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W e peacecniron et |saiah 58, Luke 18:9-14
(Resting in Grace, Praying forMercyO

Intr oduction: Learningto listen.

Who or What are you Confident in?

The intent or audienceof this parableis cleat for Luke saysJesusvas addressing(ome
who were confident of their own righteousnessand looked down on everyoneelseO
Selfishnessand self centeredness the root of all sins, often in subtle ways suchas self
righteousneser pride. Why do we slip into this? Insecurity If we knowwhowe arein the
Lord, we canlearnto restandto trustin His grace,not becausef whatwe havedone,but
becausef what Jesushasdonefor us on the cross. The key hereis that our humility and
honestyleadsto our awarenes®f our greatneedfor God and His graciousforgiveness.
Ultimately, we mustmakea very basicandvery eternaldecision: who or whatdo we trustin
andhaveconfidencan? Ourselveor God?

Although the Phariseedavea bad reputationtoday backthen,they were the epitomeof
holy living. Theword for Phariseestemsfrom the ideaof beingseparateieflectinghow the
Phariseesoughtto separateahemselvedrom othersin their over the top adherencédo the
Law. Noticethatthe Pharisedalksto God, but only abouthow greatheis, not abouthow
greatGodis. ThePharisegraisesGod, notfor who He is, butfor how heis notlike others.
The arroganceand the egocentricityof this approachcanbe seenhere. It is importantto
notetoo thatheis braggingaboutreligious practiceshat go beyondwhatis requiredby the
Law. For example,Israelwasonly requiredto fastoncea year on the Day of Atonement.
Also, tithing was not expectedon everythingthat was acquired,but only on what was
earned.So,this Phariseas absorbedn self, in self congratulation.

This Phariseeshowsus the absurdityof being self-righteous,or being confidentin self.
Jesugemindsusin Matthew5, QAnd whenyou pray, do not be like the hypocritesfor they
love to pray standingin the synagoguesnd on the street cornersto be seenby people.O
Insteadof caringaboutwhatothersthink of usor how theyview us,we shouldinsteadfocus
on our relationshipto God, to actually hearingfrom Him, ratherthan just talking about
ourselvesall the time. We needto learnto listento ourselvesaswe pray: are we seeking
what we think is best,or arewe telling God what we think is best,or arewe praying, Qhy
kingdomcome thy will bedoneO C.S.Lewis tells us, OWWhenevewe find that our religious
life is makingus feel that we are goodor aboveall, that we are betterthan someoneslse-|
think we maybe sure that we are beingactedon, not by God, but by thedevil. Thereal test
of beingin the presencef Godis that you eitherforgetaboutyourselfaltogetheror yousee
yourselfasa small,dirty object.O

To grow in faith and relationship with Jesus Christ and one another. www.peacechurch.net lof2




by Rev. Brian Spangler. Peace Presbyterian Church 9145 Franklin Blvd. Elk Grove, CA 95758

Praying for Mercy

Jesugrovidesuswith a contrastin the prayersof atax collector We know thatin thetime
of Jesusasnow (sincewe arenearto April 15) thattax collectorswerenotthe mostpopular
peoplein society At that time, they would have beenviewed as being Onogood, money
grubbing cheatersand Roman collaborators.OSuch a tax collector would have beenthe
highestbidderfor his servicesandwould haveextortedasmuchmoneyaspossiblefrom his
fellow citizens. Their problemswith greedwere so strongthat Tacitus onceremarkedin
wonderof seeinga monumentbuilt for an honesttax collector Tax collectorswould have
beenviewedasenemief God.

KennethBailey, a Middle Easternscholar saysthat the beatingof one®breastsis more
commonlyassociatedvith womenin thatregion. It is thenanindicationof the deeplyfelt
feelingsand humility of the tax collector The cry of havemercy is the word, hilasterion,
which is the sameroot asthat of the Mercy Seaton the Ark of the Covenant. Oncea yeat
on the Day of Atonementblood from an animalsacrificewas pouredon this mercyseat,as
an offering of atonemenfor the sinsof the people. The tax collectorthenis well awareof
his sin, and thus of his deepneedfor the mercy of God. Bailey alsotells us that the tax
collectoris not offering a generalizedprayerfor mercy but a highly personalone. In fact,
theword hereis not abutthe. He describediimselfasthe sinner, thusasthe onewho most
deeplyneedgrace.

Jesussaysthatthetax collectorwasright with God, atermthatmeangustified, alegalterm
suggestingpothreconciliationandpropitiation,thatis, thatsomeoneslsepaysthe costfor us
to be maderight with God. The Reformedemphasiss thatwe arejustified only becausef

faith in the graceof God, as seenon the crossof Christ. We cannotearn God'sfavor or
forgiveness. Martin Luther tells us, that Qustification is the chief article from which all

other doctrineshaveflowedO Christianityis not aboutself esteemit is aboutrelationship,
aboutradicalself awarenesandhonestyaboutthe twistednatureof our soulsthatonly God
Is big enoughandloving enoughto cleanse.We arejustified only by what Christhasdone
for us. Knowledgeof God andself are powerfully interlinked,for we canonly revelin the
graceof God whenwe face up to our own sinful nature. God is holy andwe are not; we
needHim, we needHis mercy

As the authorof Hebrewstells usin 4:14-16,0rheefore, sincewe havea great high
priestwho hasgonethroughthe heavensJesughe Sonof God, let ushold firmly to thefaith
we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathizewith our
weaknessedyut we have onewho hasbeentemptedin everyway, just as we are-yetwas
without sin. Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence,so that we may
receivemery andfind graceto helpusin our timeof needO PraiseGodthatJesudhasdone
for us whatwe could neverdo. We are savedand setfree by His mercy;we canrestand

revelin His mercyandgrace PraiseGodandthankGod!
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