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Introduction: Why are we doing City Hope.
The Importance of Love
One of the main reasons that we are participating in City Hope is because of how
important love is to God. Love is to be central to us, in our relationships with God and with each
other. Jesus tells us, in Luke 10:27, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.'" Jesus is telling us that our relationship with Him is to be one of total devotion, one
that impacts all of who we are.
Jesus tells us if we want eternal life, or if we want to know what the greatest
commandment in the Law is, we are to love God wholeheartedly and to love others too. Jesus
tells us in Matthew 22:37-40, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and all your soul and
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: "Love your
neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." In fact,
in Matthew 19:16-26, Jesus stresses that the other commandments flow out of this, such as not
committing murder, adultery, stealing, giving false testimony and honoring your parents (all of
which are ways for us to love our neighbors).
The command, the invitation to love can be seen from the beginning of Scripture. Jesus is
quoting and reaffirming Deuteronomy 6:4-6, where Moses says, "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God, the Lord is One. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts."
We are then to love God, to dedicate all of who we are to Him. Our love for God is also to be
seen in our love for others.

Loving our Neighbors
Who is our neighbor? This question is answered in this parable. Our neighbor is not just
someone we know by name, or may be related to professionally, personally or genetically. Each
and every person is our neighbor, whether we know their name or not, whether we have talked
to them before or not, whether we know who they are or not. Our neighbor is anyone who has a
need, anyone who we can bless, serve or help.
God, in Leviticus 19:18, tells us, "Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the Lord." God is telling us then that we
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do have a choice in how we relate to and respond to those around us. We are called to let God be
in charge, to let God be judge, to let God be God. Jesus echoes this in Matthew 5:43-45, saying,
"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I tell you; Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons and daughters of your
Father in heaven." We do this in order to be distinct from the world around us (to be perfect as
our Heavenly Father is perfect).
Paul affirms this call to love in Romans 13:8-10, saying, "Let no debt remain outstanding,
except the continuing debt to love one another, for he or she who loves their fellow man has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, "Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do
not covet and whatever other commandments there may be, are summed up in this one rule:
'Love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the
fulfillment of the law." Paul lets us know what will happen if we don’t, saying in Galatians 5:15,
"If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or our will be destroyed by each
other."
John affirms this in 1 John 4:11, saying, "Dear friends, since God is so loved us, we also
ought to love one another." Notice too here there is no limitation, such as love those who are
easy to love, those who love you, etc... In John 13:35, Jesus tells us, “you must love one another.
By this all people will know you are my disciples, if you love one another
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