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) OSoftening the SoilO

Intr oduction: EIlk GroveandDel Rio haveat leastonethingin common: hardsoil. How
soft isthe soil of your lives?

Encountering a Holy God

Lastweek,| sharechow Godis calling usto focuson worshippingHim andin Isaiah6, we
seehow worshipis our only appropriateesponsavhenwe encounteHim. Isaiahhearsthe
seraphsshout out, (Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His
glory.OThis affirmation of the holinessof God is the only time in Scripturethat one of His
attributesis repeatedike this. IsaiahsaysHis holy presencevas manifestedn a powerful
way, in shakingandsmoke. God®holinesscompelsusto confessoursins. As Isaiahsays,
Q amruined! For | ama manof uncleanlips, and | live amonga peopleof uncleanlips,
and my eyeshaveseenthe King, the Lord AlmightyO Our confessiorthenallows usto hear
God'sinvitation: QVhomshall | send? Andwhowill go for us?0 Isaiahresponds (Here |
am. SendmelO Are we too willing to serve,to be sentout to proclaim His glory and
holiness?

How hard is the Solil of yourheart?

How hardis the soil of your heartsandlives? Jesushareawith usthattherearea variety of
waysthatwe canrespondo Him: if we do not listento Him, or if we superficiallyfollow
Him, eventuallyour heartswill grow hard;if we allow the worries or priorities of life to
drown out Jesuswe will alsohavehardenedearts;but if we receiveand obey Jesuswe
will be fruitful for Him. Which areyou? Are you being fruitful? Are you dying on the
vine? Are your heartscallousedor arethey malleablelike clay? Understandingnvolves
putting into practice. We cannotsimply listento or hearthe wordsof Jesusratherwe must
be radically committedto Jesusto let Him be in control, to seekto apply His demanding
call and invitation to discipleship. Examples: forgiveness,anger loving your enemies,
loving your neighbors,loving yourselves. Is Jesusenoughfor you? Are you willing to
experienceHis graceand goodnesdaily asyou learnto trustin Him alone? Will you let
Him softenyour heartwith His love and graceinsteadof choosingto let your sin harden
your heart?
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