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Intr oduction: How would you describediscipleship?Enteringa narrowdoor?

The Narrow Door

Jesususesherethe analogyof a narrow door, imagery He had also usedelsewhere. In
Matthew7:13-14 for instance Jesushadtold the disciples,(Enter throughthe narrow gate.
For wideis the gateand broadis theroadthat leadsto destructionand manyenterthrough
it. But smallis the gate and narrow the road that leadsto life, and only a fewfind it.O In
John10:7,9, Jesudold them,Q tell youthetruth, | amthe gatefor thesheep.l amthegate;
whoeverentersthroughmewill be saved.Theywill comein and go out and find pastue.O
Laterin John14:6, Jesussays,Q am the way, the truth and the life. No one comesto the

Father exceptthrough me© Jesusthen makesit clear throughoutHis teachingthat a love
relationshipwith Him is crucialto thefullnessof our lives both nowandfor eternity

Jesuausesthis analogybecauseHis hearerswvere familiar with two typesof doorsor gates
in Israel. Onedoor or gatewas big enoughto accommodatéarge numbersat once. The
other type was large enoughfor only one personto comethrough. The word narrow is
linked to thatof beinghard,whichin the Greekrefersto suffering. Jesugells usin Matthew
16:24,thatif we areto be His disciples,we mustdenyourselvesandtake up our own cross
andfollow Him. Following Jesuswill not be easy but only in andthrougha relationship
with Him canwe be saved. Sothe issuethenis whetherwe know Jesusirustin Jesusand
arecontinuallybeingtransformedy theHoly Spirit to be morelike Him aswe takeour own
journeyto thecrosssacrifice. Thecrossof Christis thegateanddoorthatleadsto life.

Making Every Effort to Enter This Door

How mucheffort andspiritualsweatareyou puttinginto your discipleship?Godis notinto
guilt trips, but He is into spiritualjourneys whereHe invitesusto becomdike Jesus.While
it is importantto stressthatwe are savedby God'sgracealonethroughfaith alonein Jesus
alone,we still mustbe activeandobedientparticipantsn what Godwills to doin our lives.
We cannotsit backin our spiritual reclinersor be spectatorsn whatGodis doingall around
us. Jesugells ushere,Makeeveryeffortto enterthroughthe narrow door.O Jesuss telling
us herethat our compellingconcernshouldbe to getthroughthatdoor. In otherwords,we
areto worry aboutour own discipleship,not that of others. The word herefor effort is
agonizomaj whichis Greekfor agony It meango endureintensestruggleor painin order
to follow Jesus.As Hebrews12:1 tells us, Qet us throw off everythingthat hindersand the
sinthat soeasilyentanglesus,andlet usrun with perseverancéhe race markedout for usO
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Anything thatis keepingus from Jesusmustbe immediatelythrown away in orderthatwe
might be morelike Jesus.

Thekey hereis thatdiscipleshipentailsrelationship. How muchtime do we actuallyspend
with theLord? Do you surrendeall of your anger hurt,dreamsanddesireso Him? | read
a great book by Dallas Willard, called The Great Omission He suggeststhis great
omissionis discipleship;that we aretoo satisfiedwith peoplesayingthey believein Jesus
insteadof equippingthemfor a life of spiritual growth asthey follow Jesus. Willard says,
QDur lives shouldbe more different...\é do not give ourselvedo it in a way that allows our
lives to be taken over by it...discipleship means going with Him, in an attitude of
observation study obedienceand imitation... discipleshipis a decisionto devoteoneselito
becominglike ChristO In The Emotionally Healthy Church, PeterScazzerdalks of our
needto be spiritually healthy We cando this by letting Jesugakeus beneathhe surfaceof
our spiritual icebegs, wherethe true dangerlies andwheremostof our true selvescanbe
found.

Will we commitourselvedo a deeplife-transformingdiscipleshipor justto scratching
the surfaceof following Jesus? Will we go alongwith the crowdson the wide and easy
road, or will we follow Jesuson the challengingroad? Are you makingevery effort to be
morelike Jesus?Let uscomebeforeGodin prayer seekingHis forgivenessandinviting the
Holy Spiritto revealko ushowwe candothis.
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