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Introduction: On the weekend closest to 9-11, it is good for us to look anew at how
loving our God is, especially as a contrast to the deadly hate that was shown on that
day. For us as we begin City Hope, we do so by stressing the greatness of the love
of God, of how unfailing it is.
God's Unfailing Love
One of the affirmations of Scripture is that God's love never fails. In Psalm
52:8, David says, “I trust in God's unfailing love for ever and ever.” God reinforces
this in Jeremiah 31:3, saying, “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have
drawn you with loving-kindness.” Paul reminds us of this in 1 Corinthians 13:8,
saying, “Love never fails.” God's love never fails because His character is always
faithful and always loving. Joshua reminds us of this in 23:14, saying, “You know
with all your heart and soul that not one of all the good promises the Lord your God
gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; none has failed.” We see this
as well in Lamentations 3:22-23, “Because of the Lord's great love we are not
consumed, for His compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness.”
God's Love is Great
Not only does God's love never fail, God's love for us is great, so great that
nothing can separate us from it. In Psalm 103:11, for example, David says, “For as
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear
Him.” God's love for us is so great that He graciously moves to show us it. Paul tells
us in Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Later in 8:38-9, Paul reassures us, “For I am
convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, not any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation , will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” God's love is so great that His love is truly a foundational and core aspect of
who He is. Thus, John can say in 1 John 4:16, “God is love. Whoever lives in love
lives in God and God in Him.” God's love is so great that it compels and leads us to
love others. John says, in 4:21, “And He has given us this command: Whoever
loves God must also love his brother.”
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