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Intr oduction: Weedingis important. | am constantlyamazecat the numberof weedshere
in Elk Grove. In fact, my backyardis alittle pockmarkeddueto my radicalweeding. How
manyweedsarein your heartsandsoulsthis morning?

Weeding out of the Kingdom

Jesusis sharingwith us ways that we can view the kingdom of heaven,usingcommon
imageryto expressieepspiritualtruths. Most fields havea mixture of weedsandcrops,and
| know mine doesno matterhow hardl try. Interestinglyenough Jesussayswe arenot the
oneswho will do the weedingor the judging. One of the mostdangerousaspectsof the
Churchtoday is that of self-righteousnessWhenwe are insecureor evenrunning away
from God and His grace,we stresshow wrong everyoneelseis, so that we canavoid our
own sinsandavoid His grace. The disciplesandespeciallythe Phariseegot on the caseof
Jesusaboutwho He spenttime with. Jesuss remindingthemthatGodwill judge,notthem
andnotus. Godallowsfor the coexistencef His disciplesandthoseof the evil one,in the
world. He knowswho areHis disciplesandthis will be madeclearwhenthetime is right.
Until then,with fear andtrembling,we mustwork out our salvation,rejoicing in His grace
andtendemercy andlaying asideselfrighteousnessothatwe cantruly be His disciples.

Growth in and of His kingdom

Jesugemindsusthatjust asHe enterednto Jerusalenhumbly on a donkey andjustasHe
cameto serveand not to be served,so is the kingdom of God differentthanthoseof the
world. Jesussaysthe kingdom is like the mustardseed,a seedoften regardedas the
smallest,but also a seedthat could grow to impressiveand large sizes,suchas 10 feet.
Whenit doesso, it becomedife giving anda blessingto others like beinga healthytreethat
providesshadeto birds. Jesusalsosuggestshe kingdomis like yeast. Yeastwasa common
and ingredientin Palestinianhomes,which fermentedbread. Leavenor yeastin the OT
often had a negativecontext,or referredto how sin could corrupt. The dynamicpower of
leavenis thatit is atfirst imperceptibleandyetgraduallypervasive.Godis working out His
planandgrowing His kingdom,evenif we arenot alwaysawareof it or evenseeingt. The
kingdom of heavenspreadsand permeate®ur lives, asthe Holy Spirit fills us and flows
throughus. Godtakesyour sin seriously Do you? Oftenl find believersarequick to point
out otherssins but slow to confesstheir own. As believerswe mustbe persistentvhenit
comesto weedingout our own sinsratherthanworrying aboutthe sinsof others. We must
be graciouswith oneanotherandwith God, realizingthat His kingdomandwill arealready
atwork andareperfect. Are we beinglife giving? Are we beingfruitful for Him?
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