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Introduction:  Keeping track.  How good is your memory?  Follow up?

Change of Heart and of Mind

 What sort of heart is God looking for from us?  In this parable, Jesus presents the contrast of 

two sons, and of their different responses to God.  The first son says no to God at first, but 

then later, changes his mind and does what he is asked by his father.  Jesus says this son is 

like the tax collectors and prostitutes who are entering the kingdom of heaven before the 

religious authorities.  They do so because they respond in faith to what John and Jesus are 

proclaiming.  What were they proclaiming?  In Matthew 3:2, John proclaims, “Repent, for 

the kingdom of  heaven is near.” Jesus too reiterates this teaching, saying in Matthew 4:17, 

“from that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  
Repentance then is the path and the way to enter the kingdom of God.  If we want to enter 

into the powerful and gracious presence and rule of God, we must turn aside from how we 

have lived, from our sinful ways, in order to now live and love for God.  We must have a 

heart that seeks Him.  

Repentance involves a complete turn about, a complete change of heart and of mind.  

It is a saying Yes to the One who has first said yes to us.  Jesus is definitively challenging the 

existing standards of holiness, of who was viewed as being the people of God.  The religious 

authorities and even the regular Israelites would have been shocked by this.  Jesus is saying 

that the kingdom of heaven will have different standards than those of the world.  Just 

because someone has chosen to initially not serve or worship God does not mean that God is 

done with them, or that God will leave them to wallow in their sin.  God is looking for 

people who are willing to let go of the old and sinful ways, in order to be embraced by His 

new and expansive grace.  God is looking for people whose hearts are broken enough to 

receive grace and to give up control.  The first name for Christianity was the Way (see Acts 

9:2).  This way of Jesus is repentance, of learning to live for God, not for self.  

Blowing Off God

 The second son is likened by Jesus to the religious authorities.  They say yes to the father 

but then fail to follow through, and in essence, blow off God.  This son provides us with a 

compelling question:  do we live out what we say we will, what we promise we will?  Do we 

take God seriously or do we blow Him off?  I have ironically found that many religious 

people do blow off God when it comes to their own lives.  They may be very passionate 

about how others live, or frankly of how others are not living as God intends, but when 
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confronted with their own sins, they self righteously huff and puff, and they have blind spots 

that they refuse to let the light of Christ shine on and into.  This parable may seem straight 

forward to us, but when one missionary explained this parable to a Middle Eastern setting, 

he had a fascinating response.  The whole crowd firmly said that the second son was more 

right than the first.  One person explained that it was better to be respectful to someone's face 

and not to follow through, than to rudely ignore someone to their face.  In essence, fair 

words outweigh fair deeds.   In fact, the NT text has variants, which switch the order of the 

two sons, to suggest that the second son was the one who was favored and in fact did later 

obey.  

Jesus is providing a contrast here, saying that profession can never substitute for 

practice, that it does matters obedience to God matters.  The essence of hypocrisy is to say 

one thing and to do one another.  For each of us who is a part of the church, we must 

exercise great care to avoid hypocrisy, to allow the Holy Spirit to cultivate true and 

transforming humility in our lives.  If we truly celebrate grace, if we truly become humble, 

we will not have room in our hearts for critical spirits, for self righteousness, or for 

judgmentalism.  We will be focused instead on our own need for repentance, on our own 

need for grace.  How are you saying no to God this morning?  

Repenting and Believing

 The invitation of John and Jesus is to repent, to believe and to enter the kingdom of heaven.  

God wants us to respond in faith, trust, surrender and devotion to Him.  Do we?  Will we?  

Neither of these two sons are completely in the right, for each rebels in different ways.  The 

key is that one in the end repents.  We discussed the importance of obedience today in our 

Experiencing God study.  God wants us to obey Him so that we can enjoy the fullness of His 

blessing, will and plan in and for our lives.  We cannot fully experience God or love God 

outside of full obedience.  Obedience then is foundational to our relationship with God.  We 

cannot love God without repenting and then learning to obey Him.  As Paul tells us in 2 

Corinthians 7:10, “Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 

regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.”  As God tells us in Isaiah 30:15, “In repentance 

and in rest is your salvation; in quietness and trust is your strength.”  Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is near!
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