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Intr oduction: Waiting. Watching. Looking for Jesus.
BeingWise

What doesit meanto be wise? | usedto think thatit meantacquiringcertainknowledge.
Age? White hair or the lack of it up top? Or beingprepared?In this text, we seeone of
Jesus@arablesconcerningwisdom andfolly. Perhapswe can define wisdom as learning
how whento wait andwhento acton whatGodhaspromisedus.

Jesususesan examplefrom their culture. Weddingswere joyful celebrationsthat
wenton for along time andinvolved a lot of food anddrink. The bridesmaidsachuseda
light asthey welcomedthe groomandled him to his bride. It is importantto notethatthe
weddingsthendid not operateon the sametime frameaswe areusedto today Therewas
no printedbeginningtime. Weddingsweresetfor a certainday, but thennegotiationensued
betweengroomandthe bride®family, thatcould go on andon. The bridesmaidsandbrides
would be waiting then, on proverbial pins and needlesfor the groom to come, at any
moment,andthis often occurredevenat night. All tenwereinvited. All tenrespondedyet
notall tenwerewise enoughto beready Not beingreadyto welcomethe bridegroomwasa
seriousbreachof manners.Jesugells usthatwisdom,truewisdom,involvesbeingprepared
for Him, of faithfully andpatientlywaiting for Him.

Life is full of waiting. The key is how do we wait? By beingfocusedon Him, sowe
canworship, pray andinvite the Holy Spirit to prepareus for His will. Are we willing to
wait expectantly?Are we willing to trustHim andin Him aswe wait? Are we willing to
hopein Him andin His faithfulnessaswe wait? Hearfrom the Psalms,"Wait for the Lord;
be strongandtakeheartandwait for the Lord...l waited patientlyfor the Lord; He turnedto
meandheard mycry...l wait for the Lord, my soulwaits,andin His word | putmyhope. My
soulwaitsfor the Lord more thanwatchmerwait for the morning,more than watchmernwait
for themorning" (27:14,40:1,130:5) As Isaiahencouragesis, in 30:18;"Blessedare all
whowait for Him!" May we learnthewisdomof waiting expectantlyor our God.

Watching and Looking

Are you awareof how Godis atwork all aroundyou? This is oneof the overarchingpoints
of Experiencing God. God wantsus to getin touch with what He is alreadydoing all
aroundus. Godis atwork in theworld, in the heartsof thosearoundus andheinvitesusto
join Him. He invites us to watchandto look for His moving with eyesof faith, hopeand
trust. Jesugells us, Orhetefore, keepwatch,because/ou do not knowthe day or the hourO
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Discipleshipwith Jesusis both exciting and disarming. Thereis no way for us to guess
everythingHe will do. Do you think Peterknew what His invitation to comeandto fish

peoplewould mean: the peoplehe would meetandpreachto andthe placeshe would visit

andthe way he would die, hangingupsidedown on the cross? Following Jesuss a great
adventurefull of discoveryandblessing. He doesnot revealeverythingto us at once,but

He doesrevealto ustheimportanceof watchingwith eyesof faith.

Jesusnvitesusto beready to watchandto look for His comingandHis presence.Thereis

a definite endtimesor final dayselementof this, but thereis alsoa daily nitty-gritty aspect
of this. For it is in the daily grind, it is in the choiceswe makeeachday of how to treat
othersandof how to respondo Godthatwho rulesour heartbecomeslear Are youready
for everythingGod wantsto do in your lives, heartsandsouls? Are you watchingfor what
He is alreadydoing? Are you watchingfor His invitationsto enjoy Him, to shareHim, to

serveHIim? Are you watchingfor His presencen big andlittle ways,in eachpersonandin

eachmomentof the day? As Micah tellsusin 7:7,"But asfor me,| watchin hopefor the
Lord, | wait for God my Savior;myGodwill hearme™

Are you asleepspiritually? Are you taking for grantedthe stateof your soul? Are you

missingout on what God intendsandwills for you? We cannotborrow faith, characteror

time from others. Eachof usis calledto preparefor the comingof Jesusthe will of Jesus,
the plan of Jesus.Jesudnvites usto sayyes,to be opento Him, to surrenderour wills and
dreams,so we might receiveall He hasin storefor us. Will we? The kingdom of God

involvesa paradoxof beinghereandyet not beingfulfilled. Are we enjoyingthe fullnessof

His presenceight now? Jesusdoesnot pretendthat we will have a discipleshipof the

immediate,but, ratherone of waiting, watching,trusting and hoping. Are you willing to

wait andwatch,with hopeandwith trust? Are you willing to let Godbein controlandto let

Godleadyou? Are youwilling to learnhow to watchandwait in faith andin trust?
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