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Intr oduction: Keepingtrack. How goodis your memory? Follow up?

Change of Heart and of Mind

Whatsortof heartis Godlooking for from us? In this parable Jesugpresentshe contrasiof
two sons,andof their differentresponseso God. The first sonsaysno to God at first, but
thenlater, changesis mind anddoeswhat he is askedby his father Jesussaysthis sonis
like the tax collectorsand prostituteswho are enteringthe kingdom of heavenbeforethe
religious authorities. They do so becauseahey respondin faith to what Johnand Jesusare
proclaiming. What werethey proclaiming? In Matthew 3:2, Johnproclaims,dRepentfor
the kingdomof heavenis near.OJesugoo reiterateshis teaching,sayingin Matthew4:17,

Grom that time on Jesusbeganto preach, ORepentfor the kingdomof heavenis nearO
Repentancéhenis the pathandthe way to enterthe kingdomof God. If we wantto enter
into the powerful and graciouspresenceandrule of God, we mustturn asidefrom how we
havelived, from our sinful ways,in orderto now live andlove for God. We musthavea
heartthatseekdHim.

Repentancanvolvesa completeturn about,a completechangeof heartand of mind.
It is asayingYesto the Onewho hasfirst saidyesto us. Jesuss definitively challengingthe
existingstandard®f holiness of who wasviewedasbeingthe peopleof God. Thereligious
authoritiesandeventhe regularlsraeliteswould havebeenshockedby this. Jesuss saying
that the kingdom of heavenwill have different standardghan those of the world. Just
becaussomeondiaschoseno initially not serveor worshipGoddoesnot meanthatGodis
donewith them, or that God will leavethemto wallow in their sin. God is looking for
peoplewho arewilling to let go of the old andsinful ways,in orderto be embracedy His
new and expansivegrace. God is looking for peoplewhoseheartsare brokenenoughto
receivegraceandto give up control. Thefirst namefor Christianitywasthe Way (seeActs
9:2). Thisway of Jesuss repentancepf learningto live for God, notfor self.

Blowing Off God

The secondsonis likenedby Jesugo the religiousauthorities. They sayyesto the father
but thenfail to follow through,andin essenceblow off God. This son providesus with a
compellingquestion: do we live outwhatwe saywe will, whatwe promisewe will? Do we
take God seriouslyor do we blow Him off? | haveironically found that many religious
peopledo blow off God whenit comesto their own lives. They may be very passionate
abouthow otherslive, or frankly of how othersare not living as God intends, but when
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confrontedwith their own sins,they self righteouslyhuff andpuff, andtheyhaveblind spots
thattheyrefuseto let the light of Christshineon andinto. This parablemay seemstraight
forward to us, but whenone missionaryexplainedthis parableto a Middle Easternsetting,
he had a fascinatingresponse.The whole crowd firmly saidthatthe secondsonwasmore
right thanthefirst. Onepersorexplainedthatit wasbetterto berespectfuko someone'sace
and not to follow through,than to rudely ignore someoneto their face. In essencefair
wordsoutweighfair deeds. In fact,the NT text hasvariants,which switch the orderof the
two sons,to suggesthatthe secondsonwasthe onewho wasfavoredandin fact did later
obey

Jesusis providing a contrasthere, saying that professioncan never substitutefor
practice,thatit doesmattersobediencdo God matters. The essencef hypocrisyis to say
one thing and to do one another For eachof us who is a part of the church,we must
exercisegreat care to avoid hypocrisy to allow the Holy Spirit to cultivate true and
transforminghumility in our lives. If we truly celebrategrace,if we truly becomehumble,
we will not have room in our heartsfor critical spirits, for self righteousnessor for
judgmentalism. We will be focusedinsteadon our own needfor repentancepn our own
needfor grace. How areyou sayingno to Godthis morning?

Repenting and Believing

Theinvitation of JohnandJesuss to repent.to believeandto enterthe kingdomof heaven.
God wantsusto respondn faith, trust, surrendermanddevotionto Him. Do we? Will we?
Neitherof thesetwo sonsarecompletelyin theright, for eachrebelsin differentways. The
key is thatonein the endrepents. We discussedhe importanceof obediencegodayin our
ExperiencingGodstudy Godwantsusto obeyHim sothatwe canenjoythe fullnessof His
blessing,will andplanin andfor our lives. We cannotfully experienceGod or love God
outsideof full obedience.Obediencehenis foundationalto our relationshipwith God. We
cannotlove God without repentingand thenlearningto obey Him. As Paultells usin 2
Corinthians7:10, GGodly sorrow brings repentancehat leadsto salvationand leavesno
regret, but worldly sorrow brings deathO As God tells usin Isaiah30:15,An repentance
and in restis your salvation; in quietnessand trust is your strengthO Repent,for the
kingdomof heavens near!
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