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Psalm 78:1-7; Matthew 13:24-43

Intr oduction:  Weeding is important.  I am constantly amazed at the number of weeds here 
in Elk Grove.  In fact, my back yard is a little pockmarked due to my radical weeding.  How 
many weeds are in your hearts and souls this morning?

Weeding out of the Kingdom

 Jesus is sharing with us ways that we can view the kingdom of heaven, using common 
imagery to express deep spiritual truths.  Most fields have a mixture of weeds and crops, and 
I know mine does no matter how hard I try.  Interestingly enough, Jesus says we are not the 
ones who will do the weeding or the judging.  One of the most dangerous aspects of the 
Church today is that of self-righteousness.  When we are insecure or even running away 
from God and His grace, we stress how wrong everyone else is, so that we can avoid our 
own sins and avoid His grace.  The disciples and especially the Pharisees got on the case of 
Jesus, about who He spent time with.  Jesus is reminding them that God will  judge, not them 
and not us.  God allows for the coexistence of His disciples and those of the evil one, in the 
world.  He knows who are His disciples and this will  be made clear when the time is right.  
Until then, with fear and trembling, we must work out our salvation, rejoicing in His grace 
and tender mercy, and laying aside self righteousness, so that we can truly be His disciples.

Growth in and of His kingdom

 Jesus reminds us that just as He entered into Jerusalem humbly on a donkey, and just as He 
came to serve and not to be served, so is the kingdom of God different than those of the 
world.  Jesus says the kingdom is like the mustard seed, a seed often regarded as the 
smallest, but also a seed that could grow to impressive and large sizes, such as 10 feet.  
When it does so, it becomes life giving and a blessing to others, like being a healthy tree that 
provides shade to birds.  Jesus also suggests the kingdom is like yeast.  Yeast was a common 
and ingredient in Palestinian homes, which fermented bread.  Leaven or yeast in the OT 
often had a negative context, or referred to how sin could corrupt.  The dynamic power of 
leaven is that it is at first imperceptible and yet gradually pervasive.  God is working out His 
plan and growing His kingdom, even if  we are not always aware of it  or even seeing it.   The 
kingdom of heaven spreads and permeates our lives, as the Holy Spirit fills  us and flows 
through us.  God takes your sin seriously.  Do you?  Often I find believers are quick to point 
out others sins but slow to confess their own.  As believers, we must be persistent when it 
comes to weeding out our own sins rather than worrying about the sins of others.  We must 
be gracious with one another and with God, realizing that His kingdom and will  are already 
at work and are perfect.  Are we being life giving?  Are we being fruitful for Him?
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