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Where is ourLife Found?

What andwho doesyour life revolvearound? Who or whatis mostimportantto you? In
this passage,JJesusremindsus that the kingdom of God and the spiritual aspectsof our
relationshipwith God are mostimportant. It is interestingto seehow this parablecame
about. Jesuswas approachedoy a man seekinghelp in having the family inheritance
divided. Jewishlaw wasvery clearaboutthis, for a fatherwould give the eldestson2/3 and
divide the restamongthe rest. Jesussaw into his heartand sawthe greed,the ambitious
desireto graspmorethanhe wasdue. He was not approachinglesusseekinghealing,but
ratherseekingmorewealth. Jesugebukessucha concernandcritiquesour sinful propensity
to be greedy Greedcan be definedas a lust, a lust for things we don't have, as being
discontenteavith GodandHis perfectprovision.

In this parable,we can seethe sinful self-absorptiorof greed. Notice the rich manis a
functionalandliteral atheistwho makesno mentionof God. Thismandoesnotseehis need
to give thanks,or to acknowledgésod asthetrue sourceof hisblessings.Noticetoo, it is all
abouthim. All he doesis say I...I...I...This is what | will do... Jesushascometo share
somethingcompletelydifferentwith us. Life is not aboutyou or me. Life is aboutGod.
Noticein the Lord'sPrayer Therearenols, arethere? Only wes. Theancientmonksin the
Egyptiandeserthada greatpractice: anyonewho saidmy, suchasmy room, my spoonetc.
was subjectto rebukeand discipline. Communityis alwaysfracturedwhenwe focus on
ourselvesalone,on me, me, me. Imageof churchin Scriptureis that of the body, of being
interrelatecandinter dependent.

Jesuausesstarklanguagehere. It is foolish to focuson thingsof theworld. In Psalml14:1,
David saysthatthosewho deny God arefools, thatthosewho live asatheistsarefools. In
essencethosewho are focusedon material things are atheists,who believe the world is
moreimportantthanGod. Greedin Greekmeansgraspingambition. God, however calls
usto ruthlesstrustandsurrender As Jesudgells usin Luke 12:34,0®r whee your treasue

is, there your heartwill bealsoO

Being RichTowards God

This is a very interestingidea, beingrich towardsGod. We know that Godis rich towards
usin termsof grantingus grace,blessingand provision. How canwe be rich to Him in
return? What doesthis meanfor us? It is clearthatwe haveto dealwith possessionand
moneyeachday. Moneyis neutral. It is the choices the attitudesthe emotionswe infuse
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into it, thataretheissue. The word Mammonis the Hebrewword for money Originally it
had a neutralmeaning. Later on, it becamecapitalizedas a sign that it becamea god to
some (Matthew 6:24). For many and for many of us, money and physical things can
becomeor area god. How canwe berich to God? By having,by enjoying,by prioritizing
faith. By beinggratefulto God, by acknowledgingHim asthe giver andtrue owner of all
gifts, of all moneyandpossessionsBy beinggenerousvith others. Godgivesusmorethan
we need,so that in being good stewardswe will seethat we haveenoughto sharewith
othersandto give to thosein need. By beingcontentwith whatGod hasgiven us,with who
we arein Him. By doinggooddeedssothataswe aretold by Jesuan the Sermonon the
Mount, otherswill seeandgive glory to God. We havea very basicchoiceof whatwill be
mostimportant,of whatwe will be rich in, moneyor God. As Paultells usin 2 Timothy
6:18,we areto Qlo good,to berich in gooddeedsandto be genepusandwilling to shae.O
Paulsaystherich areto do this. Thetruthis thatcomparedo therestof the world, eachof
usis rich in materialthings. But, arewe rich in God?

| havetoo muchstuff. But, | don'thaveenoughof Jesus.| don'tcarehow manymiles my
carhas. | do careif othersexperiencelesughroughme. Augustinesays,OGochasmadeus
for Himself, our soulsarerestlesauntil theyfind their restin Him.O | wantto restin God, be
contentwith God, and invite othersto join in this radical and ruthlesscontentmentthat
flows from trustandsurrender
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