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Introduction:  Waiting. Watching.  Looking for Jesus. 

Being Wise

 What does it mean to be wise?  I used to think that it meant acquiring certain knowledge.  

Age?  White hair or the lack of it up top?  Or being prepared?  In this text, we see one of 

Jesus’ parables concerning wisdom and folly.  Perhaps we can define wisdom as learning 

how when to wait and when to act on what God has promised us.  

Jesus uses an example from their culture.  Weddings were joyful celebrations that 

went on for a long time and involved a lot of food and drink.  The bridesmaids each used a 

light as they welcomed the groom and led him to his bride.  It is important to note that the 

weddings then did not operate on the same time frame as we are used to today.  There was 

no printed beginning time.  Weddings were set for a certain day, but then negotiations ensued 

between groom and the bride’s family, that could go on and on.  The bridesmaids and brides 

would be waiting then, on proverbial pins and needles for the groom to come, at any 

moment, and this often occurred even at night.  All ten were invited.  All ten responded, yet 

not all ten were wise enough to be ready.  Not being ready to welcome the bridegroom was a 

serious breach of manners.  Jesus tells us that wisdom, true wisdom, involves being prepared 

for Him, of faithfully and patiently waiting for Him.  

Life is full of waiting.  The key is how do we wait?  By being focused on Him, so we 

can worship, pray and invite the Holy Spirit to prepare us for His will.  Are we willing to 

wait expectantly?  Are we willing to trust Him and in Him as we wait?  Are we willing to 

hope in Him and in His faithfulness as we wait?  Hear from the Psalms, "Wait for the Lord; 

be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord...I waited patiently for the Lord; He turned to 

me and heard my cry...I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word I put my hope.  My 

soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait 

for the morning."  (27:14, 40:1, 130:5)  As Isaiah encourages us, in 30:18; "Blessed are all 

who wait for Him!"  May we learn the wisdom of waiting expectantly for our God.

Watching and Looking

 Are you aware of how God is at work all around you?  This is one of the overarching points 

of Experiencing God.  God wants us to get in touch with what He is already doing all 

around us.  God is at work in the world, in the hearts of those around us and he invites us to 

join Him.  He invites us to watch and to look for His moving with eyes of faith, hope and 

trust.  Jesus tells us, “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”   
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Discipleship with Jesus is both exciting and disarming.  There is no way for us to guess 

everything He will do.  Do you think Peter knew what His invitation to come and to fish 

people would mean:  the people he would meet and preach to and the places he would visit 

and the way he would die, hanging upside down on the cross?  Following Jesus is a great 

adventure, full of discovery and blessing.  He does not reveal everything to us at once, but 

He does reveal to us the importance of watching with eyes of faith.

 Jesus invites us to be ready, to watch and to look for His coming and His presence.  There is 

a definite end times or final days element of this, but there is also a daily nitty-gritty aspect 

of this.  For it is in the daily grind, it is in the choices we make each day of how to treat 

others and of how to respond to God that who rules our heart becomes clear.  Are you ready 

for everything God wants to do in your lives, hearts and souls?  Are you watching for what 

He is already doing?  Are you watching for His invitations to enjoy Him, to share Him, to 

serve Him?  Are you watching for His presence in big and little ways, in each person and in 

each moment of the day?  As Micah tells us in 7:7, "But as for me, I watch in hope for the 

Lord, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me."  

 Are you asleep spiritually?  Are you taking for granted the state of your soul?  Are you 

missing out on what God intends and wills for you?  We cannot borrow faith, character or 

time from others.  Each of us is called to prepare for the coming of Jesus, the will of Jesus, 

the plan of Jesus.  Jesus invites us to say yes, to be open to Him, to surrender our wills and 

dreams, so we might receive all He has in store for us. Will we?  The kingdom of God 

involves a paradox of being here and yet not being fulfilled.  Are we enjoying the fullness of 

His presence right now?  Jesus does not pretend that we will have a discipleship of the 

immediate, but, rather one of waiting, watching, trusting and hoping.  Are you willing to 

wait and watch, with hope and with trust?  Are you willing to let God be in control and to let 

God lead you?  Are you willing to learn how to watch and wait in faith and in trust?
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