us to live life alone, but rather together with our families, either our 
church or our biological. 
 

We see such sentiment in the New Testament too. For example, in Acts 4, we 
see that from the very first generation of the church, Christians have been 
intentionally relational, sharing in all of daily life with one another. Luke tells us in 
Acts 4:32, Luke tells us, "All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they 
had."   What is interesting about this is we are to seek unity as a normal daily aspect 
of our shared life.  Paul reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12, that we need one another, in 
order to fully be alive. Paul says in 12:21, "The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't 
need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" Paul goes on to 
say in 12:26-27, "If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a part 
of it." 

It is one thing to know. It is another to live it out. How do we do that? Make 
relationships a priority, in time and in investment. Be in small groups throughout City 
Hope. Make being in church a regular thing. Spend extra time with each other. Invite 
others into your souls, pray for others.  The good news is that if we are willing to 
slow down to listen, God will give us divine moments to bless others.  The good 
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news is that God has provided for these relational needs in and through His church, 
our church family.

 
God has created us to love and to patiently encourage others

 
Not only are we created to love and need one another, we are created to be 

patient encouragers of each other. One of my favorite men in the Bible is Barnabus. 
Do you know what his nickname was in Scripture? Son of Encouragement.  In 
Hebrews 10:24-25, the author tells us, "And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching."  He echoes this in 3:13, saying, "But encourage one 
another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by 
sin's deceitfulness." Encouragement is a gift we can give one another as we remind 
each other that God loves us.  Encouragement also keeps us from having hardened 
hearts, for it pleases God’s heart and brings us His joy.  

Not only are we to encourage others, we are to be patient with others. Paul 
tells us in Colossians 3:12, 14, "Therefore as God's chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience...And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity." God is well aware of our human nature, of our impatience.  If we are 
to patiently love one another, we must seek to be more like Jesus, who has patiently 
loved us, even when we are unloveable.  We do this by following Paul's command in 
Ephesians 4:29, where he says, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen." This means we are to be careful and prayerful 
about what we say to others, seeking to patiently and lovingly encourage others.  

by Rev. Brian Spangler.    
Peace Presbyterian Church    9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another.        www.peacechurch.net                    2 of 2

http://www.peacechurch.net
http://www.peacechurch.net

