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The Invitation

In this parableof the WeddingBanquet Jesusshareswith usthatthe kingdomof heavens
like a weddingbanquet. In ancientPalestinetherewere no more importantfeaststhana
royal weddingandit would be unthinkableto turn down suchaninvitation. The kingdomof
heaverwasoftencomparedo afeast,atime of greatjoy. As Isaiahtellsusin 25:6,@n this
mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of right food for all peoples, a banquet of
aged wine-the best of meats and the finest of wines.” Jesusis sayingherethenthat the
kingdom of heavenwill bring greatjoy to all thosewho enterit and dwell within it. In
Revelation19:9, we hear Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the
Lamb!”  The invitation shows us the graceof God, that God invites us to a feastand
celebrationthat He haspreparednot becausewve deservet, but becausesod wantsus to
celebratevith Him. God'swill is for usto enterinto His amazingplanandpurposeo have
greatjoy in His presencandin His grace.

The Response

How do we, how do you respondo this invitation? Refusalof suchaninvitationis a great
insult, to the honor and personof both God and His Son, Jesus. All of the refusals
mentionedherearetrifling whencomparedo the importanceof the celebration. Do we let
possessiongusinessambition, earthlyrelationshipsor otherexcusegetin the way of our
relationshipwith God? God is looking for grateful people,who will be both gratefuland
thankful for His offer of grace,of mercy and of salvationin Jesus. As Paultells us in
Romansb:20, But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin
reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.O Spugeonsaysthat God'snecessityof inviting new people
allows for peoplewho will be more grateful,for a joy thatwill be morereadily expressed,
for an occasionthat will be greaterdue to being more unusual. Jesusalso describeshe
expulsionof onewho comesandwho is not dressedappropriately Sucheventsdid happen
in ancienttimes. What sort of impressiondo we seekto makeon God? How seriouslydo
we takethejoy of enteringinto His presence™How reverentarewe? How willing areweto
be found in His righteousnesslone? Are we making excusesthis morning of why we
cannotenterinto His kingdom? Is Godimportantto us? Do we wantto enterinto the joy
He hasfor us? Like anyrelationship,we mustprioritize time with God, in orderto enjoy
closenessvith Him.
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