
“The Rewards of Humility”

Psalm 18:25-31; Luke 14:7-14

Introduction:  How humble are you?  I like to joke about it, but it is very serious.  

Knowing our Place

 Knowing your place; this means to me knowing who we are and even more importantly 

who God is.  This is in essence being humble.  The context of this parable is how Jesus 

notices the seating arrangements at a table for a feast.  This is a reminder for us that we can 

discern humility by simply observing:  whether we spend time talking to and about others, or 

just ourselves; whether we are seeking to be blessed or to bless; whether we affirm others or 

seek the affirmation of others.  Jesus tells us, “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 

do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been 

invited.  If so, the host who invited both of  you will come and say to you, “Give this man 

your seat.”  Then humiliated, you will have to take the least important place.”   Jesus is 

kindly telling us that humility will  transform our lives as we grasp who God is and who we 

are.   In Numbers 12:3, we learn “Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than 

anyone else on the face of the earth.”  What was the key to his humility?  Moses knew his 

place; Moses knew He was not God, rather, chosen by grace to be God's servant.    

Taking the Lower Place

 Jesus tells us to take the lower place, a place of humility and of selflessness.  Jesus tells us, 

“But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say 

to you, “Friend, move up to a better place.”  This parable is not about etiquette or about 

party manners.  Rather, Jesus is sharing with us what fundamental  characteristic we should 

have.  Do we seek to please God or to gain the approval of others?  In 12:43, John critiques 

the Pharisees, saying, “for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.”  In 

Ecclesiastes, 4:4, we are reminded that seeking honor from others is futile, that “all labor 

and all achievement spring from human envy of  their neighbor.  This too is meaningless, a 

chasing after the wind.”  We must choose then to be humble, to not elevate ourselves above 

others.  This can only happen as we rediscover who we God is, and who we are as His 

beloved and cherished children.  

Being Humbled or Being Humble

 There is a difference between being humbled (in an involuntary sense) and being humble 

(an intentional choice).  Jesus tells us, “For everyone who exalts Himself  will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles themselves will be exalted.”  This is a core teaching of Jesus found 

throughout the Gospels.  For example, in Matthew 23:12, Jesus says, “The greatest among 
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you will be your servant.  For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 

himself  will be exalted.”  Jesus reiterates and repeats this teaching because of how important 

it is.  In doing so, we are following His lead and model.  In Philippians 2:3-10, Paul tells us, 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better 

than yourselves.  Each of  you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 

interests of  others.  Your attitude should be the same as Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very 

nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made Himself 

nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found 

in appearance as man, He humbled Himself and became obedient on the cross!  Therefore 

God exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name.”  

 Rewards flow from humility.  When we humbly seek His face and seek to adore Him, we 

will find Him and be blessed by Him.  As God tells us in 2 Chronicles 7:14, 15, “If my 

people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land.”   God promises to reward our humble prayers by giving us more of Him 

and experiencing more of His power.  Humility reminds us of our need for Him, of His 

grace, of His cross.  
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