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Where is our Life Found?

 What and who does your life revolve around?  Who or what is most important to you?  In 
this passage, Jesus reminds us that the kingdom of God and the spiritual aspects of our 
relationship with God are most important.  It is interesting to see how this parable came 
about.  Jesus was approached by a man seeking help in having the family inheritance 
divided.  Jewish law was very clear about this, for a father would give the eldest son 2/3 and 
divide the rest among the rest.  Jesus saw into his heart and saw the greed, the ambitious 
desire to grasp more than he was due.  He was not approaching Jesus seeking healing, but 
rather seeking more wealth.  Jesus rebukes such a concern and critiques our sinful propensity 
to be greedy.  Greed can be defined as a lust, a lust for things we don't have, as being 
discontented with God and His perfect provision.  

 In this parable, we can see the sinful self-absorption of greed.  Notice the rich man is a 
functional and literal atheist, who makes no mention of God.  This man does not see his need 
to give thanks, or to acknowledge God as the true source of his blessings.  Notice too, it is all 
about him.  All  he does is say, I...I...I...This is what I will  do... Jesus has come to share 
something completely different with us.  Life is not about you or me.  Life is about God.  
Notice in the Lord's Prayer.  There are no Is, are there?  Only wes.  The ancient monks in the 
Egyptian desert had a great practice:  anyone who said my, such as my room, my spoon, etc. 
was subject to rebuke and discipline.  Community is always fractured when we focus on 
ourselves alone, on me, me, me.  Image of church in Scripture is that of the body, of being 
interrelated and inter dependent.

 Jesus uses stark language here.  It  is foolish to focus on things of the world.  In Psalm 14:1, 
David says that those who deny God are fools, that those who live as atheists are fools.  In 
essence, those who are focused on material things are atheists, who believe the world is 
more important than God.  Greed in Greek means grasping ambition.  God , however, calls 
us to ruthless trust and surrender.  As Jesus tells us in Luke 12:34, ÒFor where your treasure 
is, there your heart will  be also.Ó  

Being Rich Towards God

 This is a very interesting idea, being rich towards God.  We know that God is rich towards 
us in terms of granting us grace, blessing and provision.  How can we be rich to Him in 
return?  What does this mean for us?  It is clear that we have to deal with possessions and 
money each day.  Money is neutral.  It  is the choices, the attitudes, the emotions we infuse 
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into it, that are the issue.  The word Mammon is the Hebrew word for money.  Originally it 
had a neutral meaning.  Later on, it became capitalized as a sign that it became a god to 
some (Matthew 6:24).  For many, and for many of us, money and physical things can 
become or are a god.  How can we be rich to God?  By having, by enjoying, by prioritizing 
faith.  By being grateful to God, by acknowledging Him as the giver and true owner of all 
gifts, of all money and possessions.  By being generous with others.  God gives us more than 
we need, so that in being good stewards, we will  see that we have enough to share with 
others and to give to those in need.  By being content with what God has given us, with who 
we are in Him.  By doing good deeds, so that as we are told by Jesus in the Sermon on the 
Mount, others will  see and give glory to God.  We  have a very basic choice of what will  be 
most important, of what we will  be rich in, money or God.  As Paul tells us in 2 Timothy 
6:18, we are to Òdo good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.Ó  
Paul says the rich are to do this.  The truth is that compared to the rest of the world, each of 
us is rich in material things.  But, are we rich in God?  

 I have too much stuff.  But, I  don't have enough of Jesus.  I  don't care how many miles my 
car has.  I  do care if  others experience Jesus through me.  Augustine says, ÒGod has made us 
for Himself, our souls are restless until they find their rest in Him.Ó  I want to rest in God, be 
content with God, and invite others to join in this radical and ruthless contentment, that 
flows from trust and surrender. 
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