
2008 Pentecost Sunday Homily
Joel 2, Acts 2

Intr oduction:  As Christians, we are called to be fully Trinitarian.  How can we ensure this?  
How can we be faithful in this way?  

Expectant Waiting

 Part of Pentecost is the importance of expectant waiting, of waiting in trust, faith and hope 
for the powerful moving of God.  Jesus had told His disciples to wait for Him, saying, ÒDo 

not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have heard me 

speak about.  For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.”  One of the most challenging and important things we can do is to wait on the 
Holy Spirit.  In doing so, we learn to surrender our human desires to be active or to be in 
control.  In waiting expectantly, our hearts and souls  are prepared for the work of God.  
How do you wait?    Do you affirm that God does not need you like we need Him?    Are you 
a human being or doer?

God Pours Out his Holy Spirit

 At Pentecost, God moves so abundantly, that there is no denying that He is powerfully at 
work.  The gift of the Holy Spirit is now not only that God is with us, He is in us.  Yet, the 
power and the majesty of God cannot be contained in us, as we see in the clear and tangible 
manifestations of the Spirit.  We read of a blowing wind that filled the entire house, of 
tongues of fire, of speaking in tongues.  God does not want us to miss out on the gift or the 
power or the person of His Holy Spirit.  God does not just send His Holy Spirit, He pours it 
out, an imagery of abundance and of plenty.  The key is whether we are willing to be filled 
by Him.  

The Holy Spirit is God with us, in us

 In Romans 8:9, Paul reminds us that as believers, we have the gift of the Spirit, saying, 
ÒYou, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if  the Spirit of God 

lives in you.  And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, He does not belong to Christ.Ó  
The Holy Spirit then is a gift to each of us that belong to Jesus.  The key question for 
believers is not whether we have the Holy Spirit, but whether we seek to live lives that honor 
Jesus and fan the flames of the Holy Spirit.  Scripture is full of examples of sinful behavior 
that quench the Spirit: such as unwholesome talk, such as complaining and gossip; 
bitterness; rage and anger; brawling and slander; malice; lack of forgiveness.  Instead, we 
can welcome the Holy Spirit when we are joyful, when we trust the Lord in prayer, when we 
give thanks to Him, when we hold on to what is good and avoid all evil; when we are kind 
and compassionate and when we forgive others. 
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