
Isaiah 6:1-13; Matthew 13:1-23
January 13, 2007

ÒSoftening the SoilÓ

Intr oduction:  Elk Grove and Del Rio have at least one thing in common:  hard soil.  How 
soft is the soil of your lives?

Encountering a Holy God

 Last week, I  shared how God is calling us to focus on worshipping Him and in Isaiah 6, we 
see how worship is our only appropriate response when we encounter Him.  Isaiah hears the 
seraphs shout out, ÒHoly, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His 
glory.Ó This affirmation of the holiness of God is the only time in Scripture that one of His 
attributes is repeated like this.  Isaiah says His holy presence was manifested in a powerful 
way,  in shaking and smoke.  GodÕs holiness compels us to confess our sins.   As Isaiah says, 
ÒI am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.Ó  Our confession then allows us to hear 
God's invitation:  ÒWhom shall I send?  And who will  go for us?Ó  Isaiah responds,  ÒHere I 
am.  Send me!Ó  Are we too willing to serve, to be sent out to proclaim His glory and 
holiness?  

How hard is the Soil of your heart?

 How hard is the soil of your hearts and lives?  Jesus shares with us that there are a variety of 
ways that we can respond to Him:  if  we do not listen to Him, or if  we superficially follow 
Him, eventually our hearts will  grow hard; if  we allow the worries or priorities of life to 
drown out Jesus, we will  also have hardened hearts; but if  we receive and obey Jesus, we 
will  be fruitful for Him.  Which are you?  Are you being fruitful?  Are you dying on the 
vine?   Are your hearts calloused or are they malleable like clay?     Understanding involves  
putting into practice.  We cannot simply listen to or hear the words of Jesus, rather we must 
be radically committed to Jesus: to let Him be in control, to seek to apply His demanding 
call and invitation to discipleship.  Examples:  forgiveness, anger, loving your enemies, 
loving your neighbors, loving yourselves.  Is Jesus enough for you?  Are you willing to 
experience His grace and goodness daily as you learn to trust in Him alone?  Will  you let 
Him soften your heart with His love and grace instead of choosing to let your sin harden 
your heart?  
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