
ÒWelcome to the BanquetÓ
Isaiah 55:1-6; Matthew 22:1-14
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Intr oduction:  How good are you about RSVPing? About responding?  

The Invitation

 In this parable of the Wedding Banquet, Jesus shares with us that the kingdom of heaven is 
like a wedding banquet.  In ancient Palestine, there were no more important feasts than a 
royal wedding and it would be unthinkable to turn down such an invitation.  The kingdom of 
heaven was often compared to a feast, a time of great joy.  As Isaiah tells us in 25:6, ÒOn this 

mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of  right food for all peoples, a banquet of 

aged wine-the best of meats and the finest of wines.”  Jesus is saying here then that the 
kingdom of heaven will  bring great joy to all those who enter it and dwell within it.  In 
Revelation 19:9, we hear, ÒBlessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the 

Lamb!”   The invitation shows  us the grace of God, that God invites us to a feast and 
celebration that He has prepared, not because we deserve it,  but because God wants us to 
celebrate with Him.  God's will  is for us to enter into His amazing plan and purpose, to have 
great joy in His presence and in His grace.    

The Response

 How do we, how do you respond to this invitation?  Refusal of such an invitation is a great 
insult, to the honor and person of both God and His Son, Jesus.  All of the refusals 
mentioned here are trifling when compared to the importance of the celebration.  Do we let 
possessions, business, ambition, earthly relationships or other excuses get in the way of our 
relationship with God?   God is looking for grateful people, who will  be both grateful and 
thankful for His offer of grace, of mercy and of salvation in Jesus.  As Paul tells us in 
Romans 5:20, ÒBut where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin 

reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.Ó  Spurgeon says that God's necessity of inviting new people 
allows for people who will  be more grateful, for a joy that will  be more readily expressed, 
for an occasion that will  be greater due to being more unusual.  Jesus also describes the 
expulsion of one who comes and who is not dressed appropriately.  Such events did happen 
in ancient times.  What sort of impression do we seek to make on God?  How seriously do 
we take the joy of entering into His presence?  How reverent are we?  How willing  are we to 
be found in His righteousness alone?  Are we making excuses this morning of why we 
cannot enter into His kingdom?  Is God important to us?  Do we want to enter into the joy 
He has for us?  Like any relationship, we must prioritize time with God,  in order to enjoy 
closeness with Him.
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